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INTRODUCTION. 


S  this  is  the  fir  ft  Courfe  of 
Ledums  that  I  have  under¬ 
taken  to  read  ill  this  Univcr- 
fitv,  fince  1  had  the  Honour 
of  a  Grace  granted  for  my 
Profdlorfidp  in  Botany  ,  l  think  it  ncccf- 
fary,  by  way  of  Introduction,  to  acquaint 
the  Gentlemen  who  favour  me  with  their 
Company,  that  as  Botany  is  cfteemH ' one 
of  the  principal  Branches  of  Phyfick,  lo 
the  Knowledge  of  it  ought  to  be  cultiva¬ 
ted,  as  well  as  that  of  Anatomy  and  Chy- 
miftry,  to  compleat  the  Studies  of  thole 
who  intend  to  pradife  as  Phyficians. 


Gent' <e  men , 


B 
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I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N. 

The  Study  of  Botany  has,  however,  for 
want  of  proper  Encouragement,  been  neg-, 
leded  for  many  Years  in  both  our  Univer¬ 
sities,  and  I  fear  has  given  Occafion  for  fie- 
veral  Englijh  Gentlemen  to  feek  that  Branch 
of  Knowledge  in  foreign  Countries.  The 
Phyfick- Garden  at  Oxford ,  though  well  de» 
fign’d  at  fir  ft,  has  lain  in  a  Manner  ufelefs 
for  many  Years,  through  the  Want  of  a 
proper  Income  to  •fupport  it  ^  though  at 
•prefent  it  is  to  he  hop’d  it  will  recover  its 
wonted  Reputation,  by  the  extraordinary 
Bcnefadion  of  Dr.  William  Sherard ,  late 
Conful  at  Smyrna y  whofe  Skill  in  Botany 
was  hardly  equalfd  by  any  in  Europe .  In 
the  mean  time,  Gentlemen,  I  mtift  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that  I  have  Diredions  from  fe- 
veral  of  my  Friends ,  who  are  Pcrfons  of 
Quality,  and  Honour,  to  find  out  a  proper 
Piece  of  Ground  in  this  Univerfity,  to  be 
purchafed  for  a  Phyfick-Garden,  and  put  in 
fuch  Order  as  may  render  it  both  ufeful  and 
ornamental;  and  efpecially  from  two  or 
three  great  Men,  who  give  me  the  ftron- 
gefi  Hopes  of  feeing  the  Defign  perfeded. 

In 
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In  Obedience  to  their  Directions,  I  have 
vifited  the  feveral  Parts  in  and  about  the 
Town  of  Cambridge ,  in  order  to  find  out 
a  proper  Place  for  a  Garden ;  and  have,  at 
length,  fix’d  upon  one,  which,  if  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  College  it  belongs  to,  will 
confent  to  part  with  upon  reafonable  Terms  9 
will  in  all  Probability  be  pur  chafed,  and  te¬ 
emed  to  the  Univerfity  by  Aft  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  as  foon  as  that  can  be  done,  I 
can  allure  you  of  a  good  Collection  of 
Plants  from  my  felf  and  ibme  others,  who 
are  refolved  to  fet  it  on  Foot,  as  well  as 
may  be,  for  the  Service  and  Honour  of  the 
Univerfity.  Nor  am  I  without  Hopes  that 
a  worthy  Gentleman  of  this  County  will 
contribute  very  largely  on  that  Occafion. 

When  we  lliall  have  the  Happinels  of 
feeing  a  Garden  in  this  State,  it  is  my  De- 
fign  to  bring  the  Study  of  Botany  into  an 
eafy  Order,  by  planting  all  the  Officinals 
alphabetically,  and  draw  up  a  Catalogue  ac« 
cordingly,  referring  to  each  of  them. 

This  Method  will  give  every  Gentleman 
an  Opportunity  of  examining  each  refpec-, 
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tive  Plant  at  his  own  Ldfiire,  without  in¬ 
terrupting  his  other  Studies,  and  of  obser¬ 
ving  the  various  Changes  of  each  Plant, 
from  its  firft  fpringing  out  of  the  Ground, 
to  the  ripening  of  its  Seed ;  which  will  he 
the  fureft  Way  to  make  them  Mafters  of 
the  ufeful  Part  of  Botany,  without  perplex¬ 
ing  them  (who  purely  defign  the  Study  of 
Phyfick)  with  a  Crowd  of  Varieties ,  that 
have  long  fmee  been  rejected  as  ufelefs,  by 
the  College  of  Fh'yficians. 

And  that  there  may  be  Room  for  the 
Curious  to  indulge  themfelves  in  the  more 
extenfive  Parts  of  Botany,  it  is  beyond  Doubt, 
whenever  fuch  a  Garden  is  fet  on  Foot,  there 
will  not  be  wanting  any  Sort  of  rare  Plant 
that  can  be  gather'd  from  the  niceft  Collec¬ 
tions  in  Europe . 

Thus  far.  Gentlemen,  we  have  Room  to 
hope  that  this  Univerfity  will  very  foon 
rejoice  in  a  Garden  becoming  its  Worth 
and  Grandeur :  And  I  {hall  not  be  a  little 
proud  in  promoting  fo  good  a  Defign  \  but 
in  the  mean  while  I  take  Occafion  to  treat 
of  the  fcveral  Parts  of  Plants,  Minerals f 

and 
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and  other  Bodies,  as  are  principally  nfed  in 
the  Shops.  For  as  there  has  been  no  one 
who  has  read  of,  or  explain’d  them,  it  is 
neceflary  to  know  their  feveral  Particulars 
and  their  Ufes,  while  the  Gardens  are  in 
iheir  Winter-Drefs. 

Nor  does  this  at  all  break  through  my 
Botanical  Ledure,  fince  the  Mineral,  Vege¬ 
table,  and  Animal  Kingdoms,  are  harmo¬ 
nious  to  one  another.  The  Mineral  Bodies 
are  affiftant  to  the  Vegetable  Bodies,  as 
well  as  the  Vegetable  to  the  Mineral;  and 
the  Vegetables  are  like  wife  afliftant  to  tie 
Animals,  as  the  Animals  are  to  the  Vege¬ 
tables. 

We  have  many  In  dances  how  much  the 
fame  Vegetable  will  profper  or  decline,  as 
the  Soil  happens  to  be  more  or  lefs  favour¬ 
able;  and  the  fame  is  the  Cafe  between  the 
Vegetable  and  Animal  Bodies :  For  an  Ani¬ 
mal,  as  it  finds  Vegetables  proper  for  its 
Nourifhment,  more  or  lefs,  will  be  more  or 
lefs  improv’d^  and  Experience  teaches  us, 
that  the  Juices  of  Animals  are  always  help¬ 
ful  to  Vegetables :  For  if  we  lay  the  Flcfh  of 
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an  Animal,  or  the  Soil  deriv’d  from  it,  to 
the  Root  of  a  fickly  Plant,  it  will  certainly 
promote  its  Growth. 

It  is  remarkable,  however,  in  the  firft 
Place,  that  Earths  are  not  always  immedi¬ 
ately  affording  proper  Nourifhment  to  Ve¬ 
getable  Bodies,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Vifcus 
or  Mifletoe,  the  Modes,  Dodder,  and  other 
Vegetable  Bodies,  which  will  only  grow  up¬ 
on  the  Plants  themfelves,  and  never  in  the 
pure  Earth :  For  all  thefe  feed,  or  are  nou- 
riffi’d  by  the  excrementitious  Juices  of  the 
Plants  they  grow  upon ;  and  it  may  be , 
that  they  do  not  in  a  little  partake  of  the 
Virtues  of  the  refpeftive  Plants  where  we 
find  them. 

Sir  John  Caleb  at  ch ,  who  has  wrote  a 
Tract  relating  to  the  Mifletoe,  and  its  Ufe  in 
Epileptic  Cafes,  did  not  in  his  lad  Edition 
lay  any  Streis  upon  the  Vifcus  Q 'uercinus ,  or 
V if  cum  ^uercinum ,  more  than  that  grow¬ 
ing  on  another  Tree;  becaufe,  as  I  had  ob- 
ferv’d  to  him,  every  Plant,  growing  in 
whatever  Soil  it  happen’d  to  be  plac’d  5 

would 
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would  retain  its  fame  Quality,  though  in 
more  or  lefs  Quantity. 

For  when  we  examine  the  Cafe  of  ino¬ 
culating  or  graffing  of  Fruits,  the  favourite 
Fruit,  which  we  put  upon  the  moft  four 
Crab,  when  it  has  taken  or  adher’d  to  that 
Stock,  not withftanding  the  unpleafant  Sharp- 
nefs  of  the  Stock,  the  Fruit  which  proceeds 
from  the  Graff  or  Bud,  will  be  the  fame  it 
was  before,  unlefs  perhaps  the  Crab  has  a 
more  than  ordinary,  or  lefs  Agrecablenefs  to 
it  •,  and  then  it  is  likely  we  (hall  have  the 
Fruit  in  a  fmaller  Bulk,  but  yet  poffefs’d  of 
the  fame  Quality.  So  do  I  reckon  all  Herbs 
or  Vegetables  whatever,  to  preferve  their 
Virtues  in  every  Kind  of  Soil,  excepting  on¬ 
ly  that  we  might  ufe  them  in  greater  or  let 
fer  Quantity,  the  more  or  lefs  they  are  re- 
{train’d  in  their  Mourifhment. 

By  this  one  may  fee,  how  much  Earths 
of  different  Kinds  may  aft  upon  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  with  regard  to  their  Powers;  and  fo 
it  may  be  faid,  that  Animals,  which  feed 
upon  Vegetables,  may  be  underftood  as  wc 
have  mention’d  above,  concerning:  Veecta- 
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bles  feeding  upon  Earths,  or  Mineral  Bo¬ 
dies. 

We  have  Animals  which  arc  tcrreftrial, 
aquatick,  and  volatile  ;  and  all  thefe  have 
different  Kinds  of  Food  neceflary  or  agree- 
able  to  the  different  and  various  Structure 
or  Frame  of  their  Bodies. 

'  y  t  1 

There  are  the  carnivorous,  fuch  as  the 
Quadruped,  which  have  Dentes  ferrates ; 
as  the  Lion,  Tiger,  Fox.  Secondly,  The 
granivorous,  which  live  upon  Seeds,  as 
many  Sorts  of  Birds.  Others  there  are 
which  live  upon  Fifli  and  Herbs ;  as  the 
Crocodile,  Flippopotamus,  Otter,  and  fome 
others. 

But  we  mav  yet  dtftinguifli  a  little  further 
concerning  Animals  and  their  feveral  Sorts 
o t  Foods.  We  may  observe,  that  thofe  that 
generally  flecp  in  the  Winter  Seafon,  fuch  as 
the  Cookoo,  Swallow,  Urchin,  or  Hedg- 
hog,  the  Bat,  or  Flitter-Moufe,  commonly 
feed  upon  Grain  or  InfcTs. 

I  have  oftentimes  brought  the  Urchin  5 
Bat,  Tortoife,  and  fome  other  fleeping  Ani¬ 
mals,  before  the  Fire  in  the  Winter  Seafon, 

<"  ,  it  r  _  f ;  c  *  * 

and 
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and  as  (oon  as  the  Warmth  of  the  Fire  had 
fufficicntly  reach’d  their  Bodies,  they  were 
in  Motion,  though  before  that  Time  they 
have  been  efteem’d  as  dead  Creatures ;  And 
fome  of  them,  the  Bat  efpecially,  when  I 
fir  ft  took  it,  had  hardly  its  common  Shape. 

Wormius  obferves,  that  in  Denmark ,  in 
boggy  Places,  the  Swallows  bury  themfelves 
deep  in  the  Mud  at  the  Approach  of  Win¬ 
ter,  to  defend  themfelves  from  the  Froft* 
and  fe.veral  Infe&s  of  the  Beetle-kind  do  the 
fame  with  us.  We  have  heard  that  the 
Swallow  is  a  Bird  of  Paffage  from  us  about 
October,  to  fome  other  Part  of  the  World) 
and  I  am  apt  to  judge  that  it  is  fo;  becaufe 
I  have  feveral  Times  obferv’d,  that  in  the 
Month  of  Odlober ,  about  the  Aits  or  Twig 
Grounds  in  the  River  ‘Thames ,  Ti&xWandf- 
worthy  Ijleworthy  and  Places  thereabout,  the 
Swallows  have  gather’d  in  large  Bodies,  and 
were  all  lofc  or  departed  from  thence  in  a 
Day’s  Time;  I  fuppofe  fomewhat  like  the 
Storks  in  Holla?2dy  who  gather  themfelves 
into  a  Body  about  Harlemmere  at  the  fame 
Seafon,  till  they  are  all  collcded,  and  then 

in 
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an  Hour’s  Time  difappear  till  the  following 
Spring,  when  we  have  them  all  return  on 
the  fame  Day. 

Thefe,  whether  we  fpeak  of  Minerals, 
Vegetables,  or  Animals,  have,  all  a  Depen¬ 
dency  upon  one  another;  and  even  Man 
himfelf,  as  noble  as  he  is,  is  depending  on 
them,  and  makes,  as  well  as  thofe,  a  Part  of 
the  Materia  Medica ;  of  him,  as  well  as 
them,  we  ufe  the  Blood,  Fat,  Urine,  and 
Skull. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  Lecture  with  obferv- 
ing,  that,  as  an  introdu&ory  Difcourfe,I  have 
branch’d  out  feme  Particulars,  which  may 
lead  to  the  better  underftanding  of  the  next, 
which  will  relate  to  Minerals,  and  the  Ufe 
they  are  of  in  Phyfick. 


MAT  E- 


Omnia  Sublunar  in  funt  Ohjecla  Me- 

dicing. 

HERE  is  notone  Objedin 
our  Globe,  but  is  necelfary 
to  be  known  to  Phyficians ; 
for  every  Thing  we  fee,  car¬ 
ries  its  Ufe  with  it,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  Medicine :  It  is,  however,  thought 
by  Praditioners  convenient  to  bring  Phy- 
lick  into  a  much  narrower  Compafs  than 
it  has  been  heretofore ;  and  that  the  Me¬ 
mory  might  not  be  too  much  troubled,  nor 
the  Apothecaries  Shops  crowded  with  too 
many  Things  of  the  fame  Virtues,  ma¬ 
ny 
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ny  of  which  perhaps  might  lie  ftale  on  their 
Hands,  the  College  of  Phyfcians  were  led 
to  fling  out  feveral  within  a  few  Years  laft 

D 

paft. 

a 

There  are  fome  of  thefe  cannot  always 
be  had;  and  it  may  be,  that  a  Phyfician 
will  not  in  fix  Years  call  or  write  an  Order 
for  many  fear ce  Things  till  they  have  loft 
their  Virtue.  For  this  Reafon,  they  have 
appointed  proper  Subftitutes  to  thofe  which 
were  efteem’d  difficult  to  be  had,  and  were 
not  of  long  Duration,  as  one  may  fee  in  the 
College  Dtfpenfatory ,  lately  publiftfd. 

The  feveral  Subjeds  there  mention’d,  are 
what  I  fhail  chiefly  infift  upon,  in  explain¬ 
ing  the  following  Ledures,  and  mention  by 
the  By  the  fuperftitious  Ufes  of  fome  In¬ 
gredients  that  the  learned  Phyficians  of  our 
Time  have  thought  fit  to  fling  out,  the  Pre» 
cious  Stones  efpecially* 

We  may  divide  the  Materia  Medica  into 
three  Parts;  viz.  the  Mineral,  Vegetable, 
and  Animal;  and  thefe  again  may  be  fubdi- 
vided  into  different  Gaffes. 
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Of  Mine  R  Jfh  Se 

N  D  E  R  the  Head  of  Minerals , 
are  to  be  confider’d,  Firjl,  The 
fix  fix’d  Metals,  toz.  Gs/7,  £//■* 
wr,  Copper ,  Lead^  Iron>  Fin . 
and  Mercury  is  alfo  number’d  among  the 
Metals,  by  the  Alebymifts,  that  they  may 
equal  the  Number  of  Planets,  whofe  Names 
they  have  given  them  ;  as  Sol  for  Gold ; 
Luna  for  Silver  5  Venus  for  Copper  $  Saturn 
for  ;  A&ri  for  ;  Jupiter  for  Fin . 
and  Mercury  for  Quickfilver :  They  fiippo- 
fing  that  every  one  of  thefe  Metals  carried 
fome  Refemblance  with  them  of  the  Cha* 
rafters  they  have  given  them. 

The  Chymifls  at  this  Day,  as  well  as  the 
Phyficians,  write  for  them  under  the  levs- 
ral  Denominations  of  the  Planets,  which 
they  are  faid  to  be  like.  Nothing,  how* 

eyer; 
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ever,  ought  to  he  efteem’d  a  perfed  Metal? 
but  what  is  dudile ;  and  therefore  Mercury 
is  by  fome  efteem’d  an  imperfed  one. 

There  arc  alfo  imperfed  Minerals,  which 
have  a  Body  metallic,  though  with  fo  much 
Drois  and  Impurity  intermix’d,  that  it  is 
not  worth  while  to  work  upon  them. 

The  Eledor  of  Saxony ,  who  is  at  prefent 
King  of  Poland ,  has  in  his  Mufaum  a  white 
Stone  like  Marble,  out  of  which,  Silver,  to 
the  Weight  of  four  Ounces,  appears  to 
drop,  as  Gums  do  from  Trees:  We  find 
likewife,  of  the  fame  Stone,  in  the  Mufaum 
of  Sir  Plans  Sloane ,  that  of  Edward  Life , 
Efq;  and  in  thepublick  Library  of  this  Uni- 
verfity.  Thefe  Stones  are  call’d,  Marcha- 
files  of  Silver. 

There  is  likewife  a  Marchafite  of  Gold, 
which  is  alfo  like  white  Marble,  wherein 
Gold  appears  to  drop,  or  fpread  it  felf  in 
Branches.  We  have  of  this  Sort,  in  that 
extraordinary  Colledion  purchafed  by  this 
Univerfity,  from  the  Executors  of  the  late 
ingenious  Dr,  Woodward \  and  likewife  fome 
Pieces  of  it  lately  fent  us  from  Mexico  and 

Peru , 
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P^r#,  which  are  alfo  depofited  in  the  Uni™ 
verfity  Library :  And  there  are  Tome  Speci¬ 
mens,  alfo,  in  the  Colle&ion  of  Materia 
Me  die  a ,  by  Signore  Vigani ,  which  are 
now  in  Queens  College ,  under  the  Care  of 
the  Reverend  Dr.  Davis ,  the  prefent  Mafe 
ter,  to  whom  my  (elf,  and  the  Gentlemen 
here  prefent,  are  oblig’d  for  the  Sight  and 
Perufal  of  them.  But  in  thefe  lad  I  find 
(ome  Veins  of  blue,  fuch  as  are  equal  in 
Quantity  to  thofe  in  Lapis  Lazuli.  How¬ 
ever,  the  true  Lapis  Lazuli  abounds  more 
in  the  fine  blue  Colour,  than  in  Gold  Veins. 
Both  thefe  Sorts  are  in  the  Collections  of  the 
Univerfity  Library,  and  in  Queens  College. 
What  we  find  in  this  Way,  is  call’d  native , 
or  virgin  Silver  or  Gold. 

But  the  Gold  which  is  brought  to  us  from 
Guinea ,  we  receive  in  Grains  fomewhat 
cubical;  thefe  are  found  among  Pc  the  Sands5 
by  the  Sides  of  Rivers,  which  Rivers  paf- 
fing  through  the  golden  Rocks  or  Mines, 
carry  the  Gold  along  with  their  Stream. 
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Gold  is  fometimes  found  in  that  Part  of 
Africa ,  when  they  dig  their  Ground,  but 
not  always  in  a  Marchafite. 

Again,  we  may  take  Notice,  that  in  Hun¬ 
gary  y  where  there  are  rich  Gold  Mines,  a- 
bundance  of  Antimony  is  found,  which  has 
made  fome  fufpeft  that  Antimony  was  the 
Marchafite  of  Gold,  This  has  occafioned 
fome  Alchymifts  to  endeavour  to  extrad 
Gold  from  it,  but  with  great  Lofs  of  Time, 
and  no  Profit. 

We  are  told,  that  in  the  River  which 
pafles  through  the  Kingdom  ot  Granada y 
and  empties  it  felf  into  the  Mediterranean 
Seay  there  is  found  great  Quantities  of  mi¬ 
neral  Gold,  three  Ounces  of  which,  will 
yield  two  Ounces  of  pure  Gold:  This  is 
faid  to  be  much  richer  than  the  Hunga¬ 
rian i. 

About  Peru  and  Mexico ,  in  the  JVefl- 
Indiesy  Gold  is  found  in  the  fame  Manner 
waflfd  by  the  Rivers  from  Rocks. 

TTis  certain,  the  old  Romans  had  their 
Gold  from  Spain  h  and  the  Gold  which 
was  ufed  in  Solomons  Temple,  as  Signore 

Vigani 
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Vigani  would  have  it,  was  fetch’d  from 
thence ;  for  he  (iippofes  the  People  of  thole 
Times  being  little  skill’d  in  Navigation, 
could  fetch  it  from  no  other  Place.  The 
fame  Signore  Vigani  endeavours  to  prove 
Gold  to  be  a  Vegetable  in  the  Earth,  and 
that  like  a  Tree  it  has  a  Trunk,  Root, 
Boughs,  &c.  In  his  own  Words  I  give  ir> 
viz.  Whether  it  is  not  like  a  Coal-Mine  > 
which  begins,  like  a  little  Plant,  to  fpread 
it  felf,  and  by  Degrees  increafes,  and  ex¬ 
tends  it  felf  into  Branches ;  fo  that,  as  feme 
of  the  Colliers  have  informed  him,  one  of 
thefe  Rudiments  of  a  Coal-Mine,  in  twenty 
Years,  will  grow  from  a  fmall  Point,  to  be 
as  big  as  a  Man’s  Arm ;  from  this,  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  various  other  Fibres  proceed, 
and  fpread  themfelves  like  the  Branches  of  a 
Tree. 

This  Opinion,  however,  I  am  not  fatis- 
fed  with;  although  he  tells  us  the  fame  is 
obferCd  in  Lead,  and  other  Metals. 

What  I  have  before  related  concerning 
Marchafitcs  of  Gold  and  Silver,  feems  to 
be  on  his  Side;  but  when  we  confider  that 

C  each 
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each  of  thefe  Metals  are  found  in  Mines? 
as  well  as  in  Marchafites,  this  Opinion  is 
not  (atisfaftory ;  and  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think,  that  where  we  find  Mines  of  any 
Sort,  of  Coal  in  particular,  Lead,  Iron,  &cs 
we.  fiial!  not  be  able  to  trace  them  to  a 
Point,  fo  minute  as  Signore  Vigani  has  ah 
lotted  them* 

LEA/D. 

THE  Marchafite  of  Lead \  or  Saturn r 
is  call’d  Spar^  and  there  are  no  Lead 
Mines  without  it;  and  the  more  this  a- 
bounds,  the  Mine  is  efteem’d  fo  much  the 
richer. 

Some  are  apt  to  conjecture,  that  the  Spat 
is  an  unripe  Mineral.  The  Spar,  however*, 
iecms  to  abound  in  Sulphur,  which  occa- 
fions  it  to  fly  in  the  Fire. 

Befides  the  common  Life  of  Lead,  we 
have  Preparations  of  it  in*  Phyfick;  the 
find  called  Cerufe  and  Sandy x ,  which  is 
White  Lead;  another  Preparation  call’d 
Minium \  or  Plumbum  Rubrnm >  or  Red 

Lead* 
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Lead:  We  have  alfo,  the  Litharge,  call’d 
Lithargyrus ,  as  it  is  produced  by  refining 
Silver  with  Lead. 

COPPER. 

CUprum ,  or  Copper ,  is  a  Metal  plentL 
fully  found  in  Mines  in  Great-Bri - 
We  have  it,  likewife,  in  great  Ab¬ 
undance,  brought  to  us  from  Norway  arid 
Sweden:  The  latter  has  been  efteem’d  to 
be  the  richer;  but  we  have  now  Mines  of 
Copper  in  Wales ,  from  which  more  Silver 
is  produc’d.  Quantity  for  Quantity,  than 
from  the  Swedijh  Copper. 

From  Copper,  we  make  or  Brajs$ 
by  adding  the  Lapis  Calaminaris  to  it. 

We  have  likewife  Verdigreafe  from  this 
Metal,  call’d  JErugo ,  and  /Es  Viride  OffioB 
which  is  made  of  Copper  and  an  Acid. 
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IRON, 

I  Ren,  or  Per  rim  Nativum ,  is  found  in 
many  Parts  of  England \  as  well  as  in 
Norway  or  Sweden .  Tis  made  Steel  by 
heating  it  often  in  the  Fire,  and  extinguish¬ 
ing  it  immediately  in  Water  at  every  Heat, 
which  renders  it  more  folid  and  compad • 
and  then  it  is  call'd  Chalybs ,  or  Steel.  But 
as  far  as  it  relates  to  Phyfick,  the  Infufion 
of  it  does  not  feem  to  carry  with  it  more 
Virtue  than  the  common  Iron,  We  may 
fee  the  Method  of  refining  and  forging  Iron 
in  the  Philof.  Pranjl  N°  13-7. 

It  is  remarkable  in  the  Drofs  of  Iron,  which 
appears  like  a  Cinder  almoft  vitrified,  that' 
after  it  has  been  fome  Time  expofed  to  the 
Air  and  broken  into  (mall  Parts,  a  greac 
deal  of  Iron  may  be  then  extraded  from  it, 
as  I  have  found  by  Experience.  But  hither¬ 
to  I  do  not  know  any  of  the  Workers  in 
the  Iron  Forges  or  Furnaces,  that  underftand 
any  thing  of  it. 
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1  have  made  feveral  Experiments  in  this 
Way,  which  may  prove  ferviceable  to  fuch 
as  deal  in  Mines  of  that  Sort. 

Take  of  the  Cinders  or  Drofs  of  Iron, 
and  beat  them  well,  till  they  are  reduc’d  to 
a  fine  Powder  5  apply  then  the  Magnet,  or 
Loadftone,  to  that  Powder,  and  fuch  of 
the  Parts  as  are  pure  Iron,  will  adhere  to 
it ;  brufh  thofe  off,  and  apply  the  Load¬ 
ftone  again  to  the  Powder,  turning  the 
Powder  every  Time,  till  we  find  no  more 
Iron  adhere  to  the  Stone. 

In  a  Pound  of  this  Glafs  fo  beat,  I  have 
collected  near  fix  Ounces  of  Iron  by  this 
Means ;  but  commonly  it  anfwers  about, 
four  Ounces  to  the  Pound;  which  is  fo 
much  Lofs  to  the  Proprietor ;  but  might  be 
well  enough  faved,  if  there  was  more  Care 
taken  in  the  fluxing  of  it  at  fir  ft. 
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TIN.  . 

* 

Tin,  or  Stannum  Officinale,  is  a  bright 
Metal,  refembling  Silver  5  and  indeed 
contains  a  great  deal  of  Silver  in  it,  and 
fometimes  Gold,  though  in  a  (mail  Qiian- 
tity,  as  Dr.  Merret  relates*  in  his  Pinax.  It 
is  fuppofed,  that  it  is  unripe  Silver,  which 
in  feme  Ages  would  become  perfed  ;  and 
Tome  imagine  that  it  was  at  firft  Mercury, 
or  Quickiilver,  which  by  Length  of  Time 
in  the  Mine,  has  fix'd  it  felf.  It  is  harder 
than  Lead,  and  more  Silver  may  be  got  out 
of  it,  if  we  try  it  Quantity  for  Quantity 
with  Lead. 

i. 

i 

Q_U  ICKSILVE  R. 

Uickfiher ,  or  Mercury ,  or  Argen - 
turn  Vivum ,  is  a  Liquid  Mineral 
Body;  of  which  we  have  two  Sorts ;  one 
call’d  Virgin  Mercury ,  becaufe  in  fplitting 
the  Rock  or  Stone  from  which  Mercury  is 
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<3iftiird  (which  Stone  is  known  by  the 
Name  of  Cinnabar )  fome  of  the  Mercury 
will  run  from  the  Vein,  into  the  Cavities  of 
the  Rock,  which  is  therefore  call’d  virgin, 
bccaufe  it  never  fuffers  the  Fire,  as  the  o- 
ther  does,  which  is  made  after  this  Man¬ 
ner,  *viz.  by  grinding  the  Cinnabar,  and 
putting  it,  fo  ground,  into  an  Iron  Retort? 
and  applying  to  the  Retort  a  great  Stone 
Receiver  half  full  of  Water ;  then,  by  the 
Force  of  the  Fire,,  the  Quickfilver  rifes  in 
Vapours,  and  being  condenfcd  by  the  Wa¬ 
ter,  falls  to  the  Bottom  in  that  Form  we  fee 
it 

In  Several  Places  of  Europe ,  we  find  great 
Quantities  of  Mercury,  especially  in  Spain , 
near  Cor  dub  a,  where  there  is  a  plentiful 
Mine,  which  is  of  great  Ufe  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards ,  in  feparating  their  Silver  from  the 
Drofs,  which  is  done  by  Amalgamation .  A 
Spanijlo  Author  tells  us,  that  before  he  taught 
them  the  U  fe  of  Quickfilver, they  had  no  other 
Method  of  feparating  their  Silver,  but  by 
Fufion  only;  and  that  hehimfelf,  with  the 
Help  of  Quickfilver,  got  out  of  the  Dro£ 

C  4  fo 
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fo  much  Silver  as  amounted  to  twenty  Thou- 
fand  Pound  Sterling. 

Though  there  is  Quick  fiber  in  America , 
yet  they  have  not  enough  for  their  Ufe;  fo 
the  Spaniards  ballad:  their  Galleons  with 
the  Quickfiiver  of  their  own  Countrey, 
which  they  tye  up  in  Bladders,  which  Blad¬ 
ders  they  buy  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutch 
Merchants. 

I  cannot  imagine  what  was  the  Occafion 
that  Lemery  had  Thoughts  of  making  a 
Sublimate  of  Mercury  and  Sulphur,  which 
when  finifh’d,  we  call  Cinnabaris  Ojjic , 
only  to  make  it  more  commodious  for 
Tranfportation.  When  this  Cinnabar  is  in 
America ,  they  diftil  the  Mercury  again 
from  the  Cinnabar,  as  we  do  from  the  Mi¬ 
neral  Stone  at  the  fir  ft.  This  would  be  (b 
laborious,  as  well  as  expenfive,  that  it  would 
by  no  Means  anfwer  the  Defign :  But  the 
Merchants  uriderftand  better,  and  tranfport 
it  after  the  aforefaid  Manner.  Mercury  a- 
bounds  very  much  in  the  Hungarian  Mines, 
which  the  late  Emperor  being  in  great 
Want  of  Money  pawn’d  to  the  Dutch  for 

a  certain 
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a  certain  Term  of  Years,  which  raifed  the 
Price  from  Three  Shillings  and  Six-pence 
a  Pound,  to  Eight  Shillings  and  Six-pence* 
But  lately  we  have  had  fome  brought  from 
China ,  excellent  good,  and  far  exceeding 
the  'European  \  which  has  lower’d  the 
Price.  The  beft  of  all  we  have  from  Per- 
Jia.  The  purer  the  Cinnabar  is,  the  purer 
alfo  is  the  Mercury.  In  fame  Mines  you 
will  find  the  Mercury  mix’d  with  Arfenick, 
Orpiment,  and  other  impure  Mineral  Bo¬ 
dies,  which  impure  Bodies  are  not  found 
mix’d  with  the  Perfian  Cinnabar. 

Take  twelve  Ounces  of  fine  Perfian 
Cinnabar,  well  pulveriz’d,  and  mingled 
with  twenty  four  Ounces  of  Sal  T’artarum 
pulveriz’d  alfo,  which  Sal  P’artarum  mu  ft 
be  diffolv’d  in  Water,  filtrated  and  evapo¬ 
rated  ad  ficcitatem ,  to  clean  it  from  all  ter- 
reftrious  Bodies,  which  may  be  mingled  with 
it,  otherwife  you  will  be  deceiv’d  in  the  Ex¬ 
periment  :  Put  this  Powder  into  a  propor¬ 
tionable  Retort,  that  the  Powder  may  fill 
only  the  fourth  Part  of  it,  which  Rule  is 
commonly  obferv’d  in  other  Experiments, 

but 
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but  "ds  not  univerfal :  Place  your  Retort  in  a 
Calot,  on  a  Furnace,  and  fo  by  Degrees 
begin  your  Diftillation.  You  will  perceive 
your  Mercury  afeend  in  Vapours ;  when  the 
Vapours  begin  to  afeend,  keep  an  exa£t  mo¬ 
derate  Fire,  elfe  you  will  endanger  your 
.Glades ;  and  if  at  laft  you  muft  raife  your 
Fire,  you.  muft  do  it  gradually,  the  Necet 
fity  of  which,  you  will  perceive  by  the  flow 
Afcent  of  the  Vapours :  When  this  Diftilla¬ 
tion  is  over,  which  you  will  perceive  by  the 
Vapours  not  rifing  at  all,  you  will  find  in  your 
Receiver  ten  Ounces  of  pure  Mercury  did 
till'd  from  the  twelve  Ounces  of  Cinnabar 
before-mention 

This  Mercury  exceeds  all  other  for  the 
Barometer,  by  reafon  of  its  Purity;  for  tho* 
all  Mercury  grows  thick  and  impure  by  lo~ 
fing  its  more  volatile  Parts,  yet  this  will  laft 
much  longer  than  any  other. 

If  you  put  lake- warm  Water  in  your  Re¬ 
tort,  and  fhake  it  a  little,  and  then  let  it 
fettle,  the  Water  will  diftolve  your  Sal  tfar* 
tarum ,  and  the  Sulphur  will  precipitate: 
Decant  gently  the  Water  impregnated,  with 

Alcalick 
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Alcalick  Salt,  and  put  frelh  warm  Water  on 
the  Sulphur ;  (hake  it,  let  it  fettle,  then  de¬ 
cant  it  j  repeat  this  Operation  three  or  four 
Times,  till  the  Sulphur  is  edulcorated :  This 
Sulphur,  though  it  is  not  ufed  either  through 
Ignorance,  or  becaufe  it  is  dear,  is  doubtlefs 
an  excellent  Medicine ;  for  it  is  Sulphur 
jixum ,  maturumque ;  and  the  good  Effefts 
of  Perfian  Cinnabar  in  the  Epilepfy,  are 
attributed  to  the  Sulphur,  more  than  to  the 
Mercury. 

Mercury  is  feldom  ufed  internally,  except 
in  the  Diftemper  call’d  Miferere  mei ,  which 
is  an  Inverfion  of  the  periftaltick  Motion  of 
the  Guts.  In  this  Cafe  the  Patient  takes 
three  or  four  Pounds  of  Mercury,  which 
extending  the  Inteftines,  often  cures ;  pro¬ 
per  corroborating  Medicines  being  after- 
wards  applied  •,  as  the  Elixir  Vitriolic  Myn- 
fiffihi,  &c.  Sometimes  the  Mercury  runs 
through  by  its  own  Weight  and  Aftivity, 
without  any  Effe£t.  There  is  no  Remedy 
yet  found  out,  but  that  of  large  Shot,  taken 
after  the  fame  Manner ;  and  if  this  fails,  the 
Patient  certainly  dies.  Crude  Mercury  is ; 
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given  in  no  ocher  Difeafe,  except  the  Mor¬ 
bus  Galljcus. 

Take  four  Ounces  of  Mercury,  fix  Oun¬ 
ces  of  common  Turpentine;  put  them  into 
a  Mortar,  and  dir  them  with  a  wooden 
Pedle ;  the  Mercury  will  be  divided  per 
Mini  mas  ,  and  fo  incorporated  with  the 
Turpentine,  that  it  cannot  be  feen,  which 
the  Vulgar  call  Mer curium  ext  indium :  Then 
take  five  Ounces  of  Antimony  finely  pow¬ 
der'd,  four  Ounces  of  Coloquintida  pow-^ 
der’d  alfo ;  mix  them  altogether  in  the  fame 
Mortar,  in  a  maJJ'a  Pilulari .  The  Dofe  is 
Half  a  Drachm  every  three  Days. 

AnUmonmm  Officwarum. 

THIS  is  a  Metal  in  Subdance  folid, 
ponderous,  friable,  of  a  lead  Colour, 
confiding  of  long  and  fplendent  Rays.  Wc 
receive  this  from  the  Mines  from  Hungary , 
< Tranfyhania ,  and  feyeral  Parts  in  England * 
It  is  allow’d  by  Authors  to  be  only  a  bafe 
or  imperfed  Metal:  It  has  in  it  the  Qua¬ 
lity  of  Mercury ,  as  far  as  didributing  its 

Powers^ 
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Powers  without  tofing  of  its  Weight ;  for 
when  either  Antipiony  or  Mercury  are  in- 
fufed  in  any  Liquids,  they  communicate 
their  Virtues  in  fuch  a  Manner  to  the  Li¬ 
quids  j  that  they  feverally  poflfefs  their  Qua¬ 
lities*,  and  though  the  fame  Trial  be  made 
upon  either  of  them  for  many  Thoufand 
Times,  neither  Mercury  nor  the  Antimony 
we  ufe,  become  of  lefs  Weight  than  they 
were  before. 

Antimony  and  Mercury  feem  to  polTeft 
the  fame  Powers  of  the  Porcupine  Stones  in 
King  s-College  Treafury,  given  to  that  So¬ 
ciety  by  Sir  'Thomas  Page  their  Provoft; 
thefe  Stones  are  a  little  rough  on  the  outfide, 
and  within  fomewhat  flinty*  He  tells  us  in 
his  Memorandum,  that  if  we  infufe  one  of 
them  in  a  Pint  of  Water  or  Ale  for  a  few 
Hours,  the  Water  impregnated  by  its  Vir¬ 
tues,  will  cure  an  Intermitting  Fever;  as  the 
Water  wherein  crude  Mercury  has  been 
boiled,  is  a  certain  Remedy  in  Diftempers  on 
the  Skin ,  when  >ris  applied  warm  to  the 
Parts  afte&ed.  So  Antimony,  efpecially  the 
Regulus,  of  which  we  make  the  antimonial 

1  Cup? 
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Cup  5  the  Wine  or  any  other  potable  Li¬ 
quor,  wherein  either  the  Antimony  is  put 
or  info  fed,  will  produce  an  Emetick  Li¬ 
quor,  more  or  left  powerful,  as  the  Anti¬ 
mony  has  more  or  left  Time  to  communi¬ 
cate  its  Virtues  to  it. 

We  mud  take  Notice  that  where  we  have 
a  Neceflity  of  infofing  the  Parts  of  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  fuch.  as  the  Ipecacuanha ,  or  the  like? 
their  Strength  is  more  or  leis  violent*  as  we 
allow  Time  for  their  InfoCon ;  fo  is  the  An- 
timonial  InfoCon  fo  much  the  ftronger  by  an 
Hour  or  more,  as  we  happen  to  leave  the 
Liquid  upon  it. 

With  Regard  to  Antimony  ,  feme  Au¬ 
thors  will  have  us  believe  that  it  indicates 
Gold  in  the  lame  Place  where  it  is  found, 
as  Sparr  is  faid  to  denote  Lead.  And  feme 
Aichymifts  have  endeavoured  to  extraft 
Gold  from  Antimony ;  and  the  Empiricks 
of  our  Days  have  therefore  upon  their  Foot¬ 
ing  endeavoured  to  impofe  upon  us  a  Pre» 
paration  of  Gold  with  Antimony,  as  if  the 
two  could  be  conjoyn’d ;  but  by  many  In-  . 
dances  the  contrary  may  be  proved,  as  the 

worthy 
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worthy  Mr.  Mickeborough ,  Profeffor  of  Chy- 
miftry  in  our  Univerfity,  may  more  parti¬ 
cularly  inform  you.  And  it  is  to  be  hopedj, 
Gentlemen,  that  every  Profeffor  in  their 
veral  Branches  of  Phyfick,  will  take  their 
proper  Opportunities  of  reading  to  you,  and 
explaining  the  feveral  Parts  of  their  Know¬ 
ledge,  that  we  may  not  want  any  Thing 
among  11s  which  is  neceffary  to  confirm 
that  Charafter  which  lias  always  been  given 
to  Cambridge  and  Oxford . 

If  you  will  yet  give  me  Leave  to  make  a 
further  Excutfion,  I  would  fay  that  I  fear 
the  want  of  thefe  Le&ures  publickly,  ha$ 
occafioned  many  to  feek  them  abroad,  and 
fly  to  Foreign  Univerfities  for  that  Know¬ 
ledge  which  we  might  gain  at  home. 

The  feveral  Preparations  of  Antimony  are 
fo  various,  that  it  would  confound  the  Me¬ 
mory  of  any  Gentleman  here  prefent  to  re¬ 
peat  them  all ;  but  for  thofe  which  are  im¬ 
mediately  in  Ufe,  I  (hall,  as  far  as  my  Part 
relates  to  thefe  Schools,  mention  them. 

The  pure  or  Virgin  Antimony  I  have  al¬ 
ready  defcribcd,  and  next  to  that  is  the  Re- 

gulus 
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gulus  Antimonii ,  or  Regulus  of  Antimony, 
the  making  of  which  we  are  referred  to  the 
worthy  Gentleman  who  has  the  Direftion 
of  our  Laboratory.  En  pajparit ,  however, 
I  may  obferve  that  it  confifts  of  Antimony, 
Tartar,  and  Nitre,  powder’d  and  well  mix¬ 
ed  ;  then  put  into  a  Crucible  that  is  red  hot 
by  fmall  Degrees,  till  the  Whole  is  in  Fufi- 
om,  then  let  it  remain  till  it  flings  out  ten 

e 

We  take  it  after  this  and  pour  it  into  a 
Mortar  which  hath  been  well  cleaned,  and 
heated  and  greafed  with  Butter  or  Tallow ; 
2nd  when  it  is  cold  turn  it  out.  The  Scoria 
fhould  be  put  by  in  a  glaz’d  Earthen  Pan,  of 
which  is  made  the  Sulphur  Au  fat  um^  to  rec- 
tifie  the  Regulus  A?7timonii  it  pafles  the  Pro- 
cefs,  excepting  only  that  we  add  more  Ni¬ 
tre  to  it  in  the  fecond  Operation. 

After  the  Regulus  Antimonii  is  made,  the 
Sccria  of  that  contributes  to  make  what  we 
call  the  Sulphur  Auratum  Antimonii ,  or 
Gold  Sulphur  of  Antimony,  which  is  done 
by  boyling  the  Scoria  of  the  Regulus  in  a- 
bout  eighteen  or  twenty  Times  its  Weight 

of 
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of  pure  Water,  ftirring  it  for  an  Hour,  and 
while  it  is  hot  pafs  it  through  a  fine  Sieve 
or  Straining-Cloth ;  then  add  to  it  diftilled 
Vinegar,  and  a  red  Powder  will  precipitate: 
When  this  Powder  is  well  fettled,  add  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  diftilled  Vinegar,  and  if  the  clear 
Liquor  fliould  be  difturbed  by  it,  let  it  fettle, 
and  gently  pour  in  more  Vinegar  till  the 
Liquor  remains  clear ;  it  may  then  be  wain- 
ed  with  warm  Water  till  the  Smell  and 
Tafte  have  abandoned  it;  after  this  fi.ltre  it, 
and  laft  of  all  when  it  is  free  from  the  Li¬ 
quid,  dry  it  in  an  Earthen  glazed  Difli. 

This  is  Emetick  and  Cathartick,  while 
the  foregoing  has  for  the  mod  Part  an  E- 
metick  Quality  only ;  in  this,  meaning  the 
Sulphur  Auratum  Antimonii ,  one  may  give 
from  one  to  fix  or  feven  Grains  for  a  Dofe. 
The  Operation  of  the  firft  has  almoft  the 
fame  Effect  as  the  Crocus  Metallorum. 

The  next  Preparation  of  Antimony  is 
called  Regulus  Antimonii  Martialis ,  or  Rc- 
galus  of  Antimony  with  Iron  or  Steel  ;  it  is 
made  of  common  Nails  or  any  old  Iron,  in 
fmall  Pieces,  put  into  a  large  Crucible,  placed 
upon  a  thin  Brick  in  a  melting  Furnace,  that 
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it  may  receive  the  Fire  gradually,  till  the  E 
ron  is  ready  to  melt;  then  fling  in,  by  a  lit¬ 
tle  at  a  Time,  your  Antimony,  with  a  fourth 
Part  of  Nitre,  and  about  an  eighth  Part  of 
Tartar,  well  powdered  and  mixed  together; 
your  Crucible  mud  then  be  covered  with 
Charcole,  and  the  Door  of  the  Furnace  fhut 
dofe  till  the  Fufion  is  fo  ftrong,  that  no 
more  Sparks  arife  from  the  Body;  we  are 
then  to  take  it  from  the  Fire,  and  pour  it  in¬ 
to  an  Iron  Mortar,;  buttered,  greafed  and 
warmed  as  we  have  mentioned  before. 

When  it  is  cold,  we  may  take  oft'  the  Sco¬ 
ria ,  and  melt  it  a  fecond  Time,  adding  by 
little  and  little  fome  Nitre  powdered,  while 
it  ftands  in  Fufion,  taking  Care  that  we  do* 
not  move  it  from  the  Fire  till  it  has  done 
fparkling.  Put  this  then  in  a  warm  Mor¬ 
tar  as  before,  and  repeat  the  fame  Operation 
once  or  twice  more,  ftill  adding  more  Nitre 
to  it  by  gentle  Degrees ;  and  when  it  is  coldr 
and  we  have  beat  oft'  the  Scoria  from  it,  we 
fhall  perceive  the  Regulus  to  diftribute  its 
Rays  as  from  a  Center 

This  its  firfl:  Operation  is  lefs  powerful 
than  the  former,  feldom  proving  an  Emetick. 

Vitrum 
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Vi t rum  Antimonii ,  ol*  the  Giafs  of  Anti¬ 
mony,  which  is  made  by  reducing  Antimo¬ 
ny  into  a  line  Powder,,  and  fetting  it  over  a 
gentle  Fire  in  an  unglafed  Pan  till  its  Fumes 
have  abandoned  it;  but  it  mu  ft  be  ftirred 
all  the  Time  to  prevent  its  running  into 
Lumps.  When  the  Antimony  is  calcin’d,  it 
is  put  into  a  Crucible  and  fet  in  a  Wind- 
Furnace,  with  a  Tile  underneath,  and  one 
on  the  Top,  till  it  is  brought  into  a  ftrong 
Fufton  by  Charcoal  around  it  and  over  it ; 
it  will  bear  a  Fire  then  of  an  Hour,  and  by 
putting  in  then  a  Rod  of  Iron,  we  may 
difeover  when  it  is  tranfparent;  and  when 
we  perceive  that,  pour  it  upon  a  hot  and 
even  Face  of  Marble,  which  will  give  us 
the  Glals  of  Antimony  which  is  called  Sti- 
bium ,  and  is  the  ftrongeft  Emetick  prepared 
from  Antimony.  However  it  has  been  al¬ 
lowed  to  give  this,  as  far  as  eight  or  nine 
Grains  in  a  Dofe,  I  think  it  too  harfh  for  any 
Conffitution. 

Another  Preparation  of  A  ntimony  is  caU 
led  Crocus  Metallorurn ,  or  Saffron  of  Me¬ 
tals;  it  is  compofed  of  Antimony,  Nitre, 

D  z  and 
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and  common  Sale.  In  its  Operation  it  is 
Emetick  by  infufing  it  in  white  Wine;  it  is 
called  in  the  Shops  Vinum  BenediBum.  The 
Preparation  is  about  one  Ounce  of  Crocus 
to  a  Quart  of  Wine,  and  the  Dofe  about 
two  or  three  Drams,  or  even  as  far  as  an 
Ounce  to  ftrong  Conftitutions ;  but  all  the 
Preparations  of  Antimony  are  very  rough? 
and  require  a  skilful  Phyfician  to  diftribute 
them.  They  are  however  excellent  in  their 
Ufe. 

The  next  is  Antimonium  Diaphoreticum , 
or  the  Diaphoretick  Antimony,  which  is 
made  of  Antimony  and  Nitre,  as  the  Fro- 
feffor  of  Chymiftry  will  fhew  you;  this  is  a 
Diaphoretick,  and  fhould  be  kept  clofe  from 
the  Air;  for  if  the  Particles  of  Nitre  mix 
with  the  Air,  it  will  render  it  an  Emetick. 
It  is  iome  times  given  with  Alexipharmicks  in 
Venereal  and  Scorbutick  Cafes,  for  it  is  ac¬ 
counted  a  great  Cleanfer  of  the  Blood,  Wid 
it  is  without  doubt  ufed  by  many  Empiricks 
in  thofe  Cafes. 

There  is  a  Tin&ure  made  of  this,  which 
is  very  Diuretick  and  Sudorifick,  and  e- 

fteemed 
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fteemed  to  be  good  in  moft  Chronical  Di- 
ftempers. 

The  Cerujfa  Antimonii  is  another  Pre¬ 
paration  made  of  the  Regulus  of  Antimony 
and  Spirit  of  Nitre;  its  Ufe  is  Diaphoretick, 
and,  according  to  fome  Authors,  is  (did  to 
equal  the  Bezoar  Mineral  in  its  Virtues; 
the  Dofe  of  this  feldom  exceeds  a  Dram. 

The  Magiftery  of  Antimony  is  compo¬ 
sed  of  Antimony  and  Aqua  Regis ;  its  Ope¬ 
ration  is  Diaphoretick,  and,  like  the  former 
Preparations  of  Antimony ,  is  fuppofed  by 
the  late  Mr,  IViljon  to  be  good  in  Venereal 
Cafes,  or  even  to  affift  in  the  Gout. 

Antimonium  Catharticum ,  is  compofed 
of  the  Glafs  of  Antimony  and  Oil  of  Vitri¬ 
ol  ;  it  is  Cathartick,  and  may  be  given  to  a 
Patient  without  Difficulty  in  any  Chronicle. 
Cafe;  and  is  frequently  now  prefer ibed  by 
the  moft  able  Phyftcians  in  the  moft  invete¬ 
rate  Poxes, 

Flores  Antimonii, ,  or  Flowers  of  Antimo¬ 
ny,  which  are  prepared  by  fubliming  Pots: 
This  Preparation  of  Antimony  feems  to  dif¬ 
fer  the  moft  aftiye  Salts  and  Sulphur  that 

D  3  is 
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is  in  Antimony^  its  Quality  is  Emetick,  but 
with  fo  much  Violence,  that  it  muft  be  gi¬ 
ven  with  great  Caution. 

Butyrum  Antimonii ,  Butter  of  Antimony, 
is  made  of  Antimony  and  Sublimate  in  equal 
Proportions ;  thefe  will  produce  both  a  But¬ 
ter  and  a  Cinnabar;  the  Butter  is  only  ufed 
as  a  Cofiick  externally,  and  we  feldom  find 
this  Sort  of  Cinnabar  in  the  Shops, 

We  have  yet  the  Cinnabar  Antimonii 
made  with  crude  Mercury,  common  Sulphur^ 
and  Antimony.  This  Cinnabar  is  not  fo 
ftrong;  as  the  former. 


Bifmuthum ,  or  Bifmuth,  is  by  fome  Au¬ 
thors  fuppofed  to  be  a  fulphureous  Marcha- 
fite;  or,  as  Doctor  Quincy  fays,  a  Recre¬ 
ment  of  Meta!:  It  is  fuppofed  that  the  Bife 
much  is  loaded  with  Tin,  and  for  that  Rea- 
fon  fome  People  call  it  Tin-Glafs ;  it  feems 
to  be  equal  to  the  Sparr  of  Lead,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  modern  Philoiophers ,  nou~ 
rifhes  the  Metal  where  ’tis  found.  They 
ufe  this  in  making  Mirroirs  or  Looking- 
Glaffes,  without  taking  the  Trouble  of  Tin 
and  Mercury ,  as  is  generally  done  in  the 
"  "  ’  *'  ;  *  '  ^  ‘  ' '  ^  Shops, 
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Shops.  We  have  of  late  feen  many  Inftan- 
ces  of  it  in  Saltfellers  which  have  been  com¬ 
monly  fold,  and  other  Glafs  Toys  of  the 
tike  Kind.  The  Germans  firft  introduced 
this  among  us,  and  have  given  us  fome  di¬ 
verting  Fancies  in  this  Way  in  Looking- 
Glafles,  &c. 

We  have  a  fadkious  Sort  made  of  Tin, 
Tartar,  and  Arfenick,  which  fometimes  we 
find  in  the  Shops,  and  is  a  proper  Subfti- 
tute  to  the  Bifmutbum .  To  defcribe  it,  it 
is  bright  and  brittle,  and  will  break  in 
large  Flakes  like  the  Regulus  Marti s,  and  is 
as  ponderous  as  Gold :  Of  this  are  made  the 
Flores  Bifmuthi ,  which  come  from  the  Bif¬ 
muth  finely  powdered,  and  Nitre.  The 
Ufe  of  thefe  are  as  a  Fucus  mixed  with  Po¬ 
matum,  but  is  not  properly  in  Ufe,  unlefs 
the  nitrous  or  arfenic  Salts  are  wafhed  away 
by  frequently  applying  warm  Water  to  it* 
Some  Authors  reckon  it  a  good  Diaphore- 
cick,  but  there  are  enough  without  it. 

The  Magiftcry  of  Bifmuth  is  prepared  of 
Bifmuth  or  Tin-Glafi,  with  Spirit  of  Nitre 
made  with  Oil  of  Vitriol  ,  and  common 
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Water  with  a  little  Marine  Salt.  This  is 
ufed  as  a  Cofmetick,  but  it  ought  by  no 
Means  to  be  ufed  while  ’tis  warm,  for  the 
Fumes  are  noxious. 

Litbargyrus  Anri ,  or  Litharge  of  Gold; 
fo  called  from  its  Colour,  though  it  arifes  in 
the  Purification  of  Silver,  and  therefore 
fliould  rather  be  called  Litharge  of  Silver. 
Its  Ufe  is  in  Emplafters,  it  diffolves  being 
boyfd  in  Oyl,  and  gives  it  a  proper  Confix 
ftence  in  the  Diachylum ;  "tis  cooling,  and 
gives  a  Tenfity  to  the  Parts  on  which  it  is 
applied;  it  is  reckoned  a  Repellent. 

Cuprum y  or  Copper,  affords  us  only  two 
or  three  Preparations  that  are  of  fome 
The  Mrugo  JEris ,  or  Verdigreafe  is  one; 
this  is  only  the  Ruff:  of  Copper  made  by 
the  Corroiion  of  an  Add,  inch  as  one  may 
prefs  from  unripe  Grapes,  or  of  Verjuice 
made  of  Crabs.  The  belt  comes  from 
France ,  it  produces  the  gay  eft  green  Co¬ 
lour,  but  not  durable  in  Painting  unlefs 
well  corrected.  We  may  make  a  Liquid 
Colour  of  it  for  (taming  or  waffling  of 
Prints,  or  to  be  ufed  as  a  Water  Colour,  by 
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boyling  it  in  ftrong  Vinegar,  and  adding  to 
it  a  little  white  Argil,  which  opens  the  Parts 
of  the  Verdigreafe,  and  makes  it  a  free  wri¬ 
ting  Ink.  The  Phyfical  Ufe  is  in  external 
Compofitions,  and  is  an  extraordinary  Clean-, 
ier  of  foul  Ulcers.  We  have  another  Pre¬ 
paration  of  it  called  TinBura  Veneris ,  or 
Tincture  of  Copper.  Take  Verdigreafe  one 
Dram,  Spirit  of  Sal  Armoniack  and  rectified 
Spirit  of  Wine,  of  each  half  an  Ounce,  let 
cm  hand  till  they  are  of  a  deep  Sky  Colour. 
This  Preparation  of  it  makes  an  admirable 
Inje&ion  for  a  Gonorrhea ,  but  it  fhould  on¬ 
ly  be  ufed  when  the  Infe&ion  is  in  the  Ure¬ 
thra,  and  when  it  is  only  there,  a  Per  (on 
may  foon  be  cured  with  it.  This  is  ufed 
by  many  Phyficians  of  the  firft  Rank,  and 
was  firft  introduced  among (1:  us  by  Doctor 
Cockburn . 

A  Tin&urc  of  pure  Copper  in  Aqua  For - 
tis  will  produce  a  beautiful  green  Liquid 
which  if  we  dip  in  a  Piece  of  Steel  or  Iron^ 
will  immediately  give  it  a  Copper  Colour; 
and  after  that,  if  we  rub  that  Iron  over  with 
m  Amalgama  made  of  Mercury  and  Gold, 
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it  will  take  a  Silver  Colour;  and  then  by 
putting  the  fame  over  a  Charcoal  Fire,  the 
Mercury  will  evaporate  and  leave  the  Gold 
lb  fixed  upon  the  Iron  that  it  may  be  po- 
liflied. 

Argentum  vhum,  five  Mercurius ,  or 
Quickfilver,  I  have  treated  of  in  my  for¬ 
mer  Ledure,  /.  e.  I  have  (hewn  from  whence 
it  is  deriv'd;  Cinnabar  I  have  explain’d  to 
;be  the  Mother  or  Marchafite  of  it,  of  which 
we  have  two  Sorts,  viz.  the  native  Cinna¬ 
bar,  and  the  faditious.  In  the  firft  we  ob« 
ferve  the  virgin  Mercury,  and  in  the  other 
which  is  the  Compofition,  the  Mercury  may 
be  extraded,  of  which  it  is  compofed :  But 
however  this  is,  the  following  Preparations 
are  ufed  frequently  in  Phyfick,  without  re¬ 
gard  to  the  native  Cinnabar,  or  the  fadi- 
tious ;  though  I  conceive  that  the  diftilled 
Mercury  is  more  pure  than  virgin.  The 
firft  Preparation  which  I  fhali  mention  of 
Mercury,  is  called  Mercurius  Sublimatus , 
or  White  Sublimate. 

This  is  made  of  Quickfilver,  Aqua  for « 
tisy  calcin'd  Vitriol,  and  dry'd  Salt.  As  for 

jthe 
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the  Difference  which  the  Chymifts  make  in 
producing  this  Sublimate,  by  tiling  Spirit 
of  Nitre  inftead  of  Aqua  fortis ,  it  is  tri¬ 
fling,  This  Sublimate  is  a  very  powerful 
Efcharotick,  and  will  eat  awray  proud  Fleflh, 
and  a  little  of  it,  diffolv’d  in  Lime-water, 
has  been  frequently  ufed  to  cure  cutaneous 
Diftempers,  and  to  wafli  fcorbutick  Ul¬ 
cers. 

The  next  is  Mercurius  Sublimatus  dulcis , 
which  is  prepar’d  of  the  before-mention’d 
corrofive  Sublimate,  and  crude  Mercury, 
From  this  we  get  what  we  call  the  CalomeL 

It  is  remarkable  that  Mercury  thus  chan¬ 
ged,  is  in  the  firffc  Preparation,  as  White 
Sublimate,  an  immediate  Poyfon ;  but  when 
it  is  in  that  Shape,  which  we  call  Mercy- 
rim  Sublimatus  dulcis ,  it  is  a  fafe  Cathar- 
tick. 

Mercurius  Prcecipitatus  Ruber ,  or  Red 
Precipitate,  is  made  of  crude  Mercury  and 
Aqua  fortis ,  as  our  Profefior  of  Chymiftry 
will  fbew  you:  Tis  of  great  U(e  in  Un¬ 
guents,  to  cure  any  Foulnefs  in  the  Skin. 

*  ;  .  .  ^  •  s  <  ,  ••  ■' 

<t  •  T 


Menu 


44  Materia  Medica. 

Mercurius  Pracipitatus  Albas  is  made  of 
Mercury  diflolv’d  in  Spirit  of  Nitre,  and 
the  Spirit  of  Sal  Armoniac  added  to  it*  It 
is  of  U  fe  in  cutaneous  Cafes,  efpecially  where 
the  Itch  prevails* 

Pur  pet  hum  Miner aley  or  Turbith  Mine¬ 
ral,  or  Yellow  Precipitate*  This  is  com- 
pofed  of  Quickfilver  and  Spirit  of  Nitre, 
with  an  Addition  of  Oil  of  Vitriol ,  or  elfe, 
according  to  Beguinus ,  is  made  of  Mercury 
and  Oil  of  Sulphur,  by  the  Bell  It  is  a  vi¬ 
olent  Emetick,  and  of  excellent  Ufe  in  the 
Morbus  Gallicus ,  in  the  moft  confirm'd 
State;  but  as  its  Operations  are  violent,  we 
ought  not  to  give  it  to  the  ftrongeft  Patient 
without  allowing  him  two  Days  Reft  be¬ 
tween  Whiles*  I  have  met  with  the  beft  of 
this,  as  well  as  the  other  Preparations  of 
Mercury,  at  Mr*  Godfrey’s ,  Chymift,  in 
Southampton- S treet  Covent-Gar  deny  who  is 
too  well  known  to  need  any  Encomium. 

The  Turbith,  though  it  is  violent  in  its. 
Operation,  leaves  the  Body  in  good  Order. 

The  /Ethiops  Mineral  is  made  of  Flow-* 
ers  of  Sulphur  and  crude  Mercury  ground 

together 
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together  in  an  Iron  Mortar,  or  elfe  by  Defla¬ 
gration  .  though  the  firft  Method  is  to  be 
preferr’d.  Some,  indeed.,  would  melt  the 
Sulphur,  and  ftir  the  Mercury  into  it* 

This  Preparation  of  Mercury  is  as  gentle 
in  its  Working,  and  a  fafe  Medicine :  It  may 
be  given  to  young  Children  for  the  Worms, 
or  to  difcharge  any  Acrimony  of  the  Hu¬ 
mours,  and  in  the  Itch  it  is  infallible :  About 
ten  Grains  or  a  Dram,  is  the  Dofe,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Conftitution. 

We  may  inftance  one  more  Preparation 
of  Mercury,  which  is  call’d  Mercurius  Pra - 
cipitatus  Viridis ,  or  Green  Precipitate,  which 
is  made  of  Mercury,  Spirit  of  Nitre,  or 
ftrong  Aqua  fortis  and  fine  Copper,  as  our 
Profeffor  of  Chymiftry  will  fhew  you* 

This  by  fome  is  accounted  a  Specified:  in 
a  Gonorrhea ,  but  its  Dofe  mu  ft  be  very 
fmall,  i .  e.  about  three  or  four  Grains. 

In  the  Preparation  of  this  Medicine,  dis¬ 
tilled  Vinegar  is  ufed  as  well  as  Honey* 

We  have,  befide  thefe  Preparations  of 
Mercury,  what  they  call  the  Prince’s  Pow¬ 
der,  and  what  is  called  the  Arcanum  Co - 

ralinum 
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ralinum ,  which  Tome  efteem  very  much : 
They  have  each  of  them  the  fame  Quality, 
and  operate  chiefly  by  Stool.  Some  (ay 
that  either  of  thefe  are  good  in  the  Gout, 
the  Dropfy,  Scurvy,  and  Itch,  as  well  as  in' 
venereal  Cafes. 

We  may  yet  mention  one  more  Prepara¬ 
tion  of  Mercury,  which  is  called  the  Cin¬ 
nabar  faBitium 5  or  artificial  Cinnabar, 
which  is  made  of  Sulphur  and  Mercury, 
and  from  whence  the  Mercury  may  be  re-’ 
fblved,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  Minium ,  which  by 
Fire  may  be  made  to  produce  Lead,  as  it 
was  in  its  firft  State  ;  witnefs  in  the  burning 
of  red  Wafers,  which  are  competed  of  Mi¬ 
nium,  Flour,  &c,  we  (hall  have  pure  Lead 
drop  from  them, 

SULPHUR. 

SUlphur  nativum  &  vivum  Offic .  or  Sul¬ 
phur  Vive ,  or  Native  Sulphur ,  is  dug 
out  of  the  Earth  folid  and  pure.  What  we 
call  Sulphur  faBitium  Ojjic »  or  Briraftone, 
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is  re&ified  from  the  Sulphur  Vive  by  Fire* 
It  is  of  a  yellow  Colour,  pinguid,  ponde¬ 
rous,  and  eafily  inflammable,  producing  a 
blue  Flame. 

Sulphur  Caballinum  Offic .  or  Horfe- 
Brimftone,  is  nothing  elfe  but  what  is  pro¬ 
duced  from  the  Remains  in  purifying  the 
live  Sulphur. 

Sulphur  Commune ,  or  common  Brim¬ 
ftone,  is  made  of  common  Sulphur,  and 
common  Rofm.  We  may  fee  an  Account 
of  many  Sorts  of  it,  in  Hartmannus ,  pag. 
20,21. 

The  Lapis  JEtifes ,  or  the  Eagle-Stone, 
has  not  yet  been  afcertained  by  the  Nam- 
ralifts  whether  it  belongs  to  the  mineral  or 
animal  Kingdoms :  Some  fay  that  it  is  found 
in  the  Eagle’s  Nell.  There  is  one  of  them 
now  whole,  and  another  of  them  broken, 
in  the  Colleftion  of  Mr.  Vigani  at  Queen's 
College .  The  Defcription  of  it  is,  that  the 
Stone  is  fometimes  round,  fometimes  of  the 
Figure  of  an  Egg,  and  has  always  in  it  a 
final!  Stone  that  rattles  when  we  (hake  it. 
It  has  been  (aid,  that  it  has  been  found  in 
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the  Maw  of  an  Eagle,  and  likewife  that  it 
is  a  common  Stone.  For  my  own  Part,  I 
have  found  two  of  them,  and  have  met 
with  three  or  four  more  that  were  taken 
out  of  Gravel  Pits,  fome  at  Hillingdon  near 
Uxbridge ,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex. 

Samuel  Raynardfon ,  Efq;  well  known  to 
all  the  Virtuofi  of  his  Time ,  had  two,  of 
an  extraordinary  Size ;  one  of  them,  parti¬ 
cularly,  was  more  than  three  Inches  Dia¬ 
meter,  which  he  kept  always  in  Water,  to 
preferve  the  Body  of  Water  which  was  com 
rain'd  within  the  outward  Cafe*  In  this 
Body  of  Water  was  another  Stone,  which 
would  rattle  when  we  (hook  it ;  and  we 
might  hear  the  Water  Noife  at  the  fame 
Time. 

From  hence  it  appears,  that  the  Lapis 
JEiites ,  or  Eagle-Stone,  does  not  proceed 
from  the  Eagle;  for  neither  Mr.  Raynard¬ 
fon,  my  felf,  or  others,  that  have  colleded 
this  Stone,  have  ever  found  it  any  where 
but  in  Gravel-Pits,  or  upon  the  Ground 
where  no  Eagle  had  ever  been  feen. 


Some 
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Some  tell  u s,  that  it  is  of  a  (mail  Siz e* 
no  bigger  than  a  Chefiiut*  but  I  have  heard 
of  one  that  was  much  larger  than  what  I 
have  mention'd.  The  Stone,  however,  in 
Queen  s  College  Colled  ion,  is  about  three  In¬ 
ches  in  Length,  and  the  broken  Stone  there^ 
ieems  to  determine  that  it  was  about  the 
fame  Size.  ' 

This  Stone  has  carried  with  it  many  fix- 
perditions  Notions ,  and  odd  Conceits ;  ’tis 
fbmetimes  term'd,  Lapis  veluti praegnans,  a- 
lio  in  utero  fonantey  from  the  founding  or 
rattling  of  the  Stone  in  the  Belly  of  the  o 
ther;  or  that  the  Stone  is  pregnant  with 
another.  Some  People  would  have  it,  that 
it  influences  the  Foetus  in  a  Woman  with 
Child :  Being  worn  about  the  Arm,  it  pre¬ 
vents  Abortion;  and  about  the  Thigh,  it 
helps  Delivery,  But  many  Proofs  have  been 
made  of  it,  and  we  find  there  is  nothing 
in  the  propofed  Virtues.  I  have  only  given 
this  Account,  that  the  Gentlemen  in  this 
Courfe  of  Ledures  may  not  be  difappointed 
in  the  Trial  of  it. 
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Lapis  Calaminaris ,  or  Calamine,  is  chiefs 
ly  found  about  Flanders ,  and  at  Aix  la 
Cbapelle ,  efpecially  there.  There  is  abun¬ 
dance  of  it  found,  which  no  doubt  has 
great  Influence  upon  the  Waters  of  that 
Place,  which  are  fo  famous.  This  Cala¬ 
mine  has  been  given  us  by  Glauber ,  as  a 
Foffil,  partaking  of  the  Nature  of  Gold . 
and  Etmuller  recommends  it  as  a  Mineral, 
which  will  concentrate  (as  he  fays)  the  acid 
Spirit  of  Minerals.  It  is  ufed  in  Medicine 
as  a  Dryer  and  Abforbent,  in  outward  Appli¬ 
cations  ;  fometimes  in  Cerates  and  Plaifterss 
and  as  a  Cleanfer  of  Ulcers ;  and  alfo  as 
Collyriums  againft  Inflammations  of  the 
Eyes. 

This  Lapis  Calaminaris  is  ufed  in  mak¬ 
ing  of  Brais  with  Copper;  and  it  is  like- 
wife  ufed  with  Copper  in  making  that  Me¬ 
tal  which  is  call'd  Bath  Metal,  which  re- 
fembles  Gold,  but  will  foon  tarnifh,  as  plain 
Copper  will  do.  But  to  preferve  a  Metal 
of  this  Compofition  yet  a  little  longer  from 
tamifhing,  the  Lapis  Lutia  is  ufed. 
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Lutia,  or  Tutty,  comes  from  the  Btafs 
in  the  Furnace :  It  is  extreamly  hard,  almoft 
as  Glafs.  Irs  Ufe  in  Medicine,  is  chiefly  in 
Lotions,  for  inflamed  Eyes. 

Lapis  Hibernia  or  Irijh  Slate ,  is  a  Fof- 
fil,  of  a  bluifh  Colour,  is  foftcr—than  the 
common  Slate,  and  will  break  in  Flakes. 
We  have  in  Queen's  College  Colleftion,  two 
Specimens  of  it,  though  both  of  the  fame 
Virtues :  One  of  them  is  diftinguifhed  from 
the  other,  by  having  the  Marks  of  Fern  in 
it. 

The  Virtues  are  generally  fuppofed  to 
be  healing  of  inward  Bruifes,  that  it  helps 
the  Lungs;  but  few  regular  Phyficians  ule 
it. 

Ammoniacum ,  or  Sal  Armoniac ,  we  re¬ 
ceive  from  Alexandria  in  /Egypt  ^  by  means 
of  the  Ships  belonging  to  the  Lurkey  Com¬ 
pany;  aslikewife  from  the  Venetians  and  the 
Hollanders ,  who  trade  to  the  Levant.  We 
have  two  Sorts  in  the  Shops,  one  which 
they  call  the  natural,  and  another  which  is 
artificial.  They  tell  us,  that  the  firft  is 
found  in  fuch  Ground  as  has  imbibed  the 
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Urine  of  Animals ;  but  it  is  not  at  all  rea~ 
fonable  to  judge  in  this  Way,  fince  what 
we  receive  as  fuch,  is  constantly  in  the 
lame  Shape,  and  about  the  fame  Bignefs,  in 
flat  Planes  or  Cakes.  We  have  an  Ac¬ 
count  in  the  Philofophical  FranfaBionsy 
that -they  are  factitious,  and  the  Way  of 
making  them.  Notwithftanding  this,  we 
have  a  Manner  of  making  them  under  the 
Name  of  Sal  Ammoniac um  faBit.  compos’d 
of  Urine,  Sea  Salt,  and  Wood  Soot.  This 
is  what  we  generally  meet  with  in  the 
Shops. 

This  generally  operates  by  Sweat  and 
Urine,  and  is  a  good  Aperient  in  mod 
Kinds  of  ObftruclionSe  We  have,  befides 
this,  many  others;  as  the  Sublimation  of 
Sal  Armoniac .  The  Sal  Ammoniacnm  Vo¬ 
latile,  or  Volatile  Sal  Armoniac ,  the  Flores 
Salts  Ammoniaci ,  Aqua  Regis ,  the  Spiritus 
Sails  Ammoniaci  cum  Far  taro,  the  Spiri¬ 
tus  Salts  Ammoniaci  cum  Calce ,  or  what  is 
call’d  the  Spirit  of  Sal  Armoniac  with  quick 
Lime,  which  is  the  Salt  which  we  fliould 
tile  to  produce  the  fine  blue  Colour  with 

Verdigreafe, 
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Verdigreafe,  mentioned  in  my  former  Lec¬ 
ture.  We  have  likewife  the  Spiritus  Satis 
Ammoniaci  dutch ,  or  fweet  Spirit  of  Sal 
Armoniac,  as  well  as  the  Spiritus  Saks  Am¬ 
moniaci fuccinatusi  or  Spirit  of  Sal  Armo- 
niack,  with  Amber;  fo  we  have  likewife  the 
Spiritus  Satis  Ammoniaci  acidus ,  or  the 
acid  Spirit  of  Sal  Armoniack:  And  the  Sal 
Ammoniacum  Diureticum ,  or  Diuretick  Sal 
Armoniack,  to  which  we  may  add  the  Sal 
Volatile  Oleofum .  There  are  many  other 
Preparations  of  Armoniack  which  I  (hall 
forbear  to  mention,  becaufe  they  are  not  ill 
Ufe. 

As  to  the  Virtues  of  thefe  feveral  Prepa¬ 
rations  which  I  have  hinted  at,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Account  will  deferibe. 

The  Sublimation  of  Sal  Armoniack  ope¬ 
rates  by  Sweat  and  Urine,  as  that  which 
has  been  purified :  The  Dofe  is  likewife  the 
lame,  viz.  from  twenty  Grains,  to  about 
half  an  Ounce. 

The  Sal  Ammoniacum  Volatile ,  is  fame- 
times  preferibed  in  malignant  Fevers  as  a  Su- 
dorifick  $  this  is  given  in  Form  of  a  Bole 

E  3  with 
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with  convenient  Ingredients,  for  it  is  not  fie 
for  Powders  becaufe  of  its  Volatility.  The 
Dole  is  from  five  Grains  to  about  nine  or 
ten. 

The  Flowers  of  Sal  Armoniack  have  the 
like  Virtues  with  the  fublimated  Salt,  and 
therefore  a  Dole  muft  be  fmaller  than  that;, 
the  higheft  muft  not  exceed  fifteen  Grains. 

The  Flowefs  of  Armoniack  Salt  with 
Steel,  which  are  of  a  yellow  Colour,  are 
good  in  all  Kinds  of  Obftru&ions,  Cachex*- 

-t> 

ies,  Jaundice,  Dropfies,  and  uterine  Affe&i- 
ons.  The  Dofe  is  as  the  former. 

Aqua  Regia  is  principally  u(ed  in  diflolv- 
ing  of  Gold,  and  the  Spirit  of  Sal  Armoniack 
with  Tartar  is  Sudorifick,  and  is  given  in 
Epilepfies  and  Palfies;  we  may  give  this 
from  ten  Drops  to  forty  in  any  Vehicle. 

As  to  Spirit  us  Satis  Ammoniaci  cum 
Calce ,  I  have  mentioned  above  its  Ufe. 

*  The  Spirifus  Satis  Amm .  Dulcis ,  is  good 
in  Lcthargick  Cafes,  as  well  as  in  the  Palfy, 
Scurvy,  and  Hyfterick  Difbrders ;  we  may 
give  from  twelve  to  thirty  Drops  of  it.  It 
lias  been  found  to  be  ufcful  by  applying  it 

outward* 
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outwardly  where  the  Nerves  have  been  af- 
feded. 

The  Spiritus  Sails  Ammon,  Succinatns ,  is 
reckoned  an  excellent  Cephalick;  its  Dofe 
from  ten  to  forty  Drops. 

The  Spiritus  Sails  Ammoniaci  acidus ,  is 
much  the  fame  as  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  with 
which  a  Gentleman  of  Brujfels  pretends  to 
make  the  Aurum  potabile ,  by  putting  Leaf 
Gold  into  it,  and  fetting  it  in  a  digeftive 
Heat  for  a  few  Days.  I  have  feen  him 
tinge  a  Piece  of  Steel  of  a  Gold  Colour  ini* 
mediately,  by  dipping  it  into  a  Preparation, 
which  he  told  me  was  the  Aurum  potabiley 
made  after  the  Manner  above-mentioned; 
but  when  we  confider  the  Nature  of  the 
Ingredients,  we  may  fuppofe  that  it  can  be 
of  little  Ufe  in  Medicine. 

The  Sal  Ammon ,  diureticumy  operates 
powerfully  by  Urine,  as  its  Charader  inti¬ 
mates;  it  is  given  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Gravel, 
and  fome  fuppofe  will  diffolve  the  Stone  in 
the  Bladder.  Its  Dofe  is  from  ten  Grains 
to  about  a  Dram, 

I0! 
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The  Sal  Volatile  Oleofum ,  has  much  the 
fame  Efted  of  Spirit  of  Harts-EIorn,  as  Cor¬ 
dial,  but  moreover  is  an  excellent  Cepha- 
lick ;  we  may  give  from  ten  to  fixty,  or 
eighty  Drops  at  a  Dofe  in  any  Vehicle.  That 
Sal  Volatile  which  is  made  of  Marum  Syri - 
acum  is  much  the  befh 

Tartarus^  or  T art  arum  or  Argil ,  is  a  Spe¬ 
cies  of  Salt  of  a  grainous  or  Sandy  Sub- 

% 

ftance ;  many  Preparations  are  made  from 
it.  It  is  firft  found  in  Wine  VeiTels  that 
have  been  of  long  Duration.  It  is  of  two 
Sorts,  the  White  and  the  Red ;  the  Prepara¬ 
tions  that  are  made  of  it,  are  firft  the  Cremor 
c Tartari ,  or  Cry ftals  of  Tartar,  or  Cream  of 
Tartar.  It  is  a  gentle  Cathartiek,  and  pat 
fes  iikewife  pretty  much  by  Urine. 

The  Sal  Tartari  jixum ,  or  fixt  Salt  of 
Tartar,  is  ufed  to  clear  the  Skin  of  Pimples, 
Freckles,  and  Morphcw,  efpecially  the  Oyl 
of  it;  but  it  is  dangerous,  and  what  I  would 
not  by  any  Means  advife.  The  Salt  of  it 
fclf  is  operative,  and  often  made  to  draw 
out  the  Tindures  of  Vegetables,  and  may 
be  given  in  all  Kinds  of  Obftrudions, 


The 
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The  T art  arum  Solubile ,  or  foluble  Tar¬ 
tar.  This  works  by  Urine  and  Stool,  and 
is  given  in  Obftru&ions,  Dropfies,  Jaundice, 
and  fuch  Diftempers  as  proceed  from  Weak- 
nefs ;  the  Dofe  is  from  a  Scruple  to  a  Scru¬ 
ple  and  a  half :  It  may  be  given  in  any  pro¬ 
per  Vehicle. 

\ Tartarian  Solubile  Calybeatum ,  which  is 
the  calybeated  foluble  Tartar;  2 tis  an  excel¬ 
lent  Operative,  and  poffefles  the  Virtues  of 
Tinfture  of  Tartar  with  Iron.  In  Obftruc- 
tions  of  the  Catamenia ,  or  Menfes ,  ’tis  a  So¬ 
vereign  Virtue;  about  a  Scruple  is  the  Dofe, 
though  feme  give  more. 

The  CT art  arum  Calybeatum  is  another 
Preparation,  which  Jwe  call  Calybeate  Tar¬ 
tar.  In  this  Compofition  is  ufed  the  Vitri - 
olum  Martis ,  which  is  endowed  with  the 
Qualities  of  the  former,  but  feldom  ufed ;  the 
Dofe  however  is  from  ten  Grains  to  fixteen 
or  eighteen.  •  * 

The  V art  arum  Emeticum ,  or  Emetick 
Tartar,  has  in  it  befides  Cream  of  Tartar, 
Crocus  Metallorum ;  or  inftead  of  that  may 
be  ufed  Vitrum  Antimonii ;  it  is  a  very 

power- 
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powerful  Emetick,  and  the  Dole  muft  ne~ 
ceflarily  be  very  fmall,  fuch  as  from  two 
Grains  to  feven  or  eight  at  mot 

? Tart  arum  Emeticum  &  Catharticumy  or 
Emetick  and  Cathartick Tartar;  in  this  the 
Salt  of  Tartar  and  Crocus  Mctallorum  are 
ufed*  It  works  by  Vomit  and  Stool,  but 
with  great  Violence,  and  is  therefore  in  Ufe, 
and  has  good  Effefts  upon  fuch  as  begin  to 
have  the  Jaundice  or  Dropfy;  and  aifo  for 
thofe  which  are  troubled  with  Hypocon* 
driack  Paflions,  for  it  accelerates  the  Moti¬ 
ons  of  the  Juices,  and  by  that  Means  raifes 
the  Spirits:  We  may  give  this  from  three 
Grains  to  thirteen  or  fourteen,  if  it  be  well 
prepared. 

T art  arum  Vitriolatum ,  or  Vitriolated 
Tartar.  This  operates  by  Urine  and  Stool, 
but  is  too  (harp  to  be  given  alone.  ’Tis 
good  in  all  Excefles  of  C holer  ,  and  in  the 
faundice  efpecially;  to  ufe  it  as  a  Dentifrice, 
it  will  render  the  blacked:  Teeth  as  white  as 
Ivory,  which  (liews  that  it  has  fomewhat  of 
a  corroding  Quality;  for  which  Reafon  I 
have  before  mentioned  that  Tartar  could 

not 
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not  be  of  any  great  Ufe  in  Cofineticks,  but 
that  in  the  Cafe  of  taking  off  Pimples  in  the 
Skin  it  might  be  ufed  with  Judgment 

Sapo  Tartar!  y  or  Soap  of  Tartar  3  is 
fometimes  called  Sapo  Philofophormn .  They 
mix  this  in  a  Bowl  from  ten  Grains  to  half 
a  Drachm*  JTis  of  good  Ufe  in  the  Gra¬ 
vel,  being  a  fine  Diuretick,  and  cleanfes  the 
Kidneys  and  Bladder.  The  Pill  which  is 
called  Matthews’ s  Pill,  has  this  powerful  In¬ 
gredient  in  it ;  but  the  Phyficians  feldom  di¬ 
rect  it. 

Oleum  &  Spiritus  Tart  art  y  or  the  Oil 
and  Spirit  of  Tartar.  This  Spirit  is  ex¬ 
tremely  aperitive,  when  it  is  well  prepared 
either  from  the  Oil  or  Spirit;  with  fpiritous 
Nitri  dulcis  it  is  a  powerful  Diaphoretick, 
and  alfo  a  gentle  Diuretick,  for  which  Rea- 
fon  it  is  given  in  the  moil  obftinate  Chronick 
Cafes :  About  a  Scruple ,  or  as  far  as  two 
Drachms,  in  a  proper  Vehicle  is  the 
Dofe. 

Sal  Tartari  Volatile ,  or  Volatile  Salt  of 
Tartar,  is  made  feveral  Ways ,  which  our 
Profeffor  of  Chymiftry  will  inform  you. 

Our 
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Our  Phyfieians  efteem  it  as  an  extraordina¬ 
ry  Medicine  for  thofe  Diftempers  which  are 
feated  in  the  Nerves,  as  Palfies,  Apoplexies, 
and  Epilepfies.  The  Dofe  of  the  Salt  is 
from  ten  Grains  to  half  a  Drachm,  and 
the  Spirit  from  ten  to  fifty  or  fixty  Drops. 

Tinffiura  Satis  T 'artari ,  or  Tincture  of 
Salt  of  Tartar,  It  operates  by  Sweat  and 
Urine,  and  is  a  good  Aperitive;  fo  that  it 
is  ufed  in  Scorbutick  Cafes,  and  in  the  Jaun¬ 
dice  and  DropfieSe  We  may  give  from  ten 
to  fifty  Drops  for  a  Dofe. 

♦ 

TERRA  SIGILLATA. 

THE  Terra  Sigillata  is  of  feveral 
Sorts,  one  of  them  we  have  under 
the  Name  of  Terra  Sigillata  Lemma,  or  Co* 
logris  Earth.  We  have  one  which  is  white, 
and  another  red ,  befides  the  firft  which  I 
have  mentioned.  We  receive  them  in  little 
round  Cakes  fealed  in  different  Manners 5 
but  they  feem  all  to  carry  the  fame  Virtues 
with  them,  as  being  drying  and  aftringent, 

like 
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like  the  Bolus  Armenia ,  or  Armenian  Bole, 
or  the  Terra  Japonic  a ;  however  the  lafl 
two  are  preferred  by  feme  Fhyficians.  Lit- 
fit  anus  confounds  the  Terra  Japonic  a  with 
the  Armenian  Bole;  but  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  Difference  between  the  two,  for  the 
Armenian  Sort  is  much  the  brighter  co¬ 
loured. 


CORALLIU  M. 

9 

C  Or  allium^  or  Coral,  is  of  feveral  Sorts, 
viz.  the  Red,  which  is  of  the  molt 
general  Uie,  the  White  next  to  that,  fome 
of  tawny  Colours,  and  the  Black,  We 
have  likewife  what  are  called  Cor  alines \ 
which  carry  nearly  the  fame  Virtues  in  them. 
What  we  call  Coral  is  however  ufed  indiffe¬ 
rently,  the  White  for  the  Red,  or  the  Black 
for  either.  To  me  all  Corals  feem  to  be 
Plants,  and  I  have  this  to  jollify  me  in  my 
Opinion,  that  fome  Gentlemen  of  the  Roy¬ 
al  Academy  of  Paris  have  deferibed  even 
the  Seeds  and  Flowers  in  their  Memoirs. 

We 
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We  find  the  Corals  plentifully  in  the  Me«> 
diterranean  Sea,  and  in  feveral  of  the  Eajl- 
Indian  Seas  growing  upon  Rocks,  and 
branching  as  Plants  generally  do,  but  with¬ 
out  Leaves  like  the  Ccreus  Qpuncha%  or  In¬ 
dian  Fig,  or  as  the  Echi nomelocaffius ;  nei¬ 
ther  of  which  have  any  Leaves*  The  Co¬ 
ral  is  of  a  hard  Subftance,  fomewhat  ftony, 
but  rather  like  the  Claws  of  a  Crab  in  its 
Texture* 

They  fifli  for  this  with  Drag  Nets ;  and 
break  it  from  the  Rocks  in  fmall  Pieces,  but 
fometimes  meet  with  one  of  an  extraordina^ 
ry  Size,  branched  as  a  Tree*  I  have  feen 
one  two  Foot  high  in  the  Cabinet  of  Mr* 
Vincent  at  Harlem . 

The  artificial  Way  of  making  Coral  to 
pleafe  the  Eye,  is  to  provide  dry’d  Branches 
of  any  Tree,  and  dip  them  into  a  Compo- 
fition  of  Sulphur  melted,  mixed  with  Ver^ 
milion. 

Coral  is  a  good  Aftringent,  and  has  been 
prefenbed  in  Diarrhoeas  and  Defluxions:  It 
is  of  good  Ufe  to  cor  red  the  Acidities  in  the 
Stomachs  of  young  Children ,  and  has  ob¬ 
tained 
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tain9d  fome  Reputation  from  ufing  it,  when 
Children  are  cutting  their  Teeth,  at  which 
Time  they  are  moft  fubjeft  to  Fits. 

What  is  laid  of  Amulets,  is  not  to  be  re¬ 
garded,  though  feveral  Writers,  other  wife  of 
good  Credit,  have  mentioned  them  of  great 
Efficacy, 


NITR  U  M* 


Itrum ,  or  Nitre ,  or  Salt  Pefrey  has 


JL  if  various  Preparations.  It  is  found  in 
many  Places  pure,  and  is  alfo  factitious,  i.e. 
made  with  us  from  inch  Appearances  as  we 
find  in  Grots,  Cliffs,  and  Caverns,  under 
Ground,  which  feem  to  be  vifcous  at  the 
fir  ft  Touch,  are  partly  liquid,  and  partly 
fix'd,  like  a  Jelly.  "  The  Eajl-Indies  afford 
us  a  great  jQuantity  of  it,  though  there  is 
hardly  a  Cellar  or  Vault  in  Europe  without 
it.  The  Preparations  from  it,  are,  firft,  the 
Nitrum  Purification^  or  rectified  Salt  Fe¬ 
rre;  and  this  is  again  rectified  into  that 
which  we  call  Sal  Prunellcey  which  in  fome 


Places 
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Places  is  named  the  chryftal  Mineral  Mr0 
Godfrey  the  Chymift,  fo  famous  for  his 
Works,  will  not  fuffer  any  of  the  Prune! 
Salt  to  go  to  his  Elaboratory,  which  is  not 
in  the  ftridteft  Manner  reftify'd;  but  ufes  it 
us  one  would  do  Nitre,  to  preferve  Flefh  of 
any  Kind  from  corrupting  j  and  is  certainly 
of  better  Purpofe  than  the  common  Nitre 
or  Salt  Petrc.  This  is  given  in  Gonorrhoea  s 
to  cool  the  Body,  from  about  fix  Grains  to 
a  Drachm  in  the  Dofe.  It  is  of  great  Ser¬ 
vice  in  any  Inflammation. 

Sal  Polycrefum ,  or,  as  one  may  explain 
it,  the  Salt  of  many  Virtues.  It  is  mix'd 
in  the  Shops  with  fome  other  Ingredients* 
which  makes  it  more  eafy  to  the  Patient. 
The  Dofe  is  from  Half  a  Drachm  to  a 
Drachm,  and  it  is  cathartick  and  diure- 
tick. 

Nitrum  Catharticum ,  or  Purging  Nitre, 
is  accounted  a  good  Cathartick  and  Diure- 
tick,  and  is  therefore  of  IJfe  in  all  inward 
Obftru&ions.  The  Dofe  is  from  a  Scruple 
to  five  Drachms. 


Nitrum 


Nitrum  Saturnizatum ,  or  the  Nitre  with 
Lead.  Some  Authors  mention  this  to  be 
done  with  Tin,  Sulphur,  and  Tartar,  which, 
they  call  the  Nitrum  Joviale  Sulphur  at  umf 
and  alfo  Hermaphroditicum  •  bu  t  few  u(e  it. 

Spirit  us  Nitri ,  or  Spirit  of  Nitre.  This 
Spirit  is  corrofive,  and  too  much  fo,  I  think, 
to  be  ufed  internally,  notwithftanding  it  has 
been  given  as  far  as  thirty  or  forty  Drops, 
in  a  proper  Vehicle.  We  may  judge  of  its 
Afrion  by  its  Power  of  diffolving  Metals. 
If  we  put  this  upon  Oil  of  Carraway,  it 
will  give  us  a  Flaili  and  ftrong  Ebullition, 
equal  to  the  Strength  of  Fire,  and  will  yield 
fuch  Fumes  as  by  mixing  with  the  Air  will 
be  fenfible  for  three  or  four  Hours. 

Spirit  us  Nitri  dulcisy  or  the  fofteft  Spirit 
of  Nitre,  is  ufed  by  the  Diftillers  to  give  a 
Flavour  to  their  common  Spirits,  to  make 
them  tafte  like  French  Brandy ;  but  the 
Tafte  does  not  remain  long.' 

The  Virtues  of  it  are  diuretick,  and  may 
be  given  from  about  twenty  Drops  to 
eighty. 
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BOLUS  ARM  ENA, 

BOlus  Armena ,  or  the  Armenian  Bole , 
is  a  natural  Earth,  brought  chiefly 
from  Armenia.,  though  we  have  of  its  Kind 
in  Europe ,  and  even  in  England ,  in  many 
Places.  It  has  been  call’d  with  us,  Bole 
Armoniac ,  by  the  Vulgar.  I  (hould  be  apt 
to  conjecture,  that  mod  of  our  chalybeat 
Waters  pafs  through  a  Body  of  this  Sort. 
It  is  certain  this  Earth  has  fome  Particles  of 
Iron  in  it.  It  is  of  a  palifli  Red,  oily  to  the 
Tongue,  or  vifeous.  It  is  a  fine  Aftringent, 
and  a  Vulnerary.  It  is  preferibed  in  Diar¬ 
rhoea’s,  Hemorrhages,  Catarrh’s,  and  all 
Kinds  of  Defluxions.  They  ufe  it  likewife 
in  ftrengthening  Fiaifters  j  but  any  of  the  fi- 
gillated  Earths,  I  believe,  would  be  as  ufe- 
ful. 

The  Lapis  Granatus ,  or  Granate  Stone ; 
the  Rubimus ,  or  Ruby  ;  the  Smaragdus ,  or 
Emerald;  the  Hyacinthus^  or  Hyacinth ;  the 
Saphirus ,  or  Saphire :  Thefe  are  called  the 

greater 
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greater  precious  Stones,  and  are  ufed,  or 
fliould  be,  in  the  Conjeffiio  de  Hyacintho ; 
though  ’tis  to  be  doubted  whether  we  find 
them  always  in  the  Shops  in  England.  1 
mult  confels,  that  I  cannot  find  that  there 
are  any  extraordinary  Virtues  in  them,  not* 
withftanding  that  feveral  Phyficians  have 
fung  in  the  Praife  of  it. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  Cdnfeftions  of 
this  Kind  are  better  or  worfe,  as  the  Stones 
are  ground  finer,  or  are  more  or  lels  levi¬ 
gated.  By  Levigation,  we  mean  walking 
the  ground  Parts  as  fine  as  poflible.  Some 
Authors  fay,  that  thefe  Stones  have  the  leaft 
Share  in  the  Preparation  of  the  Confedion; 
for  their  lharp  Angles,  how  fine  foever  they 
are  ground,  will  yet  tear  the  Coat  of  the 
Stomach;  therefore  this  Confedion  is  not 
much  ufed* 
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LAPIS  JUDAIC  US, 


H  E  Lapis  Judaicus ,  or  Jews  Sfoney 


JL  is  fomewhat  refembling  an  Olive  in 
its  Figure:  It  is  friable  and  foft:  It  confifts 
of  feveral  Stri<ey  which  are  more  or  lefs  in 
Number ,  according  to  its  Length  and 
Breadth.  It  is  generally  of  an  afh  or  grey- 
ifh  Colour:  It  is  found  in  many  Places  in 
Europe ,  as  well  as  Afia.  The  Ufe  that  has 
been  made  of  it,  feems  to  inform  us,  that 
it  is  good  in  the  Strangury,  or  any  Stop¬ 
page  of  Urine ;  and  fome,  even  at  this  Day, 
ufe  it  in  thefe  Cafes. 

The  Lapis  Lyncis,  or  BeIlemnites,or  Thun¬ 
der  Bolts,  are  Stones  of  a  pyramidal  Figure, 
of  feveral  Colours.  The  largeft  Sort  that 
I  have  feen,  are  about  three  Inches  long, 
and  are  found  in  the  Clays  in  the  weftern 
Parts  of  Middle] ex.  Very  frequently  about 
Newmarket  wc  meet  with  great  Quantities 
of  a  fmaller  Size,  efpecially  on  the  Suffolk 
Side  ;  but  in  the  Clays  about  Gurton,  two 
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Miles  from  Cambridge ,  they  abound,  as  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Halfhyde  of  Catherine  Hall 
has  (hewn  me,  thefe  laft  are  more  like  Agate 
than  what  are  found  in  Middlefex. 

This  is  accounted  an  extraordinary  Diu- 
retick,  exceeding  the  Lapis  Judaicus  in  its 
Powers ;  but  ’tis  feldom  ufed. 

The  Sardus ,  Sarda ,  or  Corneolus  Offic. 
is  the  Cornelian,  which  is  fometimes  white, 
but  more  commonly  of  a  vermilion,  and 
fometimes  of  a  flefh  Colour;  is  found  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Sardinia ,  is  faid  to  be  of 
U fe  to  be  given  in  Fluxes  of  Blood,  but  is 
not  at  prefent  in  Pra&ice. 

Onyx  Offic.  the  Onyx  Stone,  is  the  leaft 
tranfparent  of  the  precious  Stones,  but  bears 
a  fine  Poliih,  It  is  almoft  the  Colour  of 
the  Nail  of  a  Man’s  Finger.  It  is  one  of 
the  Charms  that  has  been  ufed  to  aflift  the 
Spirits,  but  is  now  thrown  out  of  Practice 
m  Phyfick. 

Heiiotropium  Offic.  or  common  Bloud 
Stone,  is  opake,  and  very  hard :  Its  Colour 
is  green,  intermix’d  with  red  Veins,  or 
Spots.  I  have  feen  two  or  three  ameng 
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the  Pebles  that  pave  the  Streets  in  London . 
It  bears  the  Polifli,  and  is  ranked  among 
the  Jewels.  It  is  faid  that  it  will  flop 
bleeding  being  applied  to  any  frefli  Wound, 
and  that  Opinion  prevails  yet  fo  much  a- 
mong  Tome  People,  that  ’tis  hard  to  per- 
fuade  them  the  contrary.  I  am  perfoaded 
it  does  neither  Harm  nor  Good  ;  ’tis  men¬ 
tioned  as  a  Charm. 

Ja/pis  Off.  or  Jafpar ,  is  an  opake  Gem 
of  a  green  Colour,  but  fometimes  is  a  little 
inclining  to  red.  This  is  found  in  India , 
and  is  in  feme  Efteem  for  its  Hardnefs,  and 
bearing  the  Polifli.  The  Virtues  are  (aid  to 
be  the  fame  with  the  Cornelian,  as  Swenk- 
feldus  informs  us$  but  no  Phyiician  ufes  it 
in  Medicine  now-a-Days  fince  Charms  have 
been  laid  aflde. 

Lapis  NephriticuSy  or  Nephritick  Stones, 
are  of  two  Sorts,  both  of  ’em  inclining  to  a 
green  Colour,  or  one  much  paler  with  other 
Colours  intermixed.  Thefe  are  brought  to 
us  from  America  and  Spainy  and  feme  Pla¬ 
ces  in  Bohemia  i  the  only  Ufe  which  is  a- 
fenbed  to  them  is  to  prevent  the  Stone,  or 
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cure  the  Cholick  by  wearing  them  as  Amu¬ 
lets. 

Lapis  Amethiftus  Off.  or  the  Amethift  is 
a  Stone  which  was  fir  ft  brought  us  from  In¬ 
dia,  Armenia ,  and  Arabia ,  by  our  Ships 
trading  thither;  ?tis  a  Gem  of  a  reddifli  Pur¬ 
ple  Colour,  and  tranfparent.  The  Report 
we  had  of  its  Virtues  would  have  us  believe 
that  it  prevents  Ebriety,  becaufe  as  the  Au¬ 
thors  who  have  wrote  of  it  tell  11s,  it  is  of 
the  Colour  of  Red  Wine.  But  this  is  a 
Charm  like  fome  others  which  we  mention¬ 
ed.  All  that  we  can  fay  of  it,  with  Regard 
to  its  Value,  is,  that  it  has  been  formerly 
placed  among  the  brighter  Gems.  We  find 
them  now  about  Brijiol ,  and  in  Ireland 
plentifully. 

The  Beryllus  is  a  fhining  Gem  of  a  blue- 
ifh  green  Colour,  brought  from  India  to  be 
worn  as  an  Amulet;  it  has  been  thought 
in  Germany  among  the  Hungarians  to  make 
Men  invulnerable.  This  I  mention  becaufe 
it  has  been  handed  to  us  by  many  Authors  > 
but  this  in  Point  of  Reafon  can  carry  no  o- 
ther  Virtue  with  it,  than  other  precious; 
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Stones  which  have  been  worn  as  Amulets ; 
and  from  whence  come  the  firft  Invention 
of  Rings  and  ^Bracelets,  which  we  had  firfl; 
from  the  Egyptians ,  handed  down  to  us  by 
the  Phoenicians  through  the  Greeks  and 
Romans . 

The  L.  Topafuis  &  Chryfopafvus  Off.  or 
Topaz,  is  a  bright  Gem,  a  little  inclining  to 
a  Golden  Colour.  This  is  another  Charm 
againft  Melancholy,  as  ’tis  faid,  by  com¬ 
forting  the  Spirits  and  evil  Dreams ,  as 
Schrouder  informs  us.  But  we  have  now 
more  Knowledge,  and  the  Stone  is  only 
ufed  as  an  Ornament. 

Lapis  Seienjtes ,  or  Selenite,  is  a  Toft  trans¬ 
parent  Fofhl,  of  the  Colour  of  the  Brijloi 
Stone,  which  will  break  in  Flakes  like  the 
Talcum  or  Talch;  this  by  filing  or  rafping 
will  afford  a  white  Powder.  It  is  met  with 
at  Epfom  in  Surry 3  where  the  Wells  are  dugs 
and  at  Kenjington  in  Middlefex  at  the  Wells 
there;  but  this  is  hardly  found  lefs  than 
twenty  or  thirty  Foot  deep.  Its  chief 
Ufe  is  in  Cofinetickso 
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L.  Lazuli ,  or  Arm-Stone,  is  of  two 
Sorts;  it  is  hard  as  Marble,  and  of  a  blue 
Colour,  which  will  bear  the  Polifli ;  this  is 
interfperfed  with  Golden  Strakes  or  Veins, 
which  give  it  a  noble  Appearance  when  it 
has  palled  the  Mill.  The  bafer  Sort  has  not 
pure  Gold  in  it,  but  is  rather  a  Marchafite 
of  Copper,  while  the  other  has  Gold  in  it. 
We  find  thefe  in  Mines  where  either  Gold 
or  Copper  prevail;  both  thefe  are  valuable, 
though  there  is  only  one  of  great  Ufe.  That 
which  I  mean  produces  the  Ultramarine 
Blue,  as  well  as  pure  Gold.  The  other 
produces  a  Colour  which  is  called  Verdi- 
ture,  and,  as  if  it  was  mixed  with  Lapis  Ca- 
laminaris  and  Copper,  yields  a  Brafs-likc 
Metal.  The  latter  is  likewife  polilhed,  and 
made  into  Tables  and  Toys  of  fevetal  Sorts ; 
but  the  firft  is  too  rich  for  any  Ufe  of  that 
Kind ;  for  the  very  blue  Part  of  it,  when  it  is 
reduced  to  Powder  and  well  prepared,  is 
Told  for  four  Pence  ap  Ounce. 

It  is  reported  by  Paulus  Ammannm 5  that 
the  Confeftion  made  of  it  is  Cordial 
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Amiantus  five  Alumen  Plumofum , 
Flumeum ,  ©  CiJJile ,  which  is  called  in  £/z- 
glifi  Earth-Flax,  or  Plumous  Allom.  It  is 
held  by  feme  to  refill:  Poyfons,  but  is  much 
out  of  Ufe,  and  hardly  to  be  found  in  the 
Shop s,  notwithftanding  that  by  beating  of 
it,  it  yields  a  kind  of  Cotton ,  which  being 
fpun  and  woven,  yields  a  Cloth  refembling 
Linnen,  as  we  find  many  Specimens  of  in 
the  Cabinets  of  the  Curious ;  efpecially  at 
the  Royal  Society,  for  there  is  a  large  Piece 
of  it  at  prefent.  It  is  found  plentifully  in 
North  Wales ,  and  before  the  Ufe  of  the 
Linum  or  Lint  of  Flax  was  among  us,  was 
frequently  ufed  in  the  Manner  I  have  menti¬ 
oned.  There  is  one  Thing  remarkable  in 
it,  that  when  the  Cloth  of  this  Kind  is  dir¬ 
ty  or  foul,  it  mud  be  put  into  a  Fire  to 
dean  it,  and  not  brightened  by  Waters  and 
Soaps  as  other  Linen.  It  will  not  con- 
fume  in  feveral  Minutes,  though  it  be  red 
hot  prefently  after  it  is  put  into  the  Fire. 

The  Lapis  Mmatites ,  or  foft  Blood¬ 
stone,  is  found  in  many  Places  in  England : 

It  is  of  a  fparry  Subftancc,  feemingly  rela¬ 
ting 
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ting  to  Iron,  and  is  intermixed  with  a  red- 
difh  Powder.  Some  would  have  it  that  it  is 
a  kind  of  Marchafite  of  Iron,  and  that  this 
red  Part  is  no  more  than  Iron  rufted  in  it. 
It  is  good  in  all  Hemorrhages. 

The  Margarite ,  or  Pearls,  come  either 
from  the  Shells  of  Fife,  or  from  the  Fife 
themfelves  that  are  Shell-Fife.  The  Orien¬ 
tal  Pearl,  or  Pearl  of  greateft  Beauty,  princi¬ 
pally  is  found  growing  on  that  Shell  which 
we  call  Mother  of  Pearl ,  and  is  found  in 
the  Mediterranean  plentifully  ,  and  about 
Guernfey  and  Jerfey  like  wife ;  but  the  Pearls 
that  we  ufe  in  the  Shops  are  generally  thole 
taken  out  of  the  Oyfter  and  Mufcle.  In 
feme  Seas  thofe  will  abound  more  than  in 
others ;  for  if  we  take  Oyfters  or  Mufclcs 
upon  the  Coaft  of  Wales ,  we  generally  find 
thefe  Pearls,  and  efpecially  about  North- 
Wales,  where  it  is  the  Cuftom  to  boil  the 
Mufcles  till  they  open,  and  may  be  excluded 
eafily  from  their  Shells,  and  then  to  put  the 
Mufcles  into  Tubs,  and  tread  them  till  the 
Pearls  are  difeharged:  Afterwards  they  put 
Water  into  the  Tubs,  and  by  drawing  out 

the 
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the  Mufcles,  the  Pearls  will  remain  at  the 
Bottom.  Thefe  Pearls  however  are  not  fold 
at  more  than  fixteen  or  eighteen  Pence  an 
Ounce  at  firft  Hand.  But  whether  the 
Pearls  proceed  from  the  Conchs,  or  from 
the  Animals  within  them,  they  are  of  the 
fame  Ufe,  and  are  received  at  this  Day  by 
all  Phyficians  as  cordial  and  powerful  Alexi- 
pharmicks.  They  are  like  wife  given  to  re¬ 
fill  Poyfons,  when  they  have  been  well  pul¬ 
verized.  We  are  allured  of  this,  that  they 
are  good  Abforbents  and  Deflroyers  of  Aci¬ 
dities,  efpeically  in  the  Stomach,  which  muft 
confequently  guide  all  the  other  Juices  in  the 
Body;  as  a  Subftitute  we  ufe  the  Powder  of 
Oyfter-flielis  calcined,  as  well  as  what  we 
call  Crabbs  Eyes,  which  are  imagined  to  be 
Difcuilive,  and  good  againft  the  Stone. 

The  Chela  Cancrorumy  or  Crab’s  Claw, 
are  "of  the  fame  Efficacy  as  the  former, 
and  may  be  ufed  indifferently  with  them. 
Any  of  thefe  are  good  in  the  Diftemper 
called  the  Heart-burn,  taken  in  any  Ve~ 
hicko 
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Sal  Gemma  Offic.  or  Sal  Gem ,  is  a  tran¬ 
sparent  Body,  dug  in  Quarries.  Its  Tafte 
is  (harp  and  fait,  and  is  brought  to  us  in 
great  Quantities  from  Italy.  There  is  like- 
wife  Some  of  it  made  with  us,  but  it  has  lit¬ 
tle  more  in  it,  with  regard  to  the  Ufe,than 
common  Salt,  unlefs  in  the  Solution  of  Me¬ 
tals  it  may  happen  to  be  ufed,  like  common 
Salt.  We  find  this  in  feveral  Places  in  En~ 
gland . 

Lapis  Contrayei^vce^  or  the  Contrayerva 
Stone,  fo  called  ;  for  it  is  a  Compofitions 
and  not  a  natural  Stone;  being  made  up  of 
calcined  Hartfliorn,  red  Coral,  Pearl,  white 
Amber,  and  Crabs  Eyes,  with  the  Root  of 
Contrayerva,  in  a  Solution  of  Gum  Ara- 
bick  •  and  generally  is  added  to  it  fame  Am- 
bergreafe,  or  Some  other  Perfume.  ?Tis 
much  in  Ufe  in  the  Shops,  as  a  powerful 
Alexipharmick,  given  only  from  ten  Grains 
to  about  Half  a  Drachm  at  mod,  for  a 
Dofe. 

The  Magnet,  or  Loadftone,  has  been  ge¬ 
nerally  thought  to  eafe  Pain,  being  worn  a~ 
bout  the  Body,  and  particularly  to  cure 
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the  Gout ;  but  that  with  fome  other  Stones 
which  I  have  mentioned  before,  is  of  no 
Ufe  in  Phyfick.  However,  as  it  has  been 
mentioned  and  put  with  them  as  a  Charm, 
I  think  it  neceflary  to  inform  you  of  it. 
But  however,  as  the  Magnet  is  of  great 
Ufe  otherwife,  I  cannot  pals  by  an  Obfer- 
vation  or  two  worthy  your  Remark,  con¬ 
cerning  its  Power  of  Attraction,  viz.  that, 
wherever  we  find  one  of  theie  Stones,  the 
certain  Method  to  difeover  it,  is  by  drew- 
mg  Steel  or  Iron  File-dart  upon  it,  and 
wherever  we  obferve  that  the  File-duft 
flicks  to  it,  we  may  be  fare  that  the  Poles 
are  there,  and  efpecially  where  the  great- 
eft  Quantity  of  File-duft  remains,  that  is 
the  North  Pole.  And  a  Stone  of  this 
Kind,  when  it  comes  to  be  cut  and  fet,  as 
we  commonly  do  in  England ,  there  muft 
be  drift  Regard  to  faw  it  in  that  Order. 
We  have  had  fome  with  us,  of  very  great 
Weight,  even  as  far  as  a  Hundred  and 
thirty,  or  forty  Pound,  each  Stone,  fome 
found  in  Devonjhire,  of  which  there  is  one 
now  in  the  Royal  Society  Mufaum.  We 

have 


Materia  Medic  a .  79 

have  them  brought,  likewife,  from  Norway , 
and  they  are  to  be  met  with  in  tome  Places  in 
Germany .  The  great  Ufe  of  this,  when 
it  is  rightly  fet,  or  well  ordered,  is  to  touch 
the  Needle,  which  is  one  of  the  bell:  Re¬ 
gulators  we  have  in  Navigation.  It  has  (o 
great  an  Affinity  with  Iron,  that  there  is 
hardly  an  Iron  which  has  not  fome  ot  ids 
Virtue:  For  if  we  take  any  Piece  of  Iron 
which  has  flood  perpendicular  for  three 
Weeks  or  a  Month,  and  turn  it  towards 
its  proper  Poles,  it  will  attract  Steel  almoft 
with  the  fame  Force  as  the  Magnet.  I 
mu  ft  mention,  moreover,  that  a  Knife,  or 
any  Piece  of  Metal  well  poliftied,  cither  of 
Iron  or  Steel,  being  palled  over  a  Load- 
ftone,  with  a  quick  Motion  feveral  Times 
together,  will  gain  fiich  a  Strength  from 
the  Stone,  as  will  impower  it  to  take  up 
Iron  File-dufl,  a  Needle,  or  any  fuch  like 
Body. 

Befides  this,  we  have  a  faditious  Load- 
ftone,  made  of  thin  Plates  of  Iron  or  Steel, 
every  one  touch’d  in  the  Manner  I  have 
mentioned  above,  and  laid  clofe  together, 

and 
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and  bound  with  Wire;  A  Gentleman  in 
France  is  famous  for  them,  and  I  much 
fufped  that  we  have  not  a  few  in  England 
of  that  Sort,  that  are  filed  into  a  Form, 
and  varnifiied  over,  to  make  them  appear 
like  the  natural  Stone.  However,  I  find 
that  they  have  Strength  nearly  equalling  the 
common  Stone,  when  his  armed  or  fet. 

Bezoar  Mineral,  is  both  natural  and  ar¬ 
tificial.  In  the  Colledion  of  Signore  Vi- 
gani ,  depofited  in  Queen  $  College ,  we  have 
the  natural  or  the  Mineral,  as  we  may  call 
it.  5Tis  of  a  ftony  Subftanee,  like  the  o- 
ther  Bezoars,  with  feveral  Coats  or  Cover- 
mgs.  It  has  the  Smell  of  Rhubarb,  and 
fomewhat  more  granulated  than  the  others, 
excepting  the  occidental.  I  am  apt  to  con- 
jedure,  that  it  is  fomewhat  like  the  Lapis 
/Etites ,  which  carries  a  little  loofe  Stone  in 
its  Body;  becaufel  find  a  Cavity  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  of  it,  that  feems  like  that  in  the  Eagle- 
done. 

Lapis  de  Goa ,  or  Goa  Stone,  is  brought 
to  us  from  the  Eajl-Indies.  It  is  not  a  na¬ 
tural  Stone,  but  of  a  very  high  Compofi- 
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fcibri,  and  accounted  one  of  the  richeft  Cor¬ 
dials  in  the  World.  It  confifts  of  Hya¬ 
cinths,  Topazes,  Sapphires,  Rubies,  and 
Pearls,  an  Ounce  of  each;  the  Emeralds 
Half  an  Ounce  $  oriental  Bezoar,  white 
and  red  Coral,  of  each  two  Ounces ;  Musk 
and  Ambergreafe,  each  two  Ounces ;  Leaves 
of  Gold,  to  the  Number  of  forty:  Theie 
muft  be  levigated  into  a  fine  impalpable 
Powder,  and  with  Rofe*water  made  into  a 
Pafte. 

We  make  this  Pafte  into  round  or  oval 
Balls,  and  polifli  them.  It  is  given  in  Fe¬ 
vers,  as  an  Alexipharmack;  but,  as  I  have 
obferved  before,  there  are  no  medicinal  Vir¬ 
tues  in  the  Stones ;  fo  the  whole  Virtue  of 
this  Compofkion  feems  to  proceed  from  the 
Sweets  in  it. 

Gummi  Ammonidcum ,  Gum  Ammoniack, 
is  brought  from  Syria ,  and  faid  to  be  the 
Produft  of  a  ferulaceous  Plant,  i,  e.  it  bear? 
its  Leaves  and  Flowers  like  Fennel,  but  it  is 
gigantick  in  its  Growth,  even  more  than 
the  Ferula  Galbanifera .  This  Gum  is  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  Trunk  or  Body  of  the  Plant, 
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and  is  white  and  tranfparent  at  firft,  but 
being  expofed  to  the  Air,  is  fomewhat  yel- 
lowifn  on  the  outfide,  when  we  make  it  by 
Fire.  It  is  the  Juice  of  the  Plant  exprefi 
fed  and  boiled  to  a  proper  Confiftency, 
which  is  indeed  the  Way  of  producing 
Gums  from  any  Plant,  which  otherwife 
would  yield  none  at  all.  The  Gum  Hedera 9 
if  ?tis  true,  is  one  of  this  Sort ;  but  with 
regard  to  the  Ammoniacum ,  tis  of  a  plea- 
fant  Smell,  its  Tafte  fomewhat  bitter,  and 
a  volatile  Salt  predominates  in  it*  "Tis 
ufed  per  fe  internally  and  externally  *,  inter¬ 
nally  in  morbo  uterino  ;  externally  to  dit 
folve  hard  Knots,  Tumors  and  Bruifes.  This 
Gum  Ammoniac  has  a  peculiar  Virtue  in 
keeping  the  Part  to  which  it  is  apply  cl  in  a 
continual  Exfudation. 

This ,  as  well  as  moft  of  thofe  that  are 
called  ferulaceous  Gums,  diffolve  in  Vine¬ 
gar  ;  we  may  ftrain  them  through  Linnen 
Cloths,  to  purify  them,  and  then  evaporate 
them  till  they  come  to  the  Confidence  of 
Honey. 


The 
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The  Gum  Ammoniac  is  often  adulterated 
with  Rofin,  and  it’s  hard  to  difcover  it  by 
the  Eye,  only  as  we  judge  the  Ammoniac 
ought  to  be  much  darker  in  its  Colour.  It 
is  to  be  questioned  whether  by  diflblving 
and  evaporating  of  it,  we  do  not  lofe  a  great 
Part  of  the  volatile  Salt;  for  we  diftinguifli 
a  Strong  Flavour  in  the  Evaporation. 

When  this  Gum  is  opened  by  Vinegar, 
it  becomes  exalted  much  more  than  it  is  by 
any  other  Method,  as  one  may  perceive  by 
the  Smell,  which  is  then  very  Strong. 

This  Gum  is  often  ufed  in  Pills,  and  you 
mult  then  incorporate  it  with  other  Ingre¬ 
dients,  in  a  warm  Mortar,  without  any  an¬ 
tecedent  Diflolution.  Dr.  Willis  adds  this 
Gum  in  the  Distillation  of  Spiritus  Sails 
Ammoniad ,  which  Spirit  will  produce  Chry- 
ftals  of  a  triangular  Form. 

Manna  is  the  Gum  proceeding  from  an 
ASh  Tree,  frequently  growing  in  Italy ,  of 
which  Sort  I  have  imported  feveral  which 
are  now  flourishing  in  England .  The 
Manna  iflues  from  this  Tree  by  making  In- 
cifions  in  the  Bark  in  April ;  but  fometimes 
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we  find  it  upon  the  Leaves,  when  they  are 
nearly  ripe,  at  the  latter  End  of  September . 
It  is  faid  to  be  gathered,  by  mod  Writers, 
from  the  Leaves,  only  in  dewy  Mornings ; 
but  confidering  the  great  Quantities  we  have 
of  it  from  abroad,  we  may  be  well  adured 
it  cannot  be  worth  the  While  of  the  People 
in  foreign  Countries  to  gather  it  at  the  eafy 
Rate  which  we  receive  it.  This  is  ufed  as  a 
gentle  eafy  Purge,  being  didolved  in  Water- 
gruel.  The  Dofe  is  from  a  Dram  or  two  to 
young  Children,  or  as  far  as  an  Ounce  to 
middle-grown  Perfons,  and  an  Ounce  or 
two  to  (Longer  Conditutions.  That  in  /« 
taly ,  which  is  accounted  the  bed,  comes 
from  Calabria ,  though  the  Syrian  Manna 
was  formerly  in  mod  Edeem. 

Aloes,  or  Gum  Aloes,  is  produced  by 
expreding  the  Juice  from  the  Leaves  of  the 
Plant  called  the  Succatrine  Aloe.  It  has  its 
Name  from  the  Idand  Succoterra ,  or  Sue- 
cotra .  The  Juice  is  boyEd  till  it  comes  to 
the  Confidence  of  Honey,  and  is  then  put 
up  into  Cafes  as  we  receive  it.  It  is  ex- 
treamly  bitter  to  the  Tade?  and  therefore 
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is  feldom  ufcd  in  any  liquid  Shape,  but  is 
chiefly  made  into  Pills*,  fo  that  the  Dofe 
may  be  given  to  Half  a  Dram*  Salt  of 
Tartar  is  its  beft  Corrector,  but  we  muff 
not  be  too  free  with  that  Salt,  left  we  make 
it  lofe  its  purgative  Quality.  It  is  the  chief 
Ingredient  in  the  Species  Hierce.  It  is  of 
great  Ufe  in  fuch  Cafes  where  the  Veflels 
are  too  much  filled  with  Yifcidities.  It  is  a 
good  Cathartick  in  watry,  cold,  corpulent 
Conftitutions :  It  is  likewife  of  Ufe  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  Catamenia ,  or  menftrual  Dif- 
charges.  It  is  likewife  helpful  in  deftroying 
Worms  in  Children. 

Aloe  Hepatica  is  brought  to  us  from  the 
Weft-Indies .  It  is  much  more  violent  in  its 
Operations,  than  that  from  Sue  cot  err  a , 
We  may  eafily  diftinguifh  it  from  the  other, 
by  this  being  of  a  liver  Colour,  while  the 
other  is  black,  and  this  is  ftrong  feented, 
while  the  other  is  little  fo.  It  is  rather  too 
harfh  for  the  human  Conftitution,  but  does 
very  well  for  Cattle. 

Mummia ,  or  Mummy,  is  brought  to  us 
from  Egypt,  found  there  in  the  Hecatombs. 

G  3  It 
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It  is  the  Flefli  of  Bodies  that  have  been  im  * 
balmed  with  Myrrh,  Aloes,  and  other  fweet 
fee  need  Gums.  We  have  it  every  Year 
brought  over  in  large  Quantities,  tho"  at 
prefent  it  is  not  fc  much  in  Ufe  as  it  has 
been  formerly.  The  Virtues  aferibed  to  it 
are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  Sperma  cetu 
or  other  Balfamicks  of  the  like  Kind.  With 
Regard  to  what  I  have  faid  before  of  the 
$u  perflation  of  the  Egyptians ,  I  have  met  in 
a  Box  of  Mummy  with  many  Amulets  and 
Charms  that  have  been  fixed  to  Parts  of  the 
Bodies,  not  only  of  precious  Stones,  but 
Infects  that  have  been  carefully  tied  and 
wove  in  the  wrapping  Clothes ;  among 
them  particularly  I  have  met  with  fome  of 
the  Millepedes . 

Opium  is  the  infpiflated  Juice  of  the  great 
white  Poppy-head,  which  grows  frequent 
in  Turkey ,  and  is  cultivated  there  on  Pur- 
pofe  for  Medicine.  Its  Efteds  are  well  e- 
nough  known  with  us  to  (hew  that  kis  a 
powerful  Hypnotick,  The  Idurks  ufe  it  to 
raife  their  Spirits,  as  we  do  Wine.  Tt  is 
the  principal  Ingredient  in  the  Liquid  Lauda¬ 
num, 
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num,  but  fliould  be  ufed  with  great  Cauti¬ 
on.  For  as  boon  as  it  grows  habitual  to  any 
Perfon  of  the  ftrongeft  Conftitution,  kis  hard 
for  him  to  abandon  it,  or  leave  it  off.  I 
have  known  however  an  Inftance  or  two  of 
Perfons  that  from  a  Grain  have  arrived  to 
the  eating  half  an  Ounce  of  pure  Opium 
in  a  Day,  and  another  who  began  with  five 
Drops  of  Laudanum,  and  in  a  Twelve¬ 
month’s  Time  could  have  no  Reft:  without 
taking  five  Hundred  Drops  in  a  Day.  Nei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  lived  long  after. 

Galbanum ,  is  the  Produd  of  a  Fe- 
rulaceous  Plant ,  brought  to  us  from 
Syria:  The  Menjiruum  to  diftblve  this  in 
is  properly  Vinegar.  This  is  put  to  the 
fame  Ufe  as  the  Gum  Ammoniac um:  It  a- 
bounds  in  Sulphur  more  than  the  A  mm  on  i- 
ack,  and  is  more  odious ;  it  is  brifkly  in¬ 
flammable,  and  as  combuftible  as  any  of 
the  Gums,  being  diftilled  it  produces  a  great 
Quantity  of  fweet  volatile  Oil.  It  is  an  In¬ 
gredient  in  Spirit  us  Salis  Ammoniac  ce  Gal - 
baneta ,  it  is  ufed  in  Hyfterical  Cafes,  as 
well  externally  as  internally ;  a  Drop  or  two 
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of  the  Oil  given  in  a  proper  Vehicle  will 
afiift  in  ftrengthening  the  Womb,  but  is, 
given  with  Difficulty  if  the  Conftitution  be 
weak;  and  in  Plaifters it  prevents  the  falling 
of  the  Mother.  We  likewife  ufe  this  Gum 
in  Fireworks,  efpecially  in  making  of  Cy¬ 
phers,  or  Coats  of  Arms  in  Fire ,  for  when 
we  ufe  common  Salt ,  well  dried  in  an  O- 
ven  to  produce  a  blue  Flame ,  this  Gum 
ought  to  be  joined  with  it,  as  well  as  Rofin 
in  common  Pitch ;  fo  where  we  would  pro¬ 
duce  a  green  Fire,  and  ufe  Verdigreafe  fine¬ 
ly  powdered,  this  ought  to  be  a  Compani¬ 
on  with  the  other  Parts  of  the  Compofiti- 
on,  fuch  as  Gun-powder  finely  powdered, 
Rofin  and  Pitch;  in  white  Fires  Camphire 
is  ufed  with  this  Gum  and  Rofin,  with  the 
Saw^Duft  of  Deals,  or  the  Fir-Tree  finely 
pulverized;  the  red  Fire  is  made  of  Steel- 
Duft  and  this  Gum,  with  Gunpowder  fine¬ 
ly  pulverized,  and,  for  want  of  that,  of  Nitre 
and  Sulphur  of  equal  Quantities  pulverized 
and  finely  mixed. 

Bdellium  is  a  Gum  which  will  dilTolve 
in  nothing  but  Vinegar,  or  a  ilrong Ver¬ 
juice” 
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juice:  It  is  the  Produft  of  a  Tree  as  large 
as  an  Oak  ;  it  has  been  thought  by  fome  to 
have  been  Ferulaceous,  becaufe  it  diflolves 
in  Acids,  but,  as  we  may  fee  in  the  Chy~ 
mical  Preparations  of  it,  it  yields  Oil,  and 
a  large  Quantity  of  acid  volatile  Salt;  it  is 
very  inflammable ,  it  is  ufed  internally  and 
externally;  by  the  Chymifts  it  is  diftilled 
per  fe.  The  Spirit  confifts  of  a  Volatile  a- 
cid  Salt  diluted  in  its  Phlegma ;  it  is  of  an 
acrimonious  Tafte ,  and  a  dark  rubie  Co¬ 
lour,  and  tranfparent  when  pure  and  clear  1 
h  is  ufed  internally,  being  one  of  the  Parts 
Jn  the  Compofition  of  Venice  Treacle,  and 
externally  in  Plaifters,  as  appears  by  the 
Pharmacopeia. 

Sagapenum  comes  from  Ajia ,  and  is  the 
Produ6t  of  a  ferulaceous  Plant:  it  fmells 
fomewhat  like  Garlick.  I  fiifped  that  this 
was  the  Silphium  of  the  Antients ,  as  well 
by  its  Scent,  as  growing  frequently  in  thofe 
Parts  we  receive  it  from.  It  is  bitter  to  the 
Tafte,  and  of  a  yellow  Tranfparency;  it  is 
an  Ingredient  in  the  Veni.ce  Treacle,  and  in 
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Emplajirum  de  Melilot:  It  is  feldom  ufed 
per je  internally  or  externally. 

Gummi  FanicuTi ,  we  have  this  from 
Spain  and  Italy ;  it  is  a  Gum  made  from  the 
fweet  Fennel,  which  grows  there  in  Abun¬ 
dance,  the  Trunk  fwelts  about  Augujl^  and 
breaks  in  the  Middle  from  Sciflure.  The 
Gum  diftills,  and  is  tranfparent  like  Venice 
Turpentine,  but  foon  turns  yellow  on  the 
outfide;  the  common  People  ufe  it  for  the 
Tooth-ach,  by  putting  it  in  an  hollow 
Tooth,  and  it  is  ufed  in  Stomachical  Plai- 
fters. 

Benzoinum y  Benjamin ,  or  Bens  Wine, 
comes  from  a  large  Tree  in  the  Rajl-Indies \ 
the  more  white  Spots  it  has  in  it  the  better: 
It  is  inflammable  and  refinous,  abounding 
with  volatile  Oil  and  Salt;  it  is  ufed  inter¬ 
nally  in  Pills,  externally  in  Cephalick  Plai- 
fters  in  Fumigations,  and  it  caufes  Expecto¬ 
ration  ;  it  is  alfo  ufed  in  any  Defect  of  the 
Lungs.  The  Flower  of  Bens  Wine  diftill’d 
in  Balneo  Marice  produces  a  Butamim ,  and 
a  lympid  Balfamick  Oil,  both  very  odorife¬ 
rous,  which  are  ufed  in  Perfumes. 

Sanguis 
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Sanguis  Draconis  is  brought  to  us  from 
Carthage ,  and  is  the  Produft  of  a  large 
Tree  of  a  Palm-kind,  but  more  prickly  on 
the  Stem  than  the  common  Palm ;  it  is  the 
Tears  of  the  Tree,  which  are  found  plen- 
tifully  on  every  Branch,  and  are  brufhed  off. 
Doftor  Rujh  of  Amjlerdam  has  a  large 
Branch  of  this  Tree,  with  the  Tears  upon 
it,  which  is  the  beft  Specimen  in  Europe : 
This  is  fent  over  to  us  in  fmall  Pieces,  wrapt, 
up  in  Leaves  j  it  is  ufed  in  Plaifters  with 
Turpentine  and  yellow  Wax,  thefe  are  com¬ 
monly  applied  to  the  Top  of  the  Head,  to 
ftop  the  Fluxions  and  Catarrhs ;  the  Pow¬ 
der  is  ufed  to  ftrengthen  the  Gums,  and  in 
aftringent  Plaifters.  It  is  likewife  ufed  in 
the  Bloody-Flux  in  Lozenges,  or  in  Powder 
alone  •,  it  is  alfo  in  Unguents  as  an  Incarna- 
dve,  but  I  cannot  find  any  fuch  a  Thing  as 
an  Incarnative,  unlefs  the  Flefli  of  any 
Wound,  being  well  fecured  by  Gums  of  this 
kind  and  put  into  a  regular  Order,  will  be 
difpofed  to  heal. 

Lacca  is  a  Glue,  and  comes  from  Suma - 
iria  \  it  is  of  a  reddifli  Colour,  it  is  made 

when 
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when  the  Flies  in  that  Part  of  India  pierce 
the  Cortex  of  the  Tree,  and  then  this  Gum 
exfudes,  which  by  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  com 
geals  about  the  Stock ;  ’tis  ufed  in  Powder 
with  Sanguis  Draconis for  a  Dentifrice;  it  is 
ufed  likewife  in  Troches  for  the  Bloody-Flux : 
We  give  it  with  other  Aftringents,  it  will 
diffolve  either  in  Oil  or  Spirits  of  Wine,  and 
is  inflammable  like  Sanguis  Draconis , 

Gum  Animce  is  a  refinous  Gum  brought 
from  Guinea  by  the  Portugueze :  We  find 
three  Sorts  of  it ,  the  beft  is  white  and 
tranfparent,  the  next  of  a  deep  yellow,  the 
third  a  dark  yellow.  This  Gum  has  been 
much  efteemed  by  the  Antients,  they  ma¬ 
king  it  an  Ingredient  in  their  Perfumes  ;  it 
diflolves  only  in  Oik  The  Ufe  of  it  is  the 
fame  as  the  Gum  Copal,  as  well  as  the  Gum 
Sarcocollce :  Oil  of  Turpentine  will  make  it 
run  over  the  Fire,  and  either  this  or  Sarco- 
police  and  Colophonia  will  diflolve  Amber. 

Tragacantha  is  brought  from  Turkey , 
and  proceeds  from  the  Root  of  a  Plant  by 
Incifion9  the  whiteft  and  moil  tranfparent 
is  the  beft ;  it  is  an  aqueous  Gum ,  and  dift 
(hives  only  in  Water:  The  Diflblution  of  it 

is 
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Is  Mucilaginous  or  Vifcous,  and  is  therefore 
ufed  in  Lozenges  to  moderate  the  Acrimony 
of  other  Ingredients;  to  effed  which  the 
better,  when  the  Lozenges  are  dry,  pulve¬ 
rize  them ,  and  make  them  up  again  with 
this  Mucilage. 


Gentlemen , 
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Gentlemen , 


S  I  am  now  reading  to  you  of 
the  Roots ,  Barks  ,  V/oods , 
Leaves,  Flowers,  and  Fruits  of 
■  Plants,  it  is  neceffary  that  I  in¬ 
form  you  why  the  Roots  are  fometimes  ufed 

in  Medicine,  and  the  other  Parts  left  out; 

% 

and  again,  why  the  Seeds  are  fometimes 
preferred  before  any  of  the  other  Parts: 
The  Bark  fometimes  is  ufed  inftead  of  all 
the  reft,  and  the  Wood  is  often  ufed  with 
us  where  none  of  the  other  Parts  of  the 
Plant  are  efteemed. 

The  Flowers  of  Plants  are  fometimes  ufc- 
ful,  and  the  Fruit  often  fo :  Thus  we  have  dif¬ 
ferent  Virtues  lodged  in  the  different  Parts 
of  Plants. 

The  Reafon  why  this  happens  is,  be- 
caufc  every  Plant  has  as  many  Veffels  in  it 

of 
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of  different  Forms  to  alter  the  Juices,  as  any 
Animal  Body;  and  the  Difference  of  the 
Parts  in  Plants,  as  well  as  in  Animals,  there¬ 
fore  produce  different  Effe&s  when  they  are 
ufed  in  Medicine. 

When  we  ufe  the  Parts  of  Animals,  fome« 
times  the  Horn  is  necedary,  fometimes  the 
Bone,  fometimes  the  Hoofs  of  Animals % 
fometimes  the  Brain,  other  Times  the  Fiefh, 
and  oftentimes  the  Blood ;  fo,  as  we  have 
obferved  above  with  Regard  to  Plants,  their 
feveral  Parts  are  not  always  to  be  ufed  at 
the  fame  Time:  For  there  is  an  Analogy  be¬ 
tween  Plants  and  Animals,  there  is  a  Circu¬ 
lation  of  Juices  equally  juft  in  both,  and 
harmonious  to  one  another,  i.  e.  every  Plant 
has  Veflels  for  the  Paflage  and  Secretion  of 
their  Juices  agreeable  to  thofe  in  Animals,  fo 
far  as  ’tis  confident  between  a  created  Bodv 

J 

that  has  not  Local  Motion,  and  that  which 
has  the  Benefit  of  moving  from  Place  to 
Place. 

As  we  are  well  affured  of  the  Circulati¬ 
on  of  the  Blood  in  Animals,  fo  may  we  be 
certain  of  the  Circulation  of  Sap  in  Plants^ 

which 
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which  have  as  proper  VefTels  for  that  Ufe. 
They  have  thofe  Analagous  to  Arteries  and 
Veins,  through  which  the  Sap  as  continually 
pafles,  and  alters  itfelf  as  in  any  Animal.  There 
are  likewife  fecretory  Dn6te ,  and  Capillary 
Tubes,  into  which  the  finer  Parts  of  the  Sap 
pafs,  to  explain  the  Buds,  Leaves,  or  Flow- 
ers  of  the  Tree;  all  thefe  are  fed  by  the 
Root.  In  many  common  Cafes  the  Roots 
of  Plants  furnifh  themfelves  with  Sap  about 
Auguft  to  fupply  the  Plant  with  Noiirifh- 
ment  during  rhe  Winter,  as  fome  Animals 
lay  in  their  Provifions  about  Auguft  or  $ep~ 
fember ,  to  fupport  themfelves  in  the  more 
fevere  Seafon  of  the  Year.  Some  of  the  A- 
nimals  deep  all  the  Winter,  as  the  Hedge- 
Hog  or  Urchin,  the  Bat  or  Flitter-Moufe, 
the  Snake,  the  Tortoife,  and  the  Lizard ;  fo 
we  have  feveral  Plants  which  do  not  put 
forth  their  Leaves  or  Branches  in  the  cold- 
der  Seafons. 

We  have  likewife  thofe  Plants  which 
produce  their  Fruits,  and  ripen  them  in  the 
hardeft  Froft,  and  carry  their  Leaves  all  the 

Year,  as  well  as  their  Power  of  Growth. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe  I  have  already  mentioned  in  a  former 
Ledure,  when  I  treated  of  the  Mifletoe. 

It  is  plain  from  what  I  have  mentioned 
in  feveral  of  my  Works ,  and  the  Experi¬ 
ments  I  have  produced  before  the  Royal 
Society ,  and  the  mod  curious  Perfons  abroad, 
that  the  Dodrine  of  the  Circulation  of  the 
Sap  has  been  the  chief  Motive  of  regula¬ 
ting  and  reforming  their  Farms  and  Gar¬ 
dens:  For  fince  that  has  been  known,  the 
People  have  been  more  certain  of  the  Time 
for  cutting  their  Grafs  and  Corn,  i.  e.  by 
knowing  when  either  were  in  their  fail  Ripe- 
nefs.  It  has  been  likewife  a  Motive  to  in¬ 
duce  feveral  Gentlemen  to  plant  Trees  in 
Summer,  which  heretofore  was  never  prar 
difed,  though  a  Tree  planted  in  July  will 
not  fail  to  thrive  much  better  than  any 
Tree  planted  between  the  End  of  OSiober 
and  the  Beginning  of  February. 

The  largeft  Trees  that  can  be  removed 
from  one  Place  to  another,  may  be  in  the 
Time  I  mention’d,  tranfplanted  without  Ha¬ 
zard  ;  for  at  the  Time  I  mention,  they  re¬ 
new  their  Roots,  and  lodge  fuch  a  Stock  of 

H  Non- 
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Nourishment,  as  will  not  only  preferve  them 
in  the  Winter,  hut  make  them  {hoot  the 
Spring  following  with  as  much  Vigour  as 
thole  Trees  which  had  been  planted  three 
Years  before  in  the  common  Way. 

Soils  are  laid  to  be  conducive  to  the 
Growth  of  Plants,  and  where  thefe  hap¬ 
pen  not  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Growth 
of  thole,  the  Farmers  and  Gardeners  ge¬ 
nerally  ufe  Dung;  but  lam  of  Mr.  Law¬ 
rence's  Opinion,  that  Dung  is  not  always 
neceflary,  any  more  than  as  it  confifts  of 
ight  Parts ;  it  may  be  ufed  in  a  ftiff  Soil, 
to  open  the  Earth. 

What  I  have  faid  of  the  Mifletoe  grow¬ 
ing  upon  the  Oak,  that  there  is  no  Dif¬ 
ference  between  that  and  another  growing 
upon  a  different  Plant,  in  its  Virtue  feems 
to  be  confirmed  in  this,  viz.  that  if  one  is 
of  larger  Growth,  it  has  ftill  the  lame  Qua¬ 
lity  m  a  Handful  of  that  which  is  of  final- 
ler  Dimen fion. 

■  We  {hall  now  and  then  fee  Corn  which 
has  .been  fown  too  clofe,  which  will  have  a 
thin  and  long  Straw,  and  an  invalid  Ear  ^ 

while 
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while  on  the  other  Hand,  the  fhott  Straws 
and  the  rich  Ears  of  Corn,  hand  more  re- 
mote  from  one  another. 

One  could  give  feveral  Pittances  how 
much  a  Plant  receives  its  Nourifliment  from 
the  Difference  of  Soils  and  Situations ;  but 
it  is  Time  we  come  more  particularly  to  ex¬ 
plain  that  though  the  Earth  or  Situation  of 
a  Plant  may  render  it  more  or  lets  luxuriant 
yet  it  may  pteferve  the  fame  Powers. 

When  we  fpeak  of  the  Seed  poflefllng 
more  oily  Parts  than  the  Root,  we  mu  ft 
luppofe  that  the  Seed  being  furnifhed  the 
laft  with  Juices,  at  the  End  of  the  Seafon 
has  fewer  of  the  aqueous  Parts  in  it  than 
the  Root,  which  receives  its  Nourifliment 
immediately  from  the  Earth  and  the  Water, 
contained  in  it. 

This  is  (b me  what  after  the  Manner  of  an 
Alembick ,  which  feparates  the  more  vola¬ 
tile  Parts  from  the  terreftriaUParts ;  or  when 
we  make  the  Analyfis  of  a  Plant,  or  any 
thing  elfe,  chymically,  we  find  the  Refin, 
the  volatile  Salts,  and  other  Parts,  according 
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to  the  Capacity  of  the  Plan v  more  or  left 
abundant; 

.If  we  take  the  Bark,  it  has  a  different 
Effect  from  the  Wood  it  was  joined  to . 
which  (hews  that  it  has  not  in  it  the  fame 
Juices  of  the  Wood  it  was  taken  from. 

If  we  ufe  the  Root  of  the  fame  Plant* 
and  make  the  Analyfis  of  that  and  the 
Wood,  we  fhall  find  fewer  refinous  Parts  in 
the  Root,  than  in  the  Wood. 

If  we  make  any  Experiment  between  the 
Root  and  the  Leaf,  there  is  lefs  Correfpon- 
dence  of  Quality;  and  when  we  have  try  "d 
the  Difference  between  the  Root  and  the 
Seed  of  the  lame  Plant,  we  find  that  the 
Seed  being  more  oily  than  the  Root,  will 
have  a  more  immediate  Effect.  We  have 
had  feme  Difputes  concerning  the  Differ¬ 
ences  between  Oils  and  Efiences :  Some 
would  always  have  the  Oil  of  a  Plant  to 
be  the  mod  prevalent,  by  which  they  meant 
the  Effence  in  (bme  Leaves  of  Plants ;  fuch 
as  the  Orange,  Lemon,  Thyme,  Myrtle, 
and  Plants  that  arc  ever-green. 


Such 
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Such  Eflence  or  Oil  is  beft  to  be  extra£T 
ed  from  Plants  when  they  have  been  well 
dry’d  and  kept  in  a  dry  Place;  for  when 
the  Air  meets  with  them,  it  will  attrad 
thefe  Parts,  and  make  them  lofe  their  Smell, 
as  we  find  in  the  Winter  Marjoram,  and  o- 
ther  aromatiek  Plants,  even  while  they  are 
abroad  in  the  Winter. 

A  dry'd  Root,  at  the  fame  Time  mana- 
ged  in  the  tame  Way,  and  gathered  at  a 
proper  Seafon,  will  referve  its  refinous  Parts, 
land  operate,  if  it  has  Powers  enough,  as  a 
Cathartick,  while  the  Seed  may  perhaps  be 
only  a  Carminative  or  Diuretick. 

An  Inftance  of  this  is  the  Root  of  the 
Jallap,  whofe  Refin  purges  violently,  but  the 
whole  Root,  infufed,  is  a  gentle  Cathartick. 
The  Seeds  at  the  fame  Time  are  a  little  ca¬ 
thartick  and  diuretick  ;  and  if  we  take  the 
Refin  of  any  Plant  from  the  reft  of  it,  we 
may  be  fure  it  will  purge,  if  it  has  that 
Power  in  it,  or  prove  an  Emctick,  accord'? 
ing  to  its  Quality. 

The  Leaves  of  the  Oak  have  an  Aftrin- 
gency  in  them,  but  not  equal  to  that  of  the 
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Bark;  neither  is  the  Batk  equal  to  that  of 
the  Wood:  For  when  the  Saw-duft  of  the 
Oak  is  diftill’d,  it  is  accounted  the  ftrongeft 
or  mod  powerful  Stiptick  we  have  growing 
in  England .  We  have  faid  before  enough 
of  the  Berries  of  the  Oak,  and  the  Galls ; 
how  far  they  have  a  ftiptick  Power,  which 
are  both  of  them  Parts  depending  upon  the 
Oak. 

The  Acorn,  or  Fruit  of  the  Oak,  is  fa¬ 
mous  as  an  Aftringent,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
a  Carminative. 

This  is  enough  at  prefent  to  fliew  that 
the  feveral  Parts  of  Plants  are  not  equally 
the  fame  in  their  Qualities  with  one  ano¬ 
ther;  but  to  Chew  you  more  particularly 
how  near  the  Parts  of  Plants  and  Animals 
are  agreeable  to  one  another,  not  only  with 
regard  to  their  Frame,  but  to  their  Degree 
of  Life,  I  fliall  bring  one  or  two  Pittances 
by  way  of  Confirmation. 

Every  one  of  the  Spurges,  or  milky 
Plants,  may  inform  us  of  the  Sap  Veflels, 
and  how  they  are  placed,  and  that  they 
do  not  depend  upon  upright  Tubes,  as  fome 
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fay,  but  have  their  proper  Veffels  to  receive 
the  Sap  from  the  Root,  and  have  it  circu¬ 
lating  from  thence  to  the  Summit  of  the 
Plant,  and  from  thence  to  the  Root  again. 
In  the  Leaves  we  may  plainly  fee  that  there 
are  thofe  Parts  which  are  analogous  to  Ar¬ 
teries  and  Veins,  and  the  juices  appear  as 
different. 

This  is  the  propereft  Subject,  unlefs  it  be 
the  Bulbs,  that  I  can  introduce  at  this  Time 
of  the  Year,  when  it  is  fuppofed  that  the 
Weather  is  in  its  fharpeft  State,  and  at  the 
lame  Time  I  mu  ft  obferve,  that  thofe  who 
are  of  Opinion  that  Heat  principally  com 
duces  to  the  Motion  of  the  Sap  and  Plants^ 
muft  be  miftaken :  For  fo  long  as  we  have 
Proofs  of  the  Tulip  growing  in  Winter,  the 
Hyacinth,  the  Narciffus,  and  many  others, 
too  tedious  to  mention,  together  with  this 
Plant,  which  I  bring  as  one  Proof  of  the 
Circulation  of  the  Sap  continually ,  I  think 
there  is  no  Room  to  doubt  that  Plants  in 
their  different  States  are  analogous  to  Ani¬ 
mals,  in  their  refpe&ive  Degrees  or  Orders, 
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BARKS. 


Ortex  Guaiaci,  is  the  Bark  of  a  Wood 


Kj<  growing  frequently  in  North -Ame¬ 
rica,  efpecially  in  Virginia  and  Carolina : 
The  Wood  is  received  with  us  as  a  Com¬ 
modity  of  great  Worth,  but  the  Bark  is  of 
lefs  Value.  .The  Gum  is  of  extraordinary 
Virtue,  becaufe  it  has  in  it  the  Powers  of 
the  Bark  and  the  Wood.  The  Bark,  how¬ 
ever,  by  being  infufed  in  a  proper  Vehicle, 
is  accounted  of  great  Ufe  in  cutaneous  Ca¬ 
fes,  i.  e .  fuch  as  proceed  from  the  Obftru- 
ttions  of  the  perfpirable  Matter  in  the  mil¬ 
itary  Glands ;  but  the  Gum  much  more 
than  this,  is  very  warm  and  deterfive,  and 
therefore  good  in  ail  Ulcerations  and  Gleets, 
both  internal  and  external  However,  in 
external  Cafes,  the  Infufion  of  the  Bark  be¬ 
ing  more  moderate  in  its  Operation,  is  the 
belt.  We  are  told  too,  that  it  helps  in  the 
Gout,  being  infufed  in  Wine,  and  apply' ’d 
warm  to  the  affe&cd  Parts, 
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While  I  am  upon  this  Head,  I  may  add, 
that  the  Gum  of  this  Plant  is  accounted  ah 
mod  a  Speeifick  in  Gonorrhea" r,  being  ta¬ 
ken  three  or  four  Times  a  Day,  in  a  pro¬ 
per  Vehicle,  but  "tis  apt  to  make  the  Skin 
change  of  a  yellowifli  Colour. 

The  Wood  of  this  Plant  being  boyfd  in 
Water,  has  an  Effed  pretty  near  the  fame 
with  that  of  the  Cortex  or  Gum. 

Corf  ex  Peruvianus ,  five  Quinquina ,  ji¬ 
ve  Cajkarilla ,  is  the  Bark  of  a  Tree,  which 
we  commonly  call  the  Jefuits  Bark ,  grow* 
ing  in  the  Province  of  Loxa ,  in  the  King* 
dom  of  Peru .  This  Tree  has  not  been 
known  as  yet,  by  the  beft  Botanifts ;  even 
Mr.  Petapher ,  the  famous  Apothecary  in 
Alderfgate-Jlreet ,  could  not  difcover  it,  not* 
withftanding  his  Expence  and  indefatigable 
Enquiry.  But  we  have  lately  received  a 
Prefent  from  a  Gentleman  who  has  been 
in  thofe  Parts,  fent  to  the  University  of 
Cambridge ,  of  fome  Seeds  of  the  Tree, 
which  appear  to  be  the  moil  like  Plum- 
Stones,  and  which  we  hope  to  propagate. 
Jts  Virtues  are  well  known  in  Intermitting 

Fevers^ 
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Fevers,  where  it  generally  has  good  SuccefL 
It  is  a  powerful  Aftringent $  and  in  all  Ga¬ 
les  where  Bleeding  feems  to  be  defperate, 
and  cannot  otherwife  be  flopped,  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  this  internally  proves  an  excellent 
StypticL  It  is  therefore  good  in  all  Kinds 
of  Fluxes,  and  Difbrders  from  Relaxations. 
The  late  Dutchefs  of  Beaufort ,  who  was 
fo  curious  in  Botany,  and  other  curious  Sub- 
ieds,  had  always  a  Tincture  of  rhis  Bark  in 

a/ 

Red  Wine  by  her,  to  give,  as  a  Bitter,  when 
any  of  the  People  about  her  had  their  Sto¬ 
machs  too  much  relaxed. 

The  Bark  of  the  Oak  has  been  frequent¬ 
ly  ufed  in  lieu  of  this  Bark ;  and  feme  have 
joined  with  it  the  Bark  of  the  Afh,  As  for 
the  Oak  Bark,  the  Druides  knew  the  Pre¬ 
valency  of  it,  and  ufed  it  much  upon  the 
lame  Occafions  that  we  have  mentioned. 
It  is  a  ftrong  Styptick,  and  one  of  the  belt 
that  we  have  made  at  prefent,  to  prevent 
involuntary  bleeding,  being  diftilled  with 
Vinegar,  or  even  the  Saw-duft  of  Oak,  with 
Vinegar  diftilled,  would  produce  the  fame 
Efleft. 


Cortex 
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Cortex  'Tamarifci  ,  or  the  Bark  of  the 
Tamarisk  Tree,  is  now  little  in  Ufe,  be- 
caufe  it  is  no  durable  Commodity,  or  can¬ 
not  lie  long  in  the  Apothecaries  Shops  with¬ 
out  lofing  its  Virtues.  We  have  it,  how¬ 
ever,  in  feveral  old  Gardens  at  this  Day. 
The  Virtues  afcribed  to  it,  are,  that  it  is  he- 
patick,  diuretick,  and  attenuates,  opens,  and 
abfterges ;  and  therefore  good  in  thofe  I)  if* 
eafes  where  the  black  Choler  prevails.  It 
is  a  great  Strengthner,  and,  when  it  is  good, 
is  efficacious  in  the  Black  Jaundice  and 
Whites  in  Women,  both  which  Diftempers 
proceed  from  Weaknefs.  In -the  latter  Cafe, 
it  is  prefcribed  to  be  boiled  in  Mint- water. 

Cortex  Winter a?nisy  or  Winter’s  Bark,  is 
a  Kind  of  wild  Cinnamon.  It  is  fometimes 
writ  Canella  Alba ,  or  white  Cinnamon. 
It  has  a  Flavour  fomewhat  like  Lemon-peck 
Though  it  is  not  much  uled  in  the  Shops, 
yet  when  an  Infufion  of  it  is  given  to  any 
Patient,  the  Nerves  are  prefently  fcnfible  of 
it.  It  is  of  good  Ufe  as  an  Antifcorbu- 
tick. 
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Cortex  Capparis ,  or  the  Bark  of  the 
Caper  Plant,  has  been  often  ufed  in  Medi¬ 
cine,  being  infufed  in  Wine,  as  an  Aperient 
and  Diuretick,  but  is  now  of  very  little  Ufe 
in  the  Shops,  becaufe  we  find  others  that 
are  more  prevalent  in  thofe  Cafes. 

Cortex  Granatorum ,  or  the  Shell  of  the 
Pomgranate  Fruit.  This  Fruit  is  very  fre¬ 
quent  in  France ,  and  fometimes  ripens  in 
England ,  efpecially  at  Sir  Gregory  Page\ 
and  Mr.  Mollineux* s,  at  Kew-Green  in  Sur¬ 
rey.  The  Flower  of  this,  is  the  Balau - 
Jlium ,  which  I  fhall  have  Occafion  to  men¬ 
tion,  when  I  fpeak  of  the  Flowers  of  Plants, 
but  the  Rind,  or  Cortex  of  the  Fruit,  is 
what  I  fhall  mention  in  this  Place.  It  muft 
be  dry’d  and  pulveriz'd,  and  may  be  given 
in  fuch  Cafes  where  Blood  flows  involunta¬ 
rily  from  any  Part.  It  is  a  powerful  Styp- 
tick,  and  may  be  given  in  Fluxes  of  all 
Kinds. 

Cortex  Efulce  is  of  two  Sorts ;  the  one 
taken  from  the  Root  of  a  Plant  which  is 
called  Palma  Chrijli ,  or  Cataputia  major  * 
which  is  a  Ricinus ;  and  the  other  from 

the 
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the  Root  of  a  Spurge,  or  TythimaL  Their 
Virtues  are  nearly  the  fame,  having  both 
very  violent  purgative  Qualities ,  and  fome- 
times  prove  powerful  Emeticks.  The  (mai¬ 
ler  Sort,  which  is  the  Spurge,  is  called  La- 
chyris .  They  are  feldom  in  Ufe  among  the 
regular  Fra&itionets  at  this  Day,  being 
thought  too  violent  in  their  Operations ; 
however  fome  Empiricks  do  not  now  fcru- 
ple  to  venture  on  them.  But  whoever  ufes 
them  muft  do  it  with  Caution. 

Cortex  Citri ,  or  Lemon-Peel,  as  well  as 
that  of  Oranges  or  Citrons,  the  laft  of  which 
is  only  a  larger  Sort  of  Lemons,  are  much 
of  the  fame  Ufe  in  Medicine:  Every  one  of 
them  being  chiefly  ufed  as  bitter  Aroma- 
ticks,  and  Strengthened  of  the  Stomach. 

Cajfia  Lignea, ,  or  the  more  woody  Bark 
of  a  Tree,  which  feems  to  confift  of  inch 
Virtues  as  we  find  in  Winter's  Bark,  and  the 
Bark  of  the  true  Cinnamon ;  and  it  is  called 
the  white  Cinnamon,  or  Canella  Malaveri - 
ca  &  Javonenfisy  whofe  Leaves  are  the  offi¬ 
cinal  Malabathrum.  It  is  really  the  paler 
Kind  of  Cinnamon,  and  taken  from  the 
5  younger 
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younger  Branches  of  the  Tree,  though  fome 
would  have  it  to  be  a  different  Sort  from 
that  which  they  bring  from  the  Ifland  of 
Ceylon.  We  may  be  affured  that  the  Cin¬ 
namon  which  comes  from  Ceylon  is  only 
different  from  it  by  Means  of  the  drying, 
and  the  Part  of  the  Tree  it  is  taken  from. 
The  Ceylon  Sort  is  the  under  Bark  of  the 
Stem  of  the  Tree,  and  being  in  a  much 
warmer  Climate  than  Malabar ,  is  much 
quicker  dry'd. 

They  have  both  the  fame  Effeffs;  they 
are  both  ftrengthening,  and  good  againft  all 
Fluxes,  and  particularly  in  Seminal  Weak- 
neffes.  We  may  obferve  however ,  that 
when  we  boil  it,  after  a  long  Time,  it  will 
produce  a  kind  of  Jelly,  which  the  Cinna¬ 
mon  will  not  be  fo  apt  to  do:  That  from 
Malabar  being  taken  from  the  young 
Branches  of  the  Trees,  abounding  in  more 
vifeous  Juices  than  the  Cinnamon  of  Ceylon, 
which  is  taken  from  the  old  Body  or  T runk 
of  the  Tree.  And  befides,  as  the  Climate 
of  Ceylon  is  hotter  than  that  of  Malabar , 
whatever  Vifcofity  might  be  in  the  Bark  of 
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the  Cinnamon  growing  there ,  would  be 
much  (boner  dry’d  up,  than  in  that  of  the 
Malabar  Kind.  I  have  feen  Trees  from  both 
Places  and  they  are  the  fame* 


Of  WOODS. 


HE  Lignum  Sant  alum  Album ,  or 


white  Saunders;  the  Lignum  Santa 


lum  Citrinum, ,  or  yellow  Saunders ;  and  the 
Lignum  Santalum  Rubrum ,  or  red  Saun¬ 
ders,  are  all  Woods  nearly  of  the  feme  Vir¬ 
tues,  and  are  frequently  found  in  the  Shops, 

The  yellow  is  accounted  the  beft,  being 
more  Aromatick  than  the  other  Sorts,  and 
is  generally  mod  ufed  in  Dyet  Drinks,  tho* 
the  red  Sort  is  more  aftringent  and  drying, 
and  will  alfo  yield  a  good  red  Colour  in  the 
Liquors  where  it  is  infufed  5  thefe  are  all 
ufed  as  Antifcorbuticks. 

Lignum  Lentifcinum ,  or  Lentifcm  Wood, 
is  of  the  feme  Tree  that  bears  the  Gum 
Maftick.  It  is  ufed  like  the  Saunders:  in. 
Diet  Drinks,  as  an  Ant  ifborbu  tick  ;  but  as 
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it  abounds  more  than  the  former  in  Tere- 
bentine  Juices,  fo  the  Liquors  compofed  of 
it  operate  chiefly  by  Urine* 

Lignum  Afpalathum ,  or  Afphalt,  ot 
Rofe-wood,  for  there  is  hardly  any  Diffe¬ 
rence  between  it  and  Lignum  Rhodium :  I 
find  their  Virtues  the  fame,  and  thoJ  fome 
receive  them  as  different  Woods,  they  are 
certainly  from  the  fame  Tree,  but  from  dif¬ 
ferent  Parts  of  it,  like  the  Cinnamon  and  the 
CaJJia  Lignea ,  as  I  obferved  in  the  forego¬ 
ing  Ledure.  The  Lignum  Afpalathum  is 
however  accounted  aftringent  and  drying, 
and,  from  its  Scent  which  the  Oil  made  of 
it  gives  us,  it  is  reckoned  Cephalick,  as  well 
as  the  Oil  of  Rhodium ,  and  is  therefore 
chiefly  put  into  Pomatums  to  make  them 
more  agreeable  to  the  SmelL 

Lignum  Rhodii  I  have  mentioned  above^ 
as  much  as  is  neceflary  to  be  faid  of  it,  un- 
lefs  that  it  may  be  reckoned  among  the 
Perfumes: 

Lignum  Colubrinum ,  or  Snake- Wood,  is 
the  Wood  of  the  Tree  which  brings  us  the 
Nux  Vomica ,  the  Nut  of  which  is  a  ftrong 

Poifon, 
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IPoifon  to  Dogs  and  Cats,  and  is  ufed  by  the 
Rat-Killers  with  Arfenick  mixed  in  Butter, 
to  lay  about  Houfes  to  deftroy  the  Vermin. 
A  ftrong  Tin  dure  taken  from  the  Wood  is 
fo  powerful  a  Narcotick,  that  it  is  very  lel- 
dom  ufed  in  the  Shops.  With  a  Pailc 
made  of  this  Decodion  flung  into  Ponds  or 
Rivers,  the  Fifli  become  fo  much  intoxica¬ 
ted,  as  to  rife  to  the  Surface  of  the  Water, 
and  apply  themfelvcs  to  the  Shore,  where 
they  are  eafily  taken  out. 

The  Seeds  likewife  of  the  Cocculus  Indus 
broken  and  made  into  a  Fade  will  do  the 
fame  Thing;  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the 
Staves- Acre  Seed  in  particular  being  broken, 
and  mixed  with  Oil  or  Butter,  makes  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Unguent  to  be  applied  where  that 
Diftemper  reigns  which  is  called  the  loufy 
Diftemper. 

Lignum  Guaiaci  is  a  Wood  of  a  tall  Wejt- 

Indian  Tree ,  which  I  mentioned  when  I 

■* 

Ipoke  of  the  Gum  in  a  former  Ledure.  We 
ufe  it  in  Decodions  as  a  Diet  Drink,  in  the 
Morbus  Gallicus ,  Evil  and  Scurvy ;  it  being  a 
Dryer,  and  a  great  Corredor  of  fharp  Hu- 

I  mours 
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rriours  in  the  Blood.  It  is  to  be  noted  tha£ 
in  America  where  the  Indians  are  fubjed  to 
the  Pox,  this  Wood,  as  well  as  its  Gum, 
are  efteemed  Specificks  in  that  Diftemper, 
and  they  therefore  call  it  Pock-Wood. 

Lignum  Aloes ,  or  Agallochum ,  or  Xylo- 
Aloes ,  in  Englijl)  called  Aloes- Wood;  is  Co 
light  as  to  fwim  in  Water,  and  the  beft  of 
a  Purplifli  Colour.  3Ti$  brought  to  us  from 
the  Eajl-Indies  in  fmall  Pieces  or  Chips ;  its 
Powers  are  hot  and  drying,  and  an  Extrad 
made  of  it  with  Spirit  of  Wine  is  efteemed 
a  great  Strengthener  of  the  Nerves  by  all 
Phyficians. 

Lignum  * Juniper i ,  or  the  Wood  of  Juni¬ 
per  is  accounted  Balfamick,  as  are  even  the 
Leaves  of  the  Plant,  and  the  Berries.  A 
Decodion  of  this  Wood  is  Diuretiek,  and 
is  frequently  ufed  to  purge  the  Reins :  But 
the  Berries  are  fttppofed  to  have  a  more 
powerful  Effed,  either  by  having  their  Juice 
expreffed,  or  if  they  are  diftilled.  The  Oil 
above  all  the  reft  is  chofen  in  Cafes  of  the 
Gravel  and  Stone,  but  that  muft  not  be  gi¬ 
ven  in  any  greater  Quantity  than  three  or 

four 
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four. Drops  at  a  Time ,  in  a  proper  Ve¬ 
hicle.  ,  • 

Vifcus  Quercinus ,  or  as  feme  Authors 
write  it,  Vifcum  Quercinum ,  is  the  Mifeltoe 
of  the  Oak,  whofe  Fruit  is  ripe  about  Chrijl* 
inas-y  but  the  Mifleltoe  of  the  Oak  however 
is  rarely  found  now-a-days,  ,  I  fuppofe,  be- 
caufe  it  has, been  fo  conftantly  fought  fors 
while  Mifletoe  growing  upon  other  Trees 
has  been  negle&ed*  notwithftanding  its  Vir¬ 
tues  are  as  great  when  it  grows  upon  one 
Sort  of  Tree  as  upon  another*  Wherever; 
we  find  it,  we  may  be  (lire  it  is  good  in  all 
Hyfterick  Diforders,  or  in  moil  nervous  Ca¬ 
fes.  In  Paralytic  Cafes  ’tis  extraordinary, 
and  in  Convulfions  of  great  Ufe. 

I  fuppofe  the  chief  Reafon  of  writing  for  it 
under  the  Name  of  Vifcus  §>uercinusy  is  be-, 
caufe  the  Oak  in  the  Time  of  the  Druids. 

r  ‘  ' 

was  dedicated  to  Saturn ,  and  was  the  Place 
of  Worfhip,  as,  a  Temple.  And  as  the  Sa¬ 
turnalia  y  or  Feafts  of  Saturn ,  were  kept  a~ 
bout  the  Timepf  our  Chriftmas ,  when  that 
Tree  was  vacant  of  Leaves;  fo  the  Country 
People  brought  thither  all  the  Ever-Greens 

I  z  they 
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they  could  pick  up,  to  adorn  the  Oak,  a** 
rnongft  which  Mifletoe  was  the  chief,  itha- 
ving  then  its  Fruit  in  full  Perfe&ion ;  and 
though  the  Mifletoe  they  brought  might  be 
gathered  from  Trees  of  different  Kinds,  by 
its  being  lodged  upon  the  Oak  by  Way  of 
Ornament,  it  might  take  its  Name,  as  we 
write  now  for  it  to  the  Shops,  Vifcm  ^uer- 
emus. 

By  the  Accounts  we  have  of  the  Druids , 
we  may  eafily  conjecture  that  they  were 
good  Phyfitians  as  well  as  Prieffo,  and  un¬ 
der  ilood  the  true  Virtue  of  the  Mifletoe,  as 
well  as  the  other  Ever»Greens  that  were 
hung  about  the  Oak,  as  well  as  they  had  a 
good  Knowledge  of  the  feveral  Parts  of  the 
Oak  it  fclfi  For  we  find  more  ufeful  Things 
from  that  Tree  handed  down  to  us,  than 
from  any  other.  The  Bark  in  Intermitting 
Fevers  feems  to  have  been  ufed  by  them  as 
we  do  the  Jefuits-Bark:  The  Oak-Berries 
have  been  faid  a  long  Time  to  be  both  Styp¬ 
tic  and  Cordial :  The  Galls  of  the  Oak ,  or 
Oak  Apples,  have  of  long  Date  likcwife 
been  accounted  Styptick  and  Balfamick.  The 

Oak 
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Oak  Leaves  have  an  Aftringency  in  them, 
and  a  Deco&ion  of  them,  we  read,  has  been 
applied  outwardly  to  the  Body  in  cutaneous 
Cafes :  And  the  Acorns  of  the  Oak  dry’d 
and  pulveriz'd,  we  find^  have  been  of  great 
Service  in  the  Cholick.  And  were  we  af¬ 
ter  this  to  confide;*  the  Number  of  Ever¬ 
greens  which  adorn  the  Oak  in  the  Win¬ 
ter  Seafon,  fuch  as  the  juniper,  the  Bay, 
the  Cyprefi,  the  Box,  the  Ivy,  the  Holly, 
&c .  we  might  look  upon  one  of  thefe  Tem¬ 
ples  to  poflefs  every  Thing  that  they  then 
ufed  in  Phyfick:  So  that  the  Mifletoe, 
which  feemed  to  be  the  Supreme  of  the 
whole,  as  it  was  then  in  its  fulled:  Perfec¬ 
tion,  and  by  which  the  Druids  could  cure 
Convulfions,  Epilepfies,  and  fuch  like  Difi 
tempers  j  kis  no  Wonder  that  we  have  flill 
fought  after  the  Mifletoe  of  the  Oak,  and 
preferred  it  to  that  of  another  Tree. 

Sir  John  Colebatch ,  who  has  diftinguifli- 
ed  himfelf  particularly  by  writing  a  Trea- 
tife  on  the  Mifletoe,  and  the  Virtues  of  it 
has  in  his  laft  Edition  agreed  with  me,  that 
the  Mifletoe  of  one  Tree  has  the  fame  Ef- 

I  3  feel 
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fe£t  with  that  which  grows  upon  another, 
as  well  as  that  an  Handful  of  any  Herb 
growing  upon  ori£  Soil,  is  equal  in  its  Vir¬ 
tues  to  an  Handful  of  the  feme  Plant  growl¬ 
ing  in  another  Soil :  So  the  Mifletoe  which 
grows  upon  any  Tree  '  poflefles  ftill  the 
fame  Virtues,  as  if  it  grew  upon  an  Oak 
For  every  fort  of  Tree  to  the  Mifletoe  is  no 
more  than  a  different  Soil  to  any  other 
Plant,  ,  •  v  ■  '  ;  -  n  /;  >' '  ofe 

*  The  Bird-Lime,  which  was  heretofore 
tiled,  was  made  of  this  Vifcus  ;  but  fince  it 
has  beconie  more  fcarce,  the  Inner  Bark  of 
the  Holly  or  Holme,  is  tiled  inftead  of  it.  - 

*  The  Way  of  ufing  it  in  Medicine,  is  to 

dry  it,  and  pulverize  it,  and  when  the  Pow¬ 
der  is  reduced  as  fine  as  poflible,  one  may 
give  a  Dram  for  a  Dole  twice  or  thrice  a 
Day,  in  fome  of  the  Hyfterick  Waters, 
which,  as  far  as  I  have  obferved,  never  fails 
of  curing  the  moft  ftubborn  Convulfions  in 
young  Perfons.  ’  ’  •  ‘ 

But  if  any  may  be  of  Opinion  that  yet 
it  is  neceflary  to  ule  that  Mifletoe  which 
grows  upon „•  an  Oak  we  may  propagate 

*  :  it 
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it  upon  that  Tree,  if  we  take  the  Berries 
when  they  are  ripe,  and  prefs  them  till  the 
Seeds,  and  the  vifcous  Matter  about  them, 
come  out :  Let  this  be  done  againft  any 
tender  and  fmooth  Branch  of  the  Oak,  and 
the  Seed  will  adhere  to  it.  The  Spring 
following,  if  the  Birds  do  not  gather  it  be¬ 
fore  that  Time,  the  Seed  will  take  Root  in 
the  Branch  that  we  placed  it  upon,  and 
make  a  (mall  Bufli  that  Year,  and  in  two  or 
three  Years  more  begin  to  bear  Fruit. 


R  O  O  T  S. 


y 

RAdix  Arijiolochia  rot ,  or  Round 
Birthwort  Rooty  has  an  aromatick 
Tafte,  and  is  fomewhat  acrid:  It  is  account¬ 
ed  among  the  Phyficians  a  great  Cleanfer 
of  the  Womb,  and  to  help  Delivery;  there¬ 
fore  is  ufed  much  to  promote  the  Catamenia . 
When  we  ufe  it  externally,  it  is  accounted 
detergent  and  feparative,  which  makes  it  an 
Ingredient  in  moft  of  the  fly  p tick  Plaifters. 
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The  long-rooted  Sort  has  the  fame  Qua¬ 
lities  as  the  former,  and  is  frequently  ufed 
in  lieu  of  it. 

Radix  Chinee  nodofa>  or  the  knotty  China 
Root,  or  the  Occidental  China  Root,  has 
the  fame  Virtues  with  the  oriental  China 
Root.  The  firft  is  the  Root  of  a  Plant 
called  Smilax  afpera  Chinenfis ,  Lampada 
didl  a ;  and  the  latter  is  the  Root  of  the 
Smilax  Viticnlis  afperis  Virginian  a.  The 
Root  is  white  and  fpongy.  Either  of  thefe 
are  ufed  in  Decodions,  and  are  accounted 
diaphoretick.  The  Decodion  of  it  is  given 
in  Gonorrhoea  s* 

Valeriana ,  or  Valerian .  Of  this  there 
are  fevcral  Kinds,  but  only  one  in  Ufe, 
which  is  called  the  Sylve/lris  major  foliis 
anguflioribus ,  and  is  intended  in  moft  Pre- 
feriptions.  It  is  warm  and  aromatick.  Its 
Efficacy,  as  a  Sudorifick,  is  fupported  by 
the  Teftimony  both  of  the  ancient  and  pre- 
lent  Pradicc.  It  has  been  reckoned  by  forne 
deterfive,  fb  much  as  to  make  it  diuretick, 
and  good  in  all  Obftrudions  of  the  Vifcer a . 
It  is  mightily  extolled  by  fome  for  ftrengttn- 

rung 
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ning  the  Op  tick  Nerves,  and  reftoring  de¬ 
cayed  Sight.  It  is  extraordinary  in  hyfte- 
rick  Affe&ions,  and  Convulfions.  It  is  feme* 
times  ufed  with  Camphire. 

Bryonia  Alba, ,  or  White  Briony. 

Curcuma ,  or  Turmerick. 

HermodaBylus . 

Jallapiumj  or  Jallap. 

Mecoacan ,  or  Mecaocan,  and  like  wife  Me- 
coacana.  > 

Rha  Barbarum . 

Rha  Ponticum . 

Rubia  FinBorum ,  or  Madder. 

Serpent  aria  Virginiana* 

Turpeihum ,  or  Turbich. 

Squilla ,  or  Sea  Onion. 

Schcenanthus ,  or  Camel's  Hay. 

Stcechas  Arabic  a  ^  or  Arabian  Lavender, 
or,  as  Tome  call  it,  French  Lavender. 

Agaricum ,  or  Agarick. 

Cajjia  Fijlularis ,  or  the  Pudding  Pipe 
Tree. 

Colocynthis ,  or  Coloquintida . 

Alkekengt ,  Jive  Halicacabum ,  or  the  Win¬ 
ter  Cherry, 


Ill 
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Valeriana ,  or  Valerian,  has  been  ufed  in 
the  Shops  for  many  Years,  and  has  been 
often  prefcribed  by  the  Phyficians  as  a  good 
Aroniatick,  as  a  Sudorifick,  good  in  all  Ob- 
ftruftions  of  the  Vifcera ,  a  Cephalick,  and 
greatly  tending  to  ftrengthen  the  Optick 
Nerves,  or  any  Weaknefs  in  the  Eyes.  In 
hyfterick  Cafes  it  has  been  highly  commend¬ 
ed,  as  likewife  in  Convulfions;  but  we 
have  not  been  fortunate  enough  till  of  late* 
to  have  ufed  the  mod:  prevalent  Sort,  We 
are  obliged  to  Dr.  Douglas  for  the  firft  DiE 
covery  of  jihat  which  now  feems  to  carry 
the  Fame  with  it  ;  for  there  are  many  Va¬ 
rieties  of  it.  It  has  been  thought  by  fome, 
that  what  we  call  the  Greek  Valerian,  was 
meant  by  (Theophrafiu$y  and  has  therefore 
bore  that  Character ;  but  we  find  plainly, 
that  it  was  not  fo,  fince  we  have  try’d  the 
Effed  of  that  difeovered  by  the  Dodor  be¬ 
fore  mentioned. 

This  Plant  we  find  commonly  in  the 
Woods,  and  on  the  Sides  of  wet  Banks. 


About  Cambridge ,  where  it  is  now  fre¬ 
quently  gathered,  Vis  hot  in  the  Mouth, 
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and  is  efteemed  a  good  Alexipharmack;  and 
its  Odor  is  not  unlike  Yiolets. 

?  Ipecacuanha ;  or  the  Indian  Vomitting 
Root,  is  a  {mail  Plant  growing  in  Virginia ? 
Carolina ,  and  other  Parts  of  America .  This 
is  one  bf  the  tnoft  eafy  Emeticks  that  is  gi¬ 
ven  by  the  Phyticians:  It  was  brought  to 
us  firft  by  one  of  the  Spanijh  Miffionaries 
into  Italy ,  and  always  given  by  him  infil¬ 
led  in  common  Water,  to  thole  who  had 
been  troubled  for  a  long  Time  with  the 
Bloody  Flux.  Since  that  Time,  it  has  gain¬ 
ed  great  Reputation  in  Europe ,  but  parti¬ 
cularly  in  England .  The  late  Dr.  Gibbons 
with  us, '  was  the  firft  that  ufed  it,  and  had 
fo  much  good  Succefs  with  it,  that  every 
Phyfician  has  followed  him  in  preferring 
it  where  the  harfher  Emeticks  could  not  be 
well  given;  but  lately  the  Powder  of  it  has 
been  made  into  a  Bole,  and  given,  to  the 
Quantity  of  a  Scruple  at  a  Time.  * 

'  It  has  been  fuppofed,  and  even  at  this 
Day  is  guefs’d,  to  be  the  Root  of  an  Apo- 
cynum ,  or  Dog’s  Bane;  and  a  learned  Phy¬ 
fician  would  endeavour  to  prove  that  it  is 
r  '  •  ,  the 
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the  Root  of  fuch  a  Plant ;  but  we  have  had 
three  Sorts  in  England \  two  of  which  do 
not  appear  to  be  fa  The  beft  of  the  Kind 
is  a  grey  Root,  the  other  is  more  inclining 
to  a  reddifh  Colour,  and  the  third  is  black, 
but  very  violent  in  its  Operation  5  fo  that 
the  Phyficians  have  rejeded  it,  as  a  real 
Root  of  an  Apocynum .  Thofe  who  have 
taken  of  the  latter,  have  feldom  lived  ;  and 
we  fee  now  no  more  of  it  in  the  Shops. 

The  Method  prefcribed  in  the  Ufe  of 
the  Root  by  the  Miffionary  who  firft 
brought  it  into  Europe ,  was  to  pulverize  it 
■to  about  the  Quantity  of  a  Dram,  and 
without  feparating  the  ligneous  Parts  from 
the  cortical  •  infufe  that  Quantity  of  Pow¬ 
der  in  Half  a  Pint  of  common  Water  for 
eight  Hours,  ftirring  it  once  or  twice,  and 
in  the  Evening,  which  he  thought  the  beft 
Time  for  taking  this  emetick  Dofe ;  pour 
oft'  the  Water  clear  from  the  Powder,  and 
the  Patient  then  to  drink  it,  working  it  off 
with  a  thin  Gruel.  This  Dofe  is  for  a 
grown  Perfon,  and  Half  the  Quantity  in¬ 
dued  m  Water  for  Half  the  Time,  may  be 

given 
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given  co  a  Child  of  ten  Years  old,  or  even 
the  fame  Dofe  infufed  as  before-mentioned, 
may  be  given  to  Children  of  three  or  four 
Years  old,  as  I  have  experienced. 

This  is  much  more  gentle  in  its  Opera¬ 
tion  than  to  give  it  in  the  Powder,  and 
the  Powder  is  hardly  ever  given,  but  in  Ca¬ 
fes  of  the  greateft  Necefllty,  and  then  in  the 
Dofe  which  I  have  mentioned  before,  lifted 
and  diverted  of  its  ligneous  Parts ;  fc  that  it 
has  only  its  refinous  Parts  remaining,  which 
are  always  the  moil  achve  in  this  Way,  as 
we  find  by  making  the  Analyfis  of  it,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Mr.  Bolduc ,  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Paris ,  and  my  own  Experience;  but 
when  both  the  cortical  and  ligneous  Parts 
are  together,  I  find  that  the  Infufion  carries 
ieveral  good  Confequences  with  it :  For  that 
does  not  only  prove  an  Emetick,  at  the 
Time  we  take  it,  but  an  eafy  Cathartick, 
and  Diaphoretick  at  the  (ame  Time,  as  well 
as  a  Diuretick ;  which  is  enough  to  (ay  of 
this  Root. 

Sigillum  Solomonis ,  or  Solomon's  Seal,  is  a 
tuberous  Root,  which  in  ail  Bruifes  of  the 

Body, 
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Body,  when  it  is  broken  in  a  Stone  Mortar,; 
and  made  into  a  Cataplafm,  or  Pultis,  and 
applied  to  the  bruifed  Parts  of  the  Body, 
will  in  a  few  Hours  remove  that  Blacknefi 
which  would  otherwife  remain  for  many 
Days. 

Radix  Confolidd,  or  the  Comfrey  Root/ 
has  been  held  in  great  Efteem  of  long  Date 
for  being  a  Strengthened  and  efpecially  in 
feminal  Weakneffes,  fuch  as  in  the  Whites* 
in  Women,  or  in  Gleets  that  have  been  of 
fome  Duration,  where  there  is  no  Vim- 
lency.  The  Root  is  generally  boyl’d  irf 
Water,  to  a  thick  Confiftence,  which  may 
be  given  warm  5  and  it  is  likewife  given  to 
thofe  who  are  troubled  with  Ruptures  in  the 
Tefticles,  with  good  SucceR 

Eipithymum ,  or  Dodder  of  Thyme,  or 
the  Cufcuta  minor  of  C .  B»  We  have  a  ma¬ 
jor  Sort,  but  they  feem  equally  to  carry  the 
fame  Characters  or  Powers  in  Phyfick,  it  is 
judged  to  be  a  warm  Cathartick,  becaufe  it 
is  believed  that  it  purges  Melancholy,  but 
by  what  I  underhand  of  it,  it  leans  to  be 

alexipharmack*  It  has  fometimes  been  pre¬ 
ferred 
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fcribed  for  cleanfing  the  Blood,  and  regula¬ 
ting  the  Body,  fo  as  to  prevent  Infe&ion^ 
and  for  curing  cutaneous  Eruptions.  For 
my  own  Part,  I  have  not  eafily  found  this 
fuper  Plant ;  for  it  is  like  the  Mifletoe,  grow¬ 
ing  upon  other  Plants,  and  not  a  Plant  pro¬ 
perly  of  it  felf. 

Semen  Bar  dance ,  or  Burdock  Seed,  is 
counted  a  good  Pulmonick,  Diuretick,  and 
Diaphoretick :  It  is  fub-aftringent ,  and  is 
ufed  in  the  Cure  of  great  Wounds. 

Semen  Sumach ,  or  Sumach  Seed,  is  dry¬ 
ing  and  aftringent.  We  may  take  Notice, 
that  this  Seed  comes  from  the  fame  Tree 
which  is  called  Rhus  Obfoniorum ,  and  pro¬ 
duces  the  Gum  Copal. 

Semen  Cardin  BenediBi ,  or  Carduus  Seed, 
or  the  Seed  of  the  Holy  Thiftle,  is  an  Alex- 
ipharmack  and  Sudorifick.  It  is  of  great 
XJfe  in  Intermitting  Fevers. 

Semen  Levijiici ,  or  Lovage  Seed,  is  a 
good  Alexipharmack,  and  is  fometimes  ufed 
as  a  Subftitute  for  the  Seed  of  Angelica 
and  that  of  the  Imperatoria ;  fo  that  it 
may  (erve  inftead  of  thefe,  to  cure  rhe  moffc 

violent 
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violent  Cholick :  Tis  likewife  Diuretick,  and 
I  may  obferve  enpajfant ,  that  as  the  Seed  is 
tifed  as  a  Subftitute  for  the  Angelica  and  the 
Seed  of  the  Imperatoria ,  X  fuppofe  that  the 
Roots  of  every  one  of  them  would  have  the 
fame  Elf  eft  in  that  Degree,  as  the  Aflran- 
tia  or  Imperatoria  would  have,  if  they 
were  boiled  in  White  Wine:  The  laft  of 
which  was  the  famous  Root  that  Mr.  P di¬ 
ver  ufed  in  his  Composition  that  was  fo 
certain  and  immediate  in  curing  the  Cho¬ 
lick. 

Semen  Rictre^  or  Rue  Seed,  is  Alexi- 
pharmack,  Cephalick,  and  good  where  the 
Nerves  are  weak,  Tis  likewife  of  UCe 
where  the  Cholick  prevails ;  it  was  held  in 
the  Time  of  the  great  Plague,  to  be  good 
aeainft  Xnfe&ion,  and  is  an  excellent  Alexi- 

O  v 

pharmack. 

Semen  Caruiy  or  Caroway  Seed,  is  Car¬ 
minative,  and  Diuretick  and  Cephalick. 

Semen  Napi  dulcis ,  or  Turnip  Seed,  or 
Navew-gentle;  it  helps  Digeftion,  abfter- 
ges,  and  is  helpful  to  the  Stomach,  and 

may 
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may  be  ufed  in  the  fame  Manner  as  we  da 
Muftard-Seed. 

Semen  Lupini,  or  Lupin  Seed,  makes  one 
of  thofe  Applications  which  we  ufe  in  Gatv 
grenes,  and  malign  Ulcers :  It  has  an  A~ 
ftringency  in  it,  and  is  yet  Diuretick* 

Semen  Lini ,  or  Lint  Seed,  or  Flax  Seed., 
is  full  of  Oil,  which  being  exprefled,  is  given 
as  a  Remedy  in  Catarrhs,  Coughs,  or  other 
fuch  like  Diftempers  of  the  Lungs :  It  is  ai« 
fo  a  gentle  Diuretick,  and  conveys  fo  many 
of  its  oily  Parts  to  the  Kidneys,  that  when 
they  are  ulcerated,  it  is  of  good  Ufe. 

Semen  himonum ,  or  Lemon  Kernels,  or 
Citron  Kernels,  for  they  are  both  the  fame, 
are  warm,  attenuating  and  drying:  They 
deftroy  Worms  in  Children. 

Semen  Acetofee ,  or  Sorrel  Seed,  is  helpful 
in  Fevers,  as  being  poflefled  of  a  little  Share 
of  the  Diaphoretick  and  Diuretick. 

Semen  Pceonire^  or  Male-Piony  Seed,  is 
an  excellent  Cephalick,  and  is  extraordina¬ 
ry  in  all  Weakness  of  the  Uterus ,  and  Ob- 
ftru&ions  of  the  Menfes . 

Semen  Dauci  Gretici ,  or  Wild  Carrot  of 

K  Crete? 
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Crete :  This  is  a  Diuretick,  and  one  of  the 
beft  Uterine  Medicines  where  the  Menfes 
are  not  regular,  and  is  given  where  there 
happens  to  be  a  Suffocation  of  the  Womb. 
*Tis  like  wife  good  for  thofe  Women  who  are 
troubled  with  what  they  call  the  Va¬ 
pors. 

Semen  Erne ce ,  or  Garden  Rocket,  is  warm 
and  ufed  in  Apople&ick  Cafes.  It  is  an 
Alexipharrnack,  and  faid  to  promote  Ve- 
nery. 

Semen  Petrofelini  Maced .  or  Macedonian 
Farfley  Seed,  is  good  to  affift  the  Menfes , 
and  is  very  Diuretick. 

Semen  Agni  Cajliy  or  the  Seed  of  the 
Chafe  Tree,  is  of  the  fame  Nature  of  Cam- 
phi  re,  both  of  which  are  faid  to  be  refrige¬ 
rating,  and  therefore  have  been  commend¬ 
ed  to  prevent  Luft :  But  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  known  that  thofe  who  prepare  Camphire 
in  Abundance  are  noted  for  having  many 
Children :  It  is  likewife  to  be  ufed  as  Cam¬ 
phire  in  any  Calc  where  the  Blood  is  in¬ 
flamed. 


Carda - 
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Cardamomamy  or  Cardamom.  The  Car¬ 
damoms  ufed  in  the  Shops  are  of  two  Sorts^ 
viz.  the  Greater  and  the  Lefler.  The  fir  ft, 
2.  e.  Semen  Cardamomi  majoris ,  or  the  larger 
Cardamom  Seed,  is  Aromatick,  and  a  great 
Dryer ;  it  attenuates,  and  is  a  great  Recre¬ 
ator  of  the  Spirits.  ?Tis  like  wife  Diuretick, 
and  promotes  the  Menfes.  It  is  of  Ufe 
likewife  in  any  hepatick  Obftru&ions,  and 
helps  the  Lungs ;  but  we  don’t  find  this 
frequently  in  the  Shops.  The  other  which 
we  call  Semen  Cardamomi  minorisy  or  the 
fmaller  Cardamom,  is  brought  to  us  from 
Malabar ,  and  other  Places  in  the  Eajl-In- 
dies :  It  is  Aromatick,  and  carries  the  fame 
Virtues  with  the  former  ;  either  of  them 
may  be  ufed  in  Infufions. 

Semen  Saxifragiee,  or  Saxifrage  Seed,  grows 
with  us  in  the  Fields  :  Being  reduced  to 
Powder  it  is  an  excellent  Difcutient,  and  is 
of  extraordinary  Efficacy  in  the  Cholick. 

Semen  'ThlafpioSy  or  Treacle-Muftard  Seed 
grows  with  us :  It  is  a  Seed  of  a  (harp  Tafte, 
and  is  a  Dryer.  There  is  one  Sort  of  it 
which  we  call  Burfa  Pajloris ,  or  Shepherd’s 

K  z  Purfe ; 


132  Materia  Medka. 

Pnrfe:  It  is  given  in  Diarrheas,  Dyfenteries, 
and  is  of  great  Ufe  in  Hsemorrages. 

Semen  Cymini ,  or  Cumin  Seed,  is  ufed  as 
a  Carminative  in  the  Cholick,  in  the  Drop- 
fy,  and  likewife  as  a  Cephalick. 

Semen  Ebuli ,  or  the  Dwarf  Elder-Berry, 
has  much  the  fame  Virtues  with  the  com¬ 
mon  Elder-Berry.  It  is  of  Ufe  in  Drop- 
Ties,  and  the  Gout,  mr  any  other  Diftemper, 
where  there  is  too  much  Serum . 

Semen  Bomb aci$y  or  Cotton  Seed :  Anln- 
fufion  of  thefe  are  faid  to  help  the  Lungs, 
but  are  now  fcldorn  ufed . 

Semen  Petrofelini  vulg,  or  Parfley  Seed, 
is  Carminative,  Diuretick,  and  Diaphore- 
tick. 

Semen  Coriandriy  or  Coriander  Seed,  is 
Cephalick,  Alexipharmack,  and  Diuretick. 

Semen  Angelica ,  or  Angelica  Seed,  is  A- 
lexipharmack,  Diuretick,  and  Cephalick. 

Semen  Bafilici ,  or  Bafil  Seed*,  though  it  is 
yet  in  the  Shops,  it  is  too  ftrong  a  Hypno- 
tick  to  be  ufed,  and  hurts  the  Eyes  very 
much* 
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Semen  Milii  foils ,  or  Cromwell  Seed  : 
*Tis  a  Diuretick,  and  Diaphoretick,  and  is 
faid  to  purge  the  Reins  in  a  more  gentle 
Manner  than  the  others  above. 

Semen  Geniflee ,  or  Broom  Seed:  This 
when  it  is  roafted,  as  we  do  Coffee,  being 
ground  to  Powder,  and  infufed,  is  a  good 
Help  to  thofe  who  are  troubled  with  the 
Gravel. 

Semen  Feeniculi  dulcis,  or  Sweet  Fennel 
Seed,  is  ufed  as  a  Carminative,  or  Din  retick 
and  Cephalick. 

Semen  Colocynthidos ,  or  Coloquintida 
Seed,  is  ufed  to  purge  the  Brain  and 
Nerves  of  cold  Humours.  The  moft  re? 
mote  Parts  of  the  Body  are  foon  fenfible  of 
its  Effeihs:  We  give  it  in  Apoplexies,  Epi- 
lepfies,  Vertigo’s,  Afthma’s,  and  any  other 
Diftempers  that  proceed  from  Cold :  It  is 
like  wife  a  Favourite  with  many  Phyficians 
in  the  Dropfy. 

Semen  Pfyllii^  or  Flea- wort,  is  of  Ufe  in 
the  Yellow  Jaundice,  in  Dyfenteries,  and 
is  highly  commended  by  molt  Phyficians  iti 
either  of  the  Cafes. 

\  \  \  '  '  ■>  \  .  .  v  > 

K  3  Semm 

•-At  ** 


134  Materia  Medica* 

Semen  Mofehi ,  or  Mofch  Seed ,  comes 
from  the  Weft-Indies ,  as  likewife  from  fome 
Parts  of  Africa .  It  is  ufed  as  a  Carmina¬ 
tive  and  a  Cephalick;  being  infufed  as  the  o« 
ther  Seeds  before-mentioned. 

Semen  Anift ,  or  Anife  Seed ,  grows  in 
many  of  the  South  Parts  of  England  5Tis 
a  Diuretick,  Cephalick,  and  Carmina¬ 
tive* 

Semen  San  tonic  urn ,  or  Worm  Seed,  is 
one  of  the  bed  Medicines  that  is  ufed  for 
deftroying  of  Worms  in  human  Bodies. 

Semen  Apii ,  or  Smallage  Seed,  is  ufed 
as  a  Diuretick,  a  Carminative,  and  is  not  a 
little  Alexipharmack. 

Semen  Cicboriiy  or  Succory  Seed,  is  ufed 
with  other  of  the  Carminative  Seeds  to  a- 
bate  your  too  violent  Powers:  It  is  Diure¬ 
tick,  and  a  good  Hepatick. 

Semen  Hyofcyami ,  or  Henbane  Seed,  is 
cooling,  and  an  Emollient. 

Semen  LaBucay  or  Lettice  Seed,  is  m 
Opiat  s  and  is  Diaphoretick  too. 


Semen 
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Semen  Pap  aver  is  Nigri ,  or  Black  Poppy 
Seed,  is  a  Narcotick,  or  Hypnotick,  or  A- 
nodyne.  ", 

Semen  Anethi ,  or  Dill  Seed,  is  Alexiphar- 
mack,  and  Diaphoretick ,  as  well  as  Dm» 
retick. 

Semen  Carthami ,  orBaftard-SaffronSeed, 
has  been  heretofore  efteemed  as  Cordial, 
but  is  now  of  no  Ufe  in  the  Shops. 

Semen  Cochleariee ,  or  Scurvy  Grafs  Seed, 
is  frequently  infilled,  or  a  Dcco&ion  made 
with  it,  as  an  Antifcorbutick :  It  is  Diuretick 
and  Diaphoretick. 

Semen  Portulacce ,  or  Furflain  Seed,  re¬ 
frigerates  or  cook  the  Body:  It  is  likewife 
Diuretick  in  a  fmall  Degree. 

Semen  Cydoniorum ,  or  Quince  Kernels, 
have  a  Stipticity  in  them,  and  are  fometimes 
in  Deco&ions  given  in  intermitting  Fevers, 
as  a  Febrifuge:  They  are  Dryers  and  Aftrin- 
gent. 

Semen  Urticce ,  or  Nettle  Seed:  A  De- 
co&ion  of  thefe  may  be  made  in  the  moll: 
Simple  Water  we  can  get,  about  four  Pound 
of  Seeds  to  a  Gallon  of  Water,  and  boiled 

K  4  till 
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till  it  lofes  a  third  Part,  and  then  pafs’d 
through  a  Sieve :  A  large  Spoonful  of  this 
Liquor  given  in  White  Wine  or  Ale,  and 
repeated  three  Times  in  a  Day,  has  cured 
two  of  my  Acquaintance  of  the  Rheuma? 
tifin,  by  following  fuch  a  Courfe  for  a 

Month.  The  Nettle  Seed  is  alfb  accounted 

\ 

an  excellent  Antifcorbutick,  and  may  be  gi¬ 
ven  to  thofe  who  are  troubled  with  the  Evil : 
y  -Tis  Diuretick  and  DiaphoreticL 
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Of  Infe£ts,  Quadrupeds, 
Fowls  and  Birds  iifed  in 
Medicine . 


HE  Hirudo  &  Sanguifuga,  or 
the  Leach,  has  formerly  been 
more  in  Requeft  than  it  is  at 
prefent,  fince  the  Art  of  Cup¬ 
ping  has  been  in  Practice.  We 


nfe  them  to  draw  out  Blood  from  the  ten¬ 
dered:  Parts  of  the  Body,  where  a  Lancet 
by  an  unfkilful  Hand  may  prove  dangerous, 
or  cannot  be  fo  well  commanded.  We 
find  thefe  Leeches  in  watry  Ditches:  They 
are  of  the  (mailer  Sort,  and  muft  be  always 
kept  in  Water,  and  are  therefore  in  moil 
Apothecaries  Shops:  They  prefently  take 
hold  of  the  Part  they  are  applied  to  with¬ 
out  giving  any  Pain?  and  will  remain  there 
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till  they  have  filled  themfelves  with  Blood* 
and  then  drop  off.  They  muff  then  be  put 
into  a  Bafon  and  rubbed  with  Salt,  which 
will  make  them  difgorge  that  Blood  they 
had  received,  by  which  we  may  gucfs  what 
Quantity  we  take  from  the  Patient;  then 
wafli  them  clean  from  the  Salt  and  they  will 
ferve  for  Ufe  another  Time. 

Lumbricus  'Terrejiris ,  &  vermis  rferre- 
fir  is  Officinarum ,  or  the  Earth-Worm,  is  fo 
well  known  that  I  need  not  explain  its  Fi¬ 
gure  :  In  its  Ufe  it  proves  very  Diuretick, 
Diaphoretick,  and  Anodyne ;  it  is  a  Difcu- 
tient  and  Emollient :  It  is  good  in  Apoplec- 
tick  Cafes,  and  where  the  Mufcles  or  Nerves 
are  affe&ed ;  in  the  Dropfy,  in  the  Cholick, 
and  in  the  Scurvy  it  has  been  ufed  with 
good  Succeft. 

Araneus ,  or  the  Spider.  The  Ufe  of 
this  Creature  alone  is  trifling,/  unlefs,  as  fome 
would  have  it,  to  fow  one  of  ’em  up  in  Silk, 
and  hanging  it  about  the  Neck  of  a  Child, 
it  prevents  Bleeding,  and  cures  an  Inter¬ 
mitting  Fever :  But  I  am  perfuaded  we  have 
much  better  Remedies,  for  I  have  very  lit¬ 
tle 
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tie  Faith  in  this*  *Tis,  as  I  fuppofe,  a 
Charm  like  fome  others  I  have  mentioned 
in  former  Ledums:  But  the  Web  of  this 
Spider,  which  is  of  that  Sort  which  we  ge¬ 
nerally  find  in  Houfes,  is  afhingent,  and 
will  flop  Bleeding,  if  applied  to  the  Wound. 
The  Silk  or  Thread  which  this  Sort  of  Spi¬ 
der  makes,  has  been  fpun  in  France ,  and 
woven  into  large  Pieces,  by  a  Gentleman 
of  the  Royal  Academy  at  Paris ,  who  bred 
them  one  Year  in  as  great  a  Quantity  as  o- 
ther  People  do  Silkworms,  and  had  them 
fed  as  regularly.  The  Food  he  gave  them 
was  raw  Flefh .  The  Stuffs  woven  with  this 
feemed  to  be  ftronger  than  thofe  made  of 
the  Silk  of  the  Silkworm,  though  not  of  fo 
good  a  Glofs.  We  have  now  in  the  Mu- 
feum  of  the  Royal  Society,  a  Stocking  knit 
of  this  Silk. 

Scorpio  Offic.  or  the  Scorpion,  is  of  no 
other  Ufe  at  prefent  but  to  produce  an 
Oil,  which  is  faid  to  be  good  for  the  Bite 
of  any  venemous  Creature ,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  to  be  applied  to  the  Wound  which  ic 
lias  it  felf  given  to  any  Animal  with  its 

Sting. 
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Sting.  It  is  almoft  like  a  Cray-Fifti,  but  has  a 
knotted  Tail  as  long  as  its  Body,  with  a 
Sting  at  the  End  of  it:  JTis  found  in  all  hot 
Countries,  but  is  not  in  England ,  except? 
ing  only  in  the  Cabinets  of  the  Curi¬ 
ous. 

Afelliy  Millepedes ,  &  Qnijci ,  or  Wood- 
Lice,  Sow-Bugs,  and  Itch-Bugs,  is  an  In- 
fed  with  many  Feet,  jointed  and  covered 
with  a  Shell  of  fame  Hardnefi  :  ?Tis  found 
in  old  Walls  near  the  Earth,  and  dry  Banks; 
when  we  touch  it,  it  rolls  it  felf  up  in  the 
Shape  of  a  Ball,  and  is  of  a  Lead  Colour : 
It  is  a  good  Diuretick ,  and  is  given  in  the 
Strangury,  in  the  Cafe  of  Gravel  or  Stone, 
and  in  the  Afthma,  It  is  alfo  highly  com¬ 
mended  to  help  the  Eyefight ,  and  where 
the  Menfes  are  obftruded :  Tis  likewife 
good  in  any  Cafe  where  the  Nerves  are 
weak. 

Apes ,  or  Bees,  have  formerly  been  ufed 
themfelves,  but  at  prefent  are  left  off;  how¬ 
ever  their  Honey  and  Wax  are  now  of  (re- 
quint  Service  in  the  Shops:  The  Ufe  of 

the  Bee  alone  was  to  powder  it,  and  give  it 
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in  any  proper  Vehicle  to  promote  Urine* 
It  is  in  a  (mail  Degree  of  the  Nature  of 
Cantharides. 

Honey  is  nourifhing,  helpful  to  the  Lungs, 
provokes  Urine,  and  is  efpecially  of  Service 
in  Catarrhs  or  Coughs* 

The  Wax  is  (nine what  warm,  abfterges, 
and  is  a  Drawer* 

Bombyx  ojjic.  or  the  Silk- Worm,  betides 
the  Ufe  of  its  Silk,  being  dried  and  pow¬ 
dered,  is  of  great  Ufe  in  Convulfions  and 
Vertigo's ;  and  when  we  ufe  the  Silk  it  felf, 
or  the  Silk-Cafes,  we  muft  take  great  Care 
that  none  of  them  contain  any  of  the  dead 
Worms  in  them.  The  Chymifts  draw  a  fine 
Spirit  from  Silk,  but  it  is  feldom  preferibed 
by  the  Fhyficians. 

Cantharides y  or  Sfanijh  Flies,  feem  to  be 
Gold  and  green  fhining  together  on  the 
greateft  Part  of  their  Body;  we  have  here 
and  there  a  little  Mixture  of  yellow  and 
fome  red :  Being  broken  or  powdered  they 
are  corrofive,  and  are  ufed  to  raife  Blifterss 
but  in  many  Conftitutions  where  they  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  applied  in  that  Manner,  the 
£  Stran- 
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Strangury  will  infue$  efpccially  where  the 
Difcharge  of  ferous  Juices  is  too  great :  But 
however  it  be,  fuch  Applications  are  necet 
fary,  when  a  Patient  proves  delirious,  as  it 
frequently  happens  in  high  Fevers,  and  then 
we  ought  not  to  fpare  them,  efpecially  a~ 
bout  the  Arms,  Legs,  and  even  the  Top  of 
the  Head  it  felf 

For  grofs  Perfons  find  frequently  Morti¬ 
fications  from  thofe  that  are  put  on  the 
Back,  if  they  lie  long  in  their  Bed, 

The  Powder  of  Cantharides  has  been 
formerly  recommended  to  be  given  with 
Camphire  in  Pills,  as  a  powerful  Diuretick, 
and  to  excite  Venery ;  but  they  inflame  the 
Kidneys,  and  the  Bladder,  fo  that  they 
fometimes  prove  of  very  dangerous  Confc- 
quence:  They  are  fo  ftimulating,  that  when¬ 
ever  we  give  them  inwardly,  it  mu  ft  be  in 
a  very  fmall  Quantity,  and  attended  with 
Broths  andEmulfions. 

Cochinilla  &  Coccinilla ,  or  Cocheneal,  is 
brought  to  us  from  the  Spanijh  Weft-Indies : 
It  is  a  very  dear  Commodity,  as  it  is  ufed 
in  dying  of  Scarlet*  and  for  the  making  of 

Carmine ? 
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Carmine ,  one  of  the  richeft  Colours  the 
Painters  ufe :  It  is  but  lately  that  we  have 
difeovered  it  in  South-Car olina ,  and  I  have 
had  as  good  from  thence  given  me  by  Go¬ 
vernor  Boon ,  as  that  of  the  WeJl-Indian 
Growth.  It  is  an  Infedalmoftlike  the  Lady- 
Cow  when  ’tis  full  grown,  but  as  we  receive 
it,  it  is  only  the  Chryfalis  of  the  Infed,  or 
in  the  fame  State  the  Silkworm  is,  when  it  - 
is  inclofed  in  its  Bag.  It  feeds  upon  the  O- 
funtia,  or  Indian  Fig,  when  it  is  in  its 
Nympha  State;  but  when  we  have  it  ga« 
thered  for  us  abroad,  it  is  fomewhat  inclo¬ 
fed  in  a  Silken  Web,  which  is  feparated  from 
the  Inied  by  Fire,  which  they  blaze  about 
the  Plant  till  thefe  Infects  all  fall  to  the 
Ground;  they  are  then  gathered  together 
and  fifted,  to  difeharge  them  of  the  Du  ft. 

This  Method  of  curing  them  was  firft 
taught  to  Governor  Boon  by  a  Slave  that  had 
been  a  long  Time  in  the  Spanijh  Weft- In- 
dies y  and  was  there  employed  to  gather  Co¬ 
chineal,  and  was  the  firft  that  difeovered  it 
in  Carolina ,  as  the  Governor  told  me,  wh© 
at  the  fame  Time  gave  me  fome  of  the  Ca¬ 
rolina 
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rolina  Sort,  which  I  tried  and  found  to  be 
as  good  as  any  that  I  had  feen;  and  more¬ 
over,  we  may  obferve  that  by  the  Order  of 
the  Council,  a  Pound  or  two  of  it  was  ufed 
by  a  noted  Dyer,  and  proved  extraordinary- 
In  the  Collection  which  Dodor  Douglafs 
has  got  together  of  Materia  Me  die  a y  we 
find  fome  of  the  Flies  per  fed  among  the 
Cocheneal:  Its  Ufe  in  Medicine  is  Alexi- 
pharmack,  or  Sudorihck,  and  therefore  gi¬ 
ven  in  Fevers* 

It  is  .to  be  noted,  that  the  Profcarabem 
or  Oil-Beetle,  as  well  as  all  the  Infects  which 
have  cafed  Wings,  of  a  hard  Texture,  have 
nearly  the  fame  Effed  one  as  the  other,  i.  e* 
when  they  are  pulverized;  i.e.  They  prove 
Diureticks  in  a  more  or  lets  Degree,  and 
are  fome  what  tending  to  the  Nature  of  Can- 
tharides :  But  thefe  are  feldom  called  for  in 
Medicine. 

Sepiay  or  the  Skuttle-Fifh,  is  found  upon 
our  Sea-Coafts  plentiful  enough :  It  is  almoft 
of  the  Form  of  a  Spider,  and  (o  large,  that 
the  Bone  taken  out  of  its  Body  will  fome- 

tmm 


Mater ici  Mechca .  14  y 

times  meafure  fix  or  {even  Inches  in 
Length. 

This  Bone  which  is  the  Part  we  life,  is 
flat,  white  and  thin,  much  in  the  Shape  of 
what  the  Stationers  call  a  Folding-Stick.  Ic 
has  had  many  Virtues  afcribed  to  it,  which 
I  (hall  forbear  to  mention ,  and  only  eive 
thofe  which  are  approved  at  prefent,  that  it 
is  a  Dryer  and  abfterges:  ’Tis  Diu retick, 
and  is  helpful  in  Gonorrhoeas ;  fo  likewife  is 
good  in  watry  Eyes. 

Cochlea  T’errejlris ,  or  him  ax  herrejlris , 
or  the  Snail,  is  a  Creature  well  known  to 
every  Body:  It  confifts  of  vifcous  Juices 
which  cannot  be  frozen  in  the  mod  violent 
cold  Weather,  no  more  than  any  other  vif¬ 
cous  Matter;  as  the  Mifletoe  Fruit  for  Ex¬ 
ample,  which  ripens  at  Ckrijlmas:  The 
Snails  will  however  retreat  to  Holes  in 
Walls,  as  well  in  the  Winter  as  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Seafon,  and  feldom  appear  abroad  but 
in  rainy  Weather,  ,owhen  they  come  out 
chiefly  to  fearch  their  Food;  for  in  dry 
Weather  they  cannot  move  from  Place  to 
Place  without  being  ehoaked  or  (uffocated, 
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or  clfe  the  vifcous  Coat  of  their  Bodies 
would  be  fo  much  dry'd  up,  which  vif- 
cous  Matter  they  continually  emit,  that 
without  Moifture  they  could  not  live.  They 
have  Teeth  in  the  Upper  Jaw  toferapethe 
Fruit  or  Leaves  they  feed  upon,  but  feldom 
the  Ydfels  of  any  Confequenc.e  :  If  we  take 
off  the  Shell  of  a  Snail  carefully,  we  (hall 
fee  that  the  Heart,  which  is  on  its  left  Side, 
will  beat  much  flower  than  that  of  any  A- 
nimal  we  know.  5Tis  remarkable  too  that 
the  Snail,  as  well  as  the  Earth-worm,  is 
Androgynous,  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay, 
that  each  one  poffefles  both  the  Male  and 
Female  Powers. 

The  Ufe  we  make  of  them  in  Phyfick 
is  ol  good  Moment :  They  confblidate,  are 
Lenitive,  and  are  helpful  to  the  Nerves 
and  to  the  Lungs,  therefore,  are  given  to 
Confumptive  People;  fo  are  they  likewife 
of  Ufe  to  thofe  who  have  any  Excreation 
of  Blood;  when  we  *give  them  in  Milk  e- 
fpecially,  they  prove  a  Reftorative:  They 
are  likewife  bruifed  of  great  Service,  if  we 
apply  their  yifcotis  Parts  to  {mail  Wounds,, 
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efpecially  boiled  in  Water,  till  it  comes  to  a 
tolerable  Confidence.  Thefe  have  been  ne¬ 
glected  a  long  Time  in  the  Shops,  but  are 
pretty  much  ufed  and  recommended  by  the 
Phyficians. 

Blatta  Byzantinay  or  Unguis  Odoratm , 
or  Sweet  Hoof  of  Conjiantinople ,  is  good  to 
corred  the  Spleen,  by  difcufling  vitious 
Humours.  In  external  Ufe  it  helps  the 
Qppreflions  of  the  Uterus;  This  is  the 
Hoof  of  an  Antilope ,  but  is  now  feldora 
ufed. 

OJireum ,  or  the  Oyfter,  is  faid  to  be  of  an 
invigorating  Quality,  i.  e.  the  Fifli  it  felr, 
but  the  Shells  when  they  are  cleaned,  cal¬ 
cined  and  powdered,  are  equal  in  their  Vir¬ 
tues  to  any  Pearls  powdered.  Mr.  P ether , 
who  was  a  famous  Apothecary  in  Alderfgate - 
jlretf ,  and  of  the  Royal  Society,  well  known 
to  the  Curious,  told  me  that  the  beft  Way 
of  reducing  this  Powder  to  the  finenefs  we 
would  have  it,  fhould  be  to  beat  it,  and 
fling  it  into  a  Pail  of  clear  Water,  flirting 
it  as  we  fling  it  in ,  "till  it  becomes  white, 
and  in  a  Minute  to  pour  off  the  Top  and 
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let  it  fettle;  then  pour  that  Water  off  the 
Sediment,  and  put  that  which  remains  in 
the  Bottom,  into  an  Oven  to  dry,  and  beat 
it  again  in  the  Mortar  till  *tis  reduced  as  fine 
as  we  would  have  it. 

The  remaining  Part  may  be  ufed  in  the 
fame  Manner,  and  may  be  reduced  till  ’tis 
as  fine  as  the  firft:  I  need  repeat  no  more 
of  its  Virtue,  but  place  it  among  the  Tefta- 
ceous  Powders. 

Mater  Perlarum ,  or  Mother  of  Pearl, 
has  no  more  in  it  than  what  we  have  (aid 
in  the  foregoing ;  for  it  is  a  Sort  of  an  Oy« 
fter. 

One  might  bring  in  the  My t ulus  ,  or 
Mufcle,  the  Concha  Off.  They  all  carry 
the  fame  Powers  under  different  Charac- 
ters.  1 

Anguilla  Offc .  or  the  Eel,  is  what  we 
call  a  Fifli5  becaufe  it  lives  in  the  Water, 
either  in  the  Rivers,  Pools,  Lakes,  or  Ponds : 
We  have  many  odd  Stories  of  this  Crea¬ 
ture,  that  at  fome  Seafons  it  will  leave  one 
Pond  for  another,  even  fo  as  to  crofs  a 
Meadow  Land  in  Dewy  Mornings:  For 

they 
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they  are  vifeous  on  the  outfide  as  the  Snail, 
and  cannot  travail  in  a  dry  Seafon.  We 
frequently  find  Eels  in  a  Year  or  two  after 
we  have  made  a  frefli  Pond ;  one  Inftance 
is  in  thole  made  at  Navejlock  in  Ejjex ,  at 
the  Seat  of  Aaron  Harrington  Efquirc, 
where,  after  two  Years,  he  took  out  from 
frefh  Ponds,  made  in  his  Lordfhip,  feveral 
Eels  of  a  confiderable  Size,  notwithftanding. 
he  had  made  all  the  neceffary  Guard  he 
could  again  ft  them,  coming  from  other 
Ponds  which  lay  above  him,  and  which  yet 
never  were  known  to  overflow. 

Some  fuppofe  that  Eels  have  a  fpontane- 
ous  Generation,  as  we  have  read  thatHorfe- 
Hairs  will  produce  Eels ;  and  that  has  been 
one  Reafon,  I  fuppofe,  that  equivocal  Ge¬ 
neration  has  been  fo  much  encouraged : 
But  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Difference  be¬ 
tween  the  Viviparous  and  Oviparous. 

The  Eel,  and  the  Coney-Fifh,  which  is 
another  Sort  of  it,  are,  like  the  Viper, 
Viviparous,  and  give  us  about  Chrifimas 
their  young  ones,  fmall  as  Hairs  5  and  there 
is  never  any  Spawn  or  Eggs  found  in  them. 
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The  Fifhermen  about  the  Buoy  of  the  Non- 
meet  with  the  Coney-Fiih  plentifully  about 
the  End  of  December  full  of  Young:  Alt 
the  Eel-like  Tribe  feem  to  be  like  Earth- 
Worms  or  Snails,  Androgynous  *  and  if  we 
cut  them  to  Pieces  we  fhall  find  Life  to  re¬ 
main  a  long  Time  in  every  Part  in  either. 
Doftor  Dyfon  makes  the  Viper  to  be  An¬ 
drogynous,  as  appears  by  his  Account  of  it 
in  the  Philofophical  T’ranfaBions .  The 
Earthworm  we  know  to  be  fo,  as  any  one 
may  obferve  in  the  Month  of  May ;  and 
the  Do&ofs  Obfervations  upon  the  Rattle- 
Snake  in  that  Way,  fliews  that  it  is  {till 
Androgynous  as  the  Viper  or  Earthworm. 
The  Eel  from  its  vifcous  Parts  is  efteemed 
a  Vulnerary,  efpecially  it  is  good  for  thofe 
who  are  troubled  with  the  Gravel:  ’Tis 
quick  of  Digeftion  as  the  Viper  is,  but  car¬ 
ries  along  with  it  a  more  vifcous  juice.  The 
Viper  indeed  more  immediately  penetrates 
the  Reins,  or  furnifhes  them  with  healing 
Matter,  than  the  Eel  5  and  the  Earthworm 
iaft  of  all  has  an  Effect  of  that  Nature  much 
more  gentle. 
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We  may  obferve  that  all  Creatures  that 
carry  a  vifcons  Matter,  arc  nearly  of  the 
fame  Ufe  in  Phyfick ;  excepting  that  one 
has  more  or  lefs  Power  in  its  Aftion. 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  Heart  of  an 
Eel  cut  from  it  with  the  Head  without 
wounding,  will  retain  Life  and  Motion  for 
two  Hours;  and  I  have  feen  the  other  Parts 
of  an  Eel’s  Body  which  have  been  feparated 
for  that  Time,  Oliver  or  tremble  upon  the 
Touch  of  a  Pin;  but  we  mu  ft  try  this  Ex¬ 
periment  when  the  Eel  is  frefli  taken  from 
the  Water. 

We  may  yet  fay  of  the  Eel,  that  it  is  a 
good  Reftorative,  and  is  a  good  Food  for 
thofe  that  are  Confumptive. 

Ichthyocolla ,  or  the  Ifinglafs-Fifh,  is  gene¬ 
rally  found  in  large  Rivers :  Of  this  Fifli  is 
made  the  Glue  called  Ictbyocolla ,  or  Ifin- 
glafs.  This  is  made  by  cutting  it  in  fmall 
Pieces,  and  boyling  it  gently  in  a  (ufficient 
Quantity  of  Water,  ’till  it  is  come  to  a  due 
Confidence:  It  is  a  Dryer,  and  helps  to 
thicken  the  Blood:  It  is  likewife  faid  to  be 
good  for  thofe  W omen  that  are  troubled 

L  4  with 


1 5  a  Materia  Medica . 

with  the  Whites :  hut  it  is  very  rarely  iifed 
in  Phyfick  at  prefen  t,  unlefs  other  Materi¬ 
als  of  the  like  Sort  are  wanting. 

AJiacus  Fluviatilis ,  or  CrayTifh  ,  are 
found  in  the  Rivers ;  Thefe  are  the  'oculi 
Cancri  Ojfic.  commonly  called  Crabs-Eyes, 
ai  c  equally  the  fame  in  Phyfick  :  They  are 
Dryers,  Abfterge,  and  Difcufs:  They  are 
of  great  Ufe ,  as  well  as  other  teftaceous 
Powders,  in  the  Pleurify,  Afthma,  and  the 
Choliek,  The  Claws  likewife  of  the  Sea„ 
Crab  are  of  the  fame  Ufe. 

Tmcay  or  the  Tench,  will  yield  a  Glue 
as  ftrong  as  that  of  the  Ichtbyocolla :  In  the 
common  Way  of  preparing  it  for  the  Table 
by  boyling,  the  Liquor  will  become  a  Jelly 
as  foon  as  it  cools :  It  is  held  to  be  good  for 
Con fu mptive  People,  and  fuch  as  are  trou^ 
bled  with  any  Ulceration  in  the  Kidneys, 

Monoceros  five  U?pcornuy  or  Unicorn:  It 
is  pretended  that  there  are  four  Sorts  of  it: 
The  firft  they  call  Lupus  Marinusy  accord- 
ing  to  GeJ'ner  and  Bellonius ;  the  fecond,  A- 
finus  I 72  die  us  Monoceros  ;  the  third,  Mow- 
fgros  Eyui  Figurd  vulgo  pi  St  us  y  the  fourth, 
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Rhinoceros.  As  for  the  fir  ft,  we  have  the 
Horn,  which  is  commonly  feen  in  the  Ca¬ 
binets  of  the  Curious ;  from  that,  and  not 
from  the  Painters  Monfter,  which  is  figu¬ 
red  like  a  Horfe,  with  a  fingle  Horn  pro¬ 
jecting  from  its  Forehead ,  for  there  is  no 
fuch  Creature*  The  Horn  of  this  Sea- 
Wolf  is  twifted,  and  in  every  Refpedt  like 
Ivory,  and  of  the  lame  Ufe.  What  we  call 
the  Rhinoceros ,  is  a  Quadruped  covered  with 
Scales,  and  has  a  fmall  Horn  growing  upon 
its  Snout,  but  is  of  no  Ufe  in  Fhyfick. 
The  Story  of  that  Unicorn  which  the 
Painters  generally  give  us,  is  fabulous,  viz. 
That  it  ufed  to  dip  its  Horn  in  the  Waters 
of  Africa ,  where  it  was  faid  to  live,  before 
any  Animal  would  drink;  and  moreover 
that  in  whatfoever  Water  that  Horn  was 
put,  all  Venom  or  Poifon  was  immediately 
difcharged ;  but  this  I  take  to  be  like  other 
of  the  Egyptian  Charms.  Some  Authors 
will  have  it  that  it  is  Sudorifick,  Alexiphar- 
mack,  or  Cordial;  but  it  is  not  now  pre« 
fcribed* 
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Cetus five  Orca%  or  the  Spermafity  Whale : 
This  we  find  about  Greenland ,  and  in  the 
Northern  Seas  ;  if  I  may  take  the  Credit  of 
Mr.  Pet  her,  who  was  a  diligent  Searcher 
after  Citriofi ties  of  this  Kind  ;  he  has  (hewed 
me  3  that  all  the  Whales  which  produce 
Parmafity  or  Spermafity,  were  Males,  and 
that  the  others  which  did  not  were  Females. 
This  Fifli  however,  whether  it  be  Male  or 
Female,  is  thought  to  be  the  largeft  Crea¬ 
ture  in  the  World,  fome  of  them  meafuring 
fixtyFoot  in  Length;  audit  is  remarkable, 
that  they  couple  fomewhat  like  Animals  on 
the  Land :  The  Penis  of  the  Whale  full 
grown,  is  commonly  about  fix  or  (even  Feet 
in  Length. 

The  Parmafity  is  given  in  Catarrhs ,  and 
other  Diftempers  of  the  Lungs;  Yis  faid 
lifeewife  to  be  Anodyne.  3Tis  applied  alfe 
outwardly  for  foftning  the  Skin. 
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CTgnus ,  or  the  Swan,  attenuates,  and 
is  of  Ufe  in  Hemorrhages,  and  is 
likewife  faid  by  Schroder  to  purge  the 
Eyes* 

Hirundo ,  or  the  Swallow,  is  ufed  in  the 
Shops  chiefly  to  make  that  Oil,  which  we 
call  Oil  of  Swallows.  Tis  recommended 
in  Bruifes,  Aches,  Sprains,  and  Weaknefs  of 
the  Nerves ;  but  the  Shops  at  prefent  furnifli 
more  efficacious  Remedies,  and  therefore 
Jtis  little  called  for,  unlefs  by  the  Farriers. 

Paffer  \ Troglodytes ,  or  the  Wren,  is  the 
fmalleft  and  brilkefc  Bird  we  have  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  The  Ufe  of  it  is  recommended  as 
Diuretick,  and  not  only  to  diffoive,  but  to 
difcharge  the  Stone  5  but  it  is  feldom  writ 
for:  However,  as  I  have  Occafion  to  men¬ 
tion  this  Bird,  X  cannot  forbear  reciting  a 
Story  of  it,  which  many  of  our  Modern 
Authors  feem  to  confirm,  and  efpecially 
feme  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Royal  Aca¬ 
demy 
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demy  at  Paris ,  They  tell  us  that  if  we  put 
a  Wren  upon  a  Wooden  Spit  made  of  Ha¬ 
zel,  and  lay  it  upon  two  Bricks  before  the 
Fire,  the  Wren  will  turn  round  till  ’tis  roaft- 
ed  enough:  This  is  what  was  affirmed  to 
me  by  feveral  Gentlemen  abroad,  but  is  what 
I  have  never  tried. 

Corvus ,  or  the  Raven :  The  Blood  of  this 
Bird,  as  well  as  the  Stercus ,  the  Brains  and 
Feathers  have  been  heretofore  ufed:  The 
Feathers  chiefly  in  the  Epilepfie  being  burnt; 
and  at  this  Day,  Feathers  of  the  mod  kind 
of  large  Fowls  and  Birds  burnt  and  fumiga¬ 
ted  under  the  Nofe  of  fuch  as  have  Hyfte~ 
rick  or  convulfive  Fits,  are  faid  to  have  a 
good  Effed;  but  the  Phyficians  give  little 
Encouragement  to  fuch  Pradice  ;  and  we 
may  fay  that  any  Thing  fumigated  in  this 
Manner,  which  will  yield  a  pungent  Vapor, 
will  have  the  fame  Effed. 

It  is  faid  that  the  Blood  will  change 
Hair  black ;  but  this  I  have  not  tried. 

The  Stercus  or  Dung,  according  to 
Schroder ,  cafes  Pain  in  the  Teeth,  and  the 
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Cough  in  Children,  being  hung  about  their 
Neck. 

The  Brain  of  this  Bird  has  likewife  been 
commended  to  be  good  in  Epileptick  Ca¬ 
lcs. 

Pavo ,  or  the  Peacock,  is  very  little  ufed 
with  us  in  Medicine,  but  in  Diet  excels  the 
Partridge  or  Pheafant. 

Phyficians  now  and  then  preferibe  the 
Stercus  or  Dung  of  this  Creature  in  Verti¬ 
go’s  and  Epilepfics,  being  well  dried,  pulve¬ 
rized,  and  fteeped  in  Wine. 

Columba ,  or  the  Pigeon  or  Dove,  is  fel- 
dom  recommended  by  any  Phyfician;  but 
to  apply  it  warm  and  Bleeding  to  the  Bot¬ 
toms  of  the  Feet  to  fuch  Perfons  as  are  trou¬ 
bled  with  the  Gout,  Vertigo,  and  Palfie, 
where  it  proves  of  good  Ule:  There  is  no 
Bird  abounds  fo  much  in  Blood  of  its  Big- 
nefs  as  the  Pigeon;  and  it  may  be,  that  the 
Help  it  gives  to  the  Patient,  when  we  ap¬ 
ply  it  in  this  Manner,  is  becaufe  that  the 
Pores  of  the  Body,  where  it  is  applied,  will 
more  readily  receive  its  Virtues  than  any  o- 
ther  ,  and  alfo  becaufe  we  apply  it  warm. 

More- 
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Moreover,  the  Pigeon  being  one  of  the  hot- 
reft  Birds  in  its  Degree,  there  may  be  more 
Warmth  in  the  Blood  of  that,  than  in  the 
Blood  of  any  other.  As  for  the  T urfur 5  or 
Turtle-Dove,  or  Palnmbus ,  or  Ring-Dove, 
they  have  the  fame  Virtues  as  the  Pigeon. 

Noffiua ,  or  the  Owl,  has  been  commend¬ 
ed  in  Paralytick  Diforders,  the  Fiefli  efpe- 
dally.  The  late  famous  Doctor  Compton  Ri« 
(hop  of  London r,  tiled  to  eat  them  frequently ; 
the  Flefti  is  likewife  faid  to  be  a  good  Reme¬ 
dy  for  the  Vapors,  or  Melancholy:  But  no 
Part  of  this  is  ufed  in  the  Shops  at  p relent. 

Serpens ,  or  the  Snake,’  has  been  formerly 
of  feme  Ufe  in  the  Shops,  but  is  now  quite 
abandoned;  tho’  the  Eggs  are  fometimes 
brought  there :  If  we  would  believe  all  that 
Schroder  fays  of  it,  it  would  be  as  good  as 
the  Viper:  But  all  that  I  know  of  its  Vir¬ 
tue  worth  Notice,  is  that  in  the  South  Parts 
of  France ,  the  Flefli  of  them  is  eaten,  and 
is  not  much  unlike  that  of  an  Eel,  ex« 
cepting  that  it  is  not  quite  fo  yifeous. 

Viper  a ^ 
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Viper  a,  the  Viper  or  Adder,  has  been 
often  miftaken  for  the  Snake,  whereby  ma¬ 
ny  People  have  differed  by  its  Bite:  The 
Snake  on  one  Hand  is  not  venemous ;  but 
the  Viper  is  fo  dangerous  in  its  Bite,  that 
without  immediate  Help,  the  Perfch  who 
is  bit  is  prefently  in  Hazard  of  his  Life, 
The  beft  Remedy  for  the  Bite  of  a  Viper  is 
to  apply  red  hot  Tinder  to  the  Wound,  and 
let  it  remain  there  till  a  Blifter  is  raffed* 
The  Viper-Catchers  in  EJfex ,  Surry ,  and 
many  other  Places  where  they  abound,  al¬ 
ways  carry  Tinder-Boxes  about  them,  as  a 
ready  Help,  if  they  happen  to  be  bit  by  a 
Viper:  Some  others  life  the  Fat  of  Vipers 
to  apply  to  the  Wound;  but  the  Fire  is  much 
the  beft. 

I  have  obferved  before,  in  my  Account  of 
the  Eel,  that  the  Flefli  of  the  Viper  was  a 
great  Strengthener  of  the  Nerves ,  a  good 
Diuretick  and  Diaphoretick :  It  is  ufed 
now  as  a  Diet  among  many  People  of  a 
high  Tafte,  and  is  accounted  a  great  Reite¬ 
rative. 
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The  Salt  of  Vipers  is  an  extraordinary 
Medicine  in  the  moft  inveterate  Pox,  and 
we  have  fome  who  diftil  a  Water,  which 
they  call  Viper-Water,  which  is  fold  at  a 
great  Price,  which  is  fome  times  given  to 
fuch  as  are  troubled  with  the  Hypocondri- 
ack  Paffion. 

Lacertusy  or  the  Lizard,  has  been  fome- 
times  ufed  inftead  of  the  Scink,  and  is  gene¬ 
rally  allowed  to  poflefs  Virtues  fome  what 
like  it;  and  in  that  Compofition  of  Mithri- 
dates  King  of  Pontas ,  as  we  have  it  now- 
a-Days,  the  Lizard  is  generally  the  Bails.  It 
is  accounted  a  Counter-Poifon,  and  fome  of 
the  Italian  Phyficians  pretend  where  the 
true  Scink  is  ufed  in  the  Compofition  of 
Mithridate,  a  Dofe  of  it  will  difeharge  any 
Poifon,  let  it  be  never  fo  violent. 

Salamandras  or  the  Salamander,  is  of 
the  Form  of  a  Lizard ,  black,  fpotted  with 
yellow,  and  is  amphibious.  The  common 
Story  that  we  have  of  the  Salamander  be¬ 
ing  bred  and  living  in  Fire,  is  fabulous,  and 
may  be  placed  among  the  'Egyptian  Curio- 
fities.  What  we  know  of  that  is,  that  it 

carries 
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carries  nearly  the  fame  Virtues  with  Scinlq 
but  they  are  very  fcarce,  and  rarely  found 
even  in  the  Cabinets  of  the  Curious  >  and 
never  ufed  in  the  Shops.  * 

Stejludo  Marina  Ojfie.  or  the  Sea-Tortoife 
or  Turtle:  The  Meat  of  it  is  very  pleafant 
and  nourifhing :  It  is  likewife  a  great  Clean- 
fer  of  the  Blood:  It  is  even  (aid  to  cure  the 
Pox,  Without  the  Affiftance  of  any  other 
Remedy.  The  Priapus  of  this  Creature  is 
accounted  in ^Barbadoes  extraordinary  in 
Nephritick  Pains. 

Bufoy  or  the  Toad,*  is  dried  in  the  Air* 
and  is  then  fuppofed  good  for  hopping  vi* 
olent  Bleedings,  by  being  fowed  in  a  Piece 
of  Silk,  and  hung  at  the  Breaft:  But  I  doubt 
there  is  little  more  in  this  than  in  the  other 
Charms  we  mentioned  before ,  for  'tis  not 
prefcribed  by  the  Phyficians. 

AJinuSy  or  the  Afs:  The  Milk  of  this 
Creature  is  very  nourifhing,  and  abftergcs 
powerfully:  It  is  therefore  ufeful  in  the 
Phthifick,  and  in  Confumptioiis*  It  is  faid 
that  the  St  evens  will  hop  Blood.-  Greai 

M  Virtues 
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Virtues  have  been  attributed  to  the  Milk  of 
this  Creature,  and  is  highly  efteemed  in 
He&icks,  being  a  great  Reftorative. 

Caper  Off,  or  the  Goat.  The  Male  is 
called  Hire us^  and  the  Female  Capra *,  the 
chief  Ufe  this  Creature  is  of  in  Medicine  is 
to  ftrenghthen  Confumptive  People  by  its 
Milk,  and  help  thofe  affii&cd  with  the  Gra¬ 
vel  or  Stone  by  its  Blood ;  which  laft  wc 
find  dried  in  the  Shops  now  and  then,  but 
it  is  feldom  now  preferibed;  the  Milk  how¬ 
ever  is  often  given. 

Cervusy  or  the  Hart  or  Stag,  is  ufeful  to 
us  in  Phyfick ;  the  Horns  firft  being  fliced 
or  fhaved,  and  boiled  in  any  Liquid  produ¬ 
ces  a  ftrong  Jelly,  which  is  judged  to  be  a 
great  Reftorative,  and  often  recommended 
by  the  Phyficians  to  Confumptive  People, 
and  is  alfo  helpful  in  the  Gravel  or  Stone: 
The  Bone  which  is  found  in  the  Heart  of 
the  Stag,  has  formerly  been  commended  in 
Epileptick  Cafes,  and  to  regulate  the  too 
powerful  acid  in  the  Stomach:  Tis  a  Diu- 
retick  and  Diaphoretick.  We  find  a  Bone 

much 
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much  of  the  feme  Sort  in  the  Heart  of  an 
Ox,  which  has  the  fame  Effect.  In  fhort, 
this  may  be  ufed  in  any  Cafe,  being  finely 
pulverized,  where  the  teftaceous  Powders 
are  ufed ;  but  is  feldom  called  for  in  the 
Shops. 

The  Hippopotamus ,  or  River-Horfe,  or 
Sea-Cow,  or  River-Cow,  is  a  large  Creature 
about  the  Size  of  a  Bull.  It  is  frequently 
found  in  the  River  Nile ,  and  other  fuch 
large  Rivers :  Tis  Amphibious,  and  much 
of  the  Shape  of  the  Rhinoceros,  but  not 
(caled  as  that  is.  There  is  one  of  them 
fluffed  and  well  preferred  in  the  Mufeum 
at  the  Phyfick  Garden  at  Leyden:  Its  Tusks 
are  very  large ,  and  of  the  (ame  Nature 
as  Ivory ;  fometimes  they  meafure  about  a 
Foot  and  a  half  in  Length.  They  have 
one  on  each  Side  in  the  under  and  upper 
Jaw.  They  feed  when  the  Waters  are 
low,  at  the  Bottom  of  Rivers  upon  the 
Weeds  there  j  and  in  the  Time  of  the  G- 
verflowings  of  the  Nile ,  they  are  in  the 
upper  Grounds.  The  Penis  of  this  is  Bo- 

M2  ny? 
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ny,  and  by  being  rafped  and  boiled  in  any 
Liquid,  'till  the  Liquid  becomes  vifcous,  is 
faid  to  be  good  in  Cafes  of  the  Stone  and 
Gravel.  Tis  ufed  fometimes  in  Foreign 
Countries,  but  very  feldom  with  us. 


1  have 
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Have  now  Gentlemen ,  gone 
through  what  I  at  fird  propofed 
in  thefe  Ledures,  viz.  to  do- 
feribe  fuch  Earths,  Minerals,  Me¬ 
tals  and  precious  Stones,  as  are  and  have 
been  famous  for  their  U(e  in  Phyfick.  In 
the  next  Place  I  have  treated  of  fuch  Roots, 
Barks,  Woods,  Seeds,  Gums,  and  other 
Parts  of  Plants  as  are  now  mod  efteemed 
in  the  Shops ;  and  Thirdly,  have  explained 
to  you  the  Ufe  of  fuch  Infeds,  Fifli,  Shells, 
Birds  and  Beads ,  as  are  mod  edeemed  in 
Medicine.  What  remains  for  me  to  fay,  is 
concerning  Mineral  Waters,  and  their  Ufe: 
But  I  fliall  fird  obferve,  when  we  ufe  Wa¬ 
ter  as  a  Vehicle,  it  ought  to  be  as  Ample 
as  podible,  and  therefore  Rain-Water  is 
chiefly  commended:  But  I  conceive  that 
Rain-Water  abounds  in  fuch  Mineral  Parts, 
as  are  extraded  from  thofe  Bodies  of 
Earth*  where  Minerals  are  found,  and  are 

M  3  evapo- 
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Evaporated  by  the  Sun’s  Heat,  ^pd  mixed 
with  the  Air,  of  which  the  Clouds  are 
compofed. 

The  Effluvia  arifing  from  Bodies  of  Earth 
that  abound  in  Sulphurs,  will  certainly  par¬ 
take  of  thofe  Sulphurs ;  fo  where  Allum  is 
found,  the  Air  fenfibly  taftes  of  it;  and 
where  there  are  Salt  Springs,  the  Air  in 
mifty  Weather  will  be  Salt. 

Likcwife  where  Minerals  of  feveral  Sorts 

'A  T  , 

abound,  the  Showers  collected  from  fuch 
Parts  will  partake  of  the  Virtue  of  the  Mi¬ 
nerals;  fo  that  Rain-Water  can  hardly  be 
faidto  be  Simple  Water,  unlefs  we  filtre  it, 
or  extract  the  Mineral,  Metallick,  Sulphu¬ 
rous,  and  Saline  Parts  from  it,  which  may 
be  done  in  feme  Meafure  by  Filtration  ;  e- 
fpecially  by  parting  it  through  Bowls  made 
of  a  foft  Stone  which  is  brought  to  us  from 
the  Canaries ,  as  likewife  from  Spain  and 
Portugal,  which  is  nearly  of  the  feme  Kind 
with  the  foft  Stone  which  we  find  plenti¬ 
fully  in  Oxfordjhire ,  and  which  I  have 
iifed  on  this  Occafion  fo  much  to  my  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  5 
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tisfa&ion,  that  I  prefer  the  Oxfordjhire  Stone 
to  that  which  is  brought  to  us  from  the 
Canaries . 

An  Inftance  of  this  is  from  an  Experi¬ 
ment  that  I  made  about  two  Years  ago 
with  a  Water  which  feemed  to  abound  in 
Sulphur,  and  was  put  into  the  the  Canary 
Stone  Vejfely  filtred  much  fooner  than  that 
which  was  put  into  a  Veffel  made  of  the 
Oxfordshire  Stone. 

A  Gallon  of  Water  filtred  through  the 
firft,  produced  two  Drachms  of  Salt,  where 
a  Gallon  of  the  other  did  not  produce 
half  a  Drachm;  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  Oxfordjhire  Stone  differed  lefs  of  the 
Sulphur  to  pad,  and  therefore  what  was 
filtrated  was  more  pure  than  the  o- 
ther. 

*  r’  ■ 

And  if  we  examine  all  the  Mineral  Wa¬ 
ters  that  wre  have  in  Efteem ,  we  fliail  find 
them  to  depend  more  or  lefs  upon  the 
Mineral  Bodies  they  pafs  through,  and 
therefore  have  different  Effe&s ;  and  it  is 
to  be  imagined  that  whenever  a  Mineral 

,  M  4  Water 
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Water  gets  Credit  or  Fame  in  any  Coun¬ 
trey,  there  will  not  be  wanting  fomc 
Quack  or  other  to  imitate  it,  and  fend  his 
adulterated  Water  into  the  World  as  ge¬ 
nuine.  However,  thefe  Waters  may  be 
porre<3:ed  by  Filtration,  and  become  pure 
bj  puffing  them  many  Times  through  fuch 

-Stone  Veffels  as  I  have  mentioned  above ; 

■  ' 

fo  that  Fountain  Water  fo  often  directed 
by  the  Phyficians,  is  not  always  fo  pure  as 
they  would  have  it. 

.V  s  9  * 

.  Mpft  of  the  Waters  palling'  through 
Metals  are  Diuretick  ,  fueh  as  thofe  o i 
* Tunbridge  in  Kent,  Aft  r op  in  North  amp - 
tonfhire ,  Nyis  borough  and  Scarborough  in 
Yorkjhire.  r  j;. 

The  Saline  or  Cathartick ,  are  thofe  of 
ftpfom  in  Surry,  Barnet  in  Middlefex , 
North-Hall  in  Hettfordjhire ,  Stretham  and 
Dulwich  in  Surry ,  and  A3  on  in  Middle - 

ftXy  {  i 

The  Waters  that  abound  in  Sulphur  are 
thofe  a;  the  Bath .  in  Sonierfetjhire ,  and 
ftouxton  \n  DerM/hirc^  . 

'  aU  '  We 
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We  have  likewife  fome  Spaws  of  great 
Repute  in  England ,  which  tho’  they  are 
oflfenfive  to  the  Smell,  yet  are  extraordi¬ 
nary  in  all  Scrophulous  Cafes ,  as  well  by 
taking  them  inwardly,  as  bathing  in  them  : 
Thefe  Spaws  abound  more  in  Iron  than  in 
Sulphur ,  and  have  fome  Salt  mixed  with 
them.  There  is  a  very  remarkable  one  of 
this  Sort  at  Mitcham  in  Surry,  in  a  Gem 
tleman’s  Garden,  which  indicates  to  us? 
that  there  is  both  Iron ,  Sulphur  and  Salt 
which  the  Spring  pafles  through:  This 
commonly  proves  Emetick  to  thofe  who 
take  it,  and  has  even  cured  the  Evil  and 

'  .  .  •  «  .  -  :  r  ,  .w.  . 

the  Leprofy,  hefides  many  Hundred  of  the 
Itch.  The  Reafon  why  I  affirm  that  it  de¬ 
pends  upon  Salt,  Sulphur  and  Iron,  is  from 
many  Experiments  that  have  been  made  by 
my  felf,  and  others,  concerning  Earthquakes  5 
and  we  find  that  when  thefe  Mixtures  are 
put  together,  they  always  produce  the  like 
Scent,  and  the  like  Virtue  Walter  ater  is 
poured  upon  them. 

The  Bath  Waters,  which  are  fo  good  in 
Scrophulous  Cafes,  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 

Sulphut 
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Sulphur  and  Iron  Veins  it  paflcs  through; 
and  according  to  Mr.  Tournefort's  Obfer- 
vations  on  the  Iiland  of  Milo  in  the  Archi- 
pelago ,  Mount  /Etna,  and  Mount  Vefuvius , 
they  all  have  their  Heat  from  the  Mixture  of 
Iron  and  Sulphur  found  by  digging  in  the 
Ground  about  them,  and  the  Experiment  of 
making  an  artificial  Earthquake  with  thefe 
Ingredients  plainly  (hews  it. 

All  Waters  are  therefore  governed  in  their 
Virtues  by  the  feveral  Minerals  or  Strata  of 
Earth  which  they  pafs  thro’. 

So  the  different  Virtues  in  the  Air  of  fevc- 
ral  Places  procedes  from  the  Minerals  or  Me- 
tallick  Bodies  refpeftively  at  each  Place, 
which  emit  their  Effluvia  that  mix  with 
4jihe  common  or  more  Ample  Air ;  and  there¬ 
fore  different  Places  are  appointed  by  the 
Phyficians  for  Perfons  affli&ed  with  different 
Maladies. 
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